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Tories hit DDA 


A “policy commitment” announced by the Shadow Education Secretary would 


weaken new laws to prevent the discrimination of disabled pupils. 


Damian Green told a delighted 
‘Conservative Party conference 
that the party would “abolish 
the costly and bureaucratic 
appeals panels that second- 
guess heads and governors”. 

He added: “We will make 
‘sure that, inside the school 
gate, the head’s word is law. 
'That’s a policy commitment.” 

But the policy, intended to 
make it easier for schools to 
deal with violent pupils, would 
also weaken the rights of 
disabled children. 

The speech came weeks after 
parents of disabled pupils were 
given new rights to challenge 
exclusions, under an extension 
to the Disability Discrim- 
ination Act (DDA). 

_ A recent National Autistic 
Society (NAS) survey found one 
in five autistic children have 
been excluded from school. 

_ David Potter, NAS head of 
policy, said: “While head teach- 


ers must have the right to 


3 | 

‘Charities have supported calls 
for disability-related crimes to 
be monitored in the same way as 
racist and homophobic crimes, 
after a survey revealed disabled 
eople are four times more likely 
to be violently assaulted than 
on-disabled people. 

The recommendation was 
ade in a report by crime 
eduction charity NACRO, 
hich also found disabled 
people were four times more 
likely to be victims of sexual 
abuse and twice as likely to 
have their homes burgled. 

Nine out of ten learning 
disabled people questioned for 
the research had been verbally 
harassed in the past year. 

But disabled people were 
much less likely to report 
offences and 
taken seriously enough when 
they did, according to the 


were not 


enforce discipline in the class- 
room, children with autism 
should not be excluded 
simply because their school 
cannot manage their behaviour 
effectively. 

“With the new protection 
against less favourable treat- 
ment offered by the DDA, the 
exclusions appeal process is a 
vital check and balance for 
parents and must not simply be 
swept away.” 

A Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) policy 
expert said it would “weaken the 
opportunity to challenge 
discrimination”. 

And DRC chair Bert Massie 
said the Conservatives “would 
have to” change the policy. 
“You can’t go around saying 
you are the caring party and 
looking after vulnerable people 
and the next you say you’re 
going to smite a lot of them.” 

When questioned by DN, 
Green said that, under the pro- 


alert 


report, Access All Areas*. 

In particular, procedures for 
reporting crime and providing 
witness statements did not take 
the needs of people with learn- 
ing disabilities into account. 

Caroline Ellis, parliamentary 
manager for the Royal National 
Institute of the Blind, which 
helped with the research, said: 
“We hear about a lot of disabil- 
ity-related harassment and 
assault going on out there, but 
there is no routine monitoring 
by police of crimes against 
disabled people. 

“We need new offences of 
disability aggravated assault 
and harassment to be created, 
like those for race crime.” 

She also called for better 
disability awareness training for 
the police. 

*Call 020 7501 0555 for free 
copies 


posed policy, there would still be 
a right of appeal to a local edu- 
cation authority (LEA) panel. 

But Steve Broach, NAS 
policy and campaigns manager, 
said an independent appeal was 
a “fundamental platform” of 
the new DDA education rights. 

“The independent appeal 
adjudicates because it is inde- 
pendent of the LEA and the 
LEA has a stake in exclusion. 

“It would not have any 
credibility if it was tied into the 
school or LEA in any way.” 

Tim Boswell, Shadow 
Minister for Disabled People, 
confirmed that any appeal of a 
head teacher’s decision would 
go to an LEA panel. 

But he said the party would 
discuss the issue if it was raised 
by the DRC or NAS. 

When DN asked Boswell if 
the new policy would weaken 
the DDA, he said: “I cannot 
accept that,” but declined to 
comment further. 


Centre is 
set free 


Members of a leading disabled 
people’s umbrella group have 
voted overwhelmingly to set free 
the National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL). 
The decision of the British 
Council of Disabled People 
(BCODP) : 
October means a separate 
organisation could be up and 


conference in 


running within six months. 

It follows the recent sacking 
of NCIL director Frances Hasler 
after she prepared papers on the 
idea of a separate body. 

Hasler, who _ is 
her case to an employment 
tribunal, could be voted in as 
director of the new body. 

Andy Rickell, BCODP chief 
executive, said: “This result is in 
the interests of both the BCODP 
and the NCIL, and of the dis- 


ability movement as a whole.” 


taking 


Fifty years and countess: the Countess of Wessex (left) joined sup- 
ported employment company Remploy Leeds for its golden jubilee 
celebrations last month, to the delight of factory employee Stephen 
Cook (right). Her husband, the Earl of Wessex, was also present. 


On the cover: Activists from the Disabled People’s Direct Action 
Network protest outside a Leonard Cheshire charity fundraiser 
in Manchester last month. See page 3 for full story. 

Cover photo by Manchester Evening News. 
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News 3 


Caring advice: the BBC’s Saturday Show presenter Joe Mace joined youngsters from the Care For The 
Carers project in East Sussex to launch their award-winning information pack. It gives advice to young 
carers of relatives with mental health and physical disabilities. To order a pack for £3.75, call 01323 745 779. 


MP points finger @) 


Labour has been 
accused of hypo- 
crisy by one of its 
own MPs after issu- 
ing advice for disabled 
people on how to keep warm in 
winter, while refusing to provide 
winter fuel payments for severely 
disabled people under 60. 

A new campaign, Keep 
Warm, Keep Well, warns of the 
health risks posed to “older peo- 
ple and those who have chronic 
illness or who are vulnerable to 
illness due to disability”. 

It urges them “to take up the 
financial support available to 
improve heating”. 


In brief 
No support in sight 


People who develop blind- 
ness and sight problems are 
left for up to a year without 
|| help from support services, 
| research* by the Royal 
| National Institute of the 
Blind reveals. 

Only one in nine of the 
1,076 people surveyed said 
they received a social ser- 
vices visit at the time they 
lost their sight. One in five 
waited over a year. 
*Changing The Way We 
Think About Blindness, at 
www.rnib.org.uk 


Carers benefit 
Thousands more carers of 
severely disabled people are 
now eligible for Invalid Care 
Allowance, thanks to the 
government‘s removal of the 
upper-age limit of 65 from 
the benefit. 
Important Information for 
Carers can be ordered 
free from Carers UK, tel: 
0808 808 7777. 


But Labour MP Roger Berry 
said: “It is very ironic that the 
government has identified 
those at risk as being precisely 
those groups that disability 
campaigners have been saying 
should have winter payments.” 

Berry urged disabled people 
to make use of the campaign’s 
helpline* to tell the government 
that disability living allowance 
(DLA) does not cover the cost 
of keeping warm in winter. 

Winter fuel campaigner Lord 
Morris said: “It is impossible to 
reconcile the advice in this 
campaign with the realities of 
the struggle many thousands of 


disabled people have in order to 
‘keep warm and keep well’.” 

The Department of Health 
(DoH) said it could not com- 
ment, since fuel payments were 
run by the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP). 

But the DWP also refused to 
comment on allegations of 
“hypocrisy”, saying it was a 
DoH-led campaign. 

A DWP spokesman said it 
had no plans to extend pay- 
ments to severely disabled peo- 
ple under 60 because help was 
already available through DLA. 
*Tel: 0800 0857000, or text- 
phone: 0800 0857857 
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Ball busters 


Disabled activists invaded a 
prestigious fundraising ball to 
protest about a charity’s resi- 
dential care policies. 

Members of the Disabled 
People’s Direct Action Network 
(DAN) caused havoc at the 
Leonard Cheshire ball at a 
Manchester hotel last month. 

Up to 100 protesters sang 
campaign songs, handed out 
leaflets and shouted slogans, as 
well as scattering feathers and 
letting off stink bombs in the 
Renaissance Hotel ballroom. 
Some were dragged away by 
police officers. Three disabled 
men were arrested. 

It was part of DAN’s Free 
Our People campaign, which 
calls for residential homes for 
disabled people to be replaced 
by independent living services. 

DAN claimed the ball was 
raising funds for a new respite 
and residential home. 

One protester, Liz, said: 
“Organisations like them need 
to be listening to disabled peo- 


ple, using the money that goes 
into their services to provide 
services that are run and con- 
trolled by disabled people.” 

A Leonard Cheshire spokes- 
woman denied the ball was rais- 
ing funds for a new home, 
although she admitted the chari- 
ty was building a new residential 
and respite facility in the area. 

She said: “It is sad that peo- 
ple were so angry, but they have 
got a very outdated idea of 
what Leonard Cheshire repre- 
sents and stands for.” 

She said the charity “strong- 
ly believes” in independent liv- 
ing and less than ten per cent of 
their clients are in residential 
care. “We believe in choice and 
people choose to live in our res- 
idential homes.” 

One DAN protester was 
charged with assaulting a police 
officer, another was arrested in 
connection with criminal dam- 
age, and a third was arrested for 
breach of the peace but released 
without charge. 


DRC case surge 


The number of legal cases sup- 
ported by the Disability Rights 
Commission has risen by more 
than 50 per cent in the past year, 
its annual review* has revealed. 
And calls to the Disability 
Rights Commission’s (DRC) 
helpline rose by 20 per cent in 
2001-2002, to more than 200 a 
day. The DRC expects to take 


110,000 calls this year, an 
increase of another 25 per cent. 

Bert Massie, chairman of the 
DRC, said the figures showed 
“disabled people continue to 
face discrimination in all areas”. 
*Free from the DRC helpline: 
08457 622633, textphone: 08457 
622644, e-mail: enquiry@drc- 
gb.org website: www.drc-gb.org 
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substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
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he new PriceGuide explains 
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provides you with realistic price 
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all now and your local 
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Cinema snub 


Film bosses have dropped plans 
to spend part of a £15m lottery 
fund to improve cinema access 
for people with visual and 
_ hearing impairments. 
The British Film Council 
dumped the £6m proposal 
from its Specialised Film 
Exhibition and Distribution 
Strategy, which would have 
‘equipped every UK cinema 
with soft-subtitling and audi 
description equipment. 
_ The proposal received strong 
| support from disability organi- 
sations and hearing and visual- 


ly impaired people, who sent 
1,252 letters and e-mails and 
signed a 1,400-strong petition. 

Denise Evans, head of 
broadcasting and talking 
images at the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, said she 
was particularly disappointed 
that disability organisations 
had not been told the proposals 
had been dropped. 

“This has been quite a blow. 
A lot of time and effort had gone 
into it and the expectation was 
raised that at least it would get 
serious consideration,” she said. 


A British Film Council 
spokesman said the proposals, 
originally submitted by the 
Cinema Exhibitors’ Association, 
had not received enough support 
from the cinema industry. 

He said: “We had to decide 
how best to improve access and 
distribution and make a wider 
range of films available to all 
audiences. 

“That proposal was part of 
the options, but we decided 
that the money should be used 
in a wider sense rather than in 
narrower areas.” 


Company in the doghouse 


Christian 
spirit! 


S. 


A TV chat show 
has revealed that 
many non-disabled 
people still do not 
think there is any- 
thing wrong with 
_ using disabled parking bays. 
During a “morality quiz” on 
BBC’s Heaven on Earth last 
month, Terry Christian, former 
presenter of Channel 4’s The 
Word, admitted to using dis- 
abled bays when he can’t find a 
space. But after being lambast- 
ed by fellow TV presenter 
Vanessa Feltz, Christian said he 
would never do so again. 
A studio audience poll 
revealed that a third used dis- 
abled bays if more than one 
was free, while another five per 
cent did so if they thought they 
wouldn’t get fined. 
Baywatch members have 
organised another undercover 
survey of disabled parking at 
the big four supermarkets, to 
take place in the week begin- 
ning 13 January. 
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aie CARER’S HELPER from @SGi aa 


A visually impaired woman has 
won a battle against a holiday 
centre company which told her 
she could not take her assistance 
dog into their new caravans. 

Linda Jameson was told by 
Parkdean Holidays that she 
and her husband would have to 
stay in an older caravan at the 
Cornwall site. 

After Mrs Jameson took her 
case to the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC), Parkdean 
Holidays agreed to allow assis- 
tance dogs in newer caravans. It 
also refunded the cost of her stay 
and reviewed all its procedures 
relating to disabled people. 

DRC chairman Bert Massie 
said that “guide dogs are not 
pets and it’s discriminatory to 
ban them” in service provision. 
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MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS 


A waste of 


A disabled man has been 
cleared of drink-driving while 
using his electric scooter. 

Barry Donlon (above), 54, 


frome "Glossop. = Greater 
Manchester, who is paraplegic, 
was found not guilty after a 
trial last month. 

Police had stopped him last 
November on the way back 
from the pub, while he was 
driving a battery-powered 
scooter capable of a top speed 
of eight mph. 

He was found to have nearly 
twice the legal alcohol limit for 
driving in his body. 

ivaffiesotficers said he 
was driving “erratically” on 
the pavement and claimed 
he nearly collided with a 


woman with a pram. 

But his lawyers told the 
court that the scooter — which 
does not require a driving 
licence, insurance or MOT test 
certificate — did not fall within 
drink-driving laws. 

Glossop magistrates agreed 
and found Donlon not guilty. 

After the trial, Donlon said 
the case had been “a big waste 
of time”. 

Douglas Campbell, chief 
executive of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association, said it 
was “bloody ridiculous” to 
charge Donlon with drink- 
driving. 

He added: “I would hope it 
is an aberration that will never 
be seen again.” 
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Rope trick: Claire Anderson (/eft) and Harriet Mills, of Victoria Education Centre, Poole, attempt one 
of the mental and physical tasks set during the final of the 2002 HSBC Kielder Challenge. Each of the 
eight teams in the final included disabled and non-disabled young people. 


Cops dope claims 


Police chiefs 
have refused to 


say whether offi- 


in 


campaign { 
cers will be 
allowed to use their 
“discretion” in deciding whether 
disabled people taking 
cannabis for medicinal purposes. 

The Association of Chief 
Police Officers (ACPO) is devel- 
guidance to give to offi- 


to arrest 


oping 
cers in the wake of the govern- 
ment’s announcement that it 
plans to downgrade cannabis 
to a class C drug next year. 
ACPO has said in a statement 
that officers ead be “encour- 


d to exercise their discretion” 


by taking into account certain 
“gravity factors” in deciding 
whether to arrest someone or 
issue a warning. 

But it refused to say if these 


factors might include using 
cannabis for medicinal reasons. 

Meanwhile, Brad Stephens, 
45, from Carmarthen, 
Wales, who has a spinal condi- 
tion, has been acquitted by mag- 
istrates of possessing cannabis. 

His solicitor, Mike Reed, told 
the court his client 
cannabis to avoid taking increas- 
ing quantities of morphine, 
which ultimately would kill him. 

It is thought to be the first 
time anyone has successfully 
argued the case for medicinal 
use of cannabis before magis- 
trates, rather than a jury. 

Reed said it was an “encour- 
aging judgement” but would 
not mean all medicinal users 
would now be acquitted. 

The Crown 
Service is considering an appeal. 
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In brief 


Charity closure 
A charity set up to find 
work experience for people 
with disabilities has closed 
due to a lack of funds. 
Workable was launched in 
1990 to give disabled stu- 
dents and graduates oppor- 
tunities in the media, civil 
service and financial sector. 
It has now referred its 
candidates to other agencies. 


DoH crackdown 

The government is to priori- 
tise cancer, heart disease, 
mental health, older people 
and children in new plans for 
health and social care. The 
Department of Health tar- 
gets include reducing suicide 
rates by 20 per cent by 2010. 


aioli: 


The BBC has called on Kent 
police to reopen its investiga- 
tion into allegations of abuse 
at a care home for learning dis- 
abled people, after the force 
apologised for libelling the 
reporter who helped break the 
story. 

The allegations of abuse at 
the Brompton home in 
Gillingham, Kent, were made 
three years ago by a BBC inves- 
tigation fronted by reporter 
Donal MacIntyre. 

They led to the introduction 
of national guidelines on the 
use of restraint by care staff. 

MacIntyre sued Kent police 


Campaigners have cautiously 
welcomed a partial victory in 
the battle for council tax 
exemptions for residents of care 
homes, paving the way for 
major changes in government 
tax policy. 

Older blind and partially 
sighted residents at Kathleen 
Chambers House, Burnham- 
on-Sea, Somerset, won a two- 
year fight last month against 
being made to pay council tax 
bills of £1,868 each because 
their rooms had ensuite wash- 
ing and cooking facilities. 

Like other care homes across 
Britain, Kathleen Chambers 
had added the facilities to com- 
ply with recommendations in 
thes -sgovernment's “Gare 
Standards Act. 

But the residents then fell 
victim to tax laws which classi- 
fied the rooms as separate 
dwellings. 

Although 33 studio rooms 
have now been made exempt by 
the government’s Valuation 
Office, The Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, which 
runs the home, said it would 
appeal against the decision to 


Copy 


For the first time, a new 
will give rights to schools ie 
voluntary organisations to 
make books available in large 
print and on tape. 

The Visually Impaired 
Persons Copyright Bill is set to 
become law after passing 
through both Houses of 
Parliament. 

It was introduced by Labour 
MP Rachel Squire to address 
the problem that 95 per cent of 
books are still not available on 
audio tape, Braille or large print 
a year after being published. 


akes 


when it cast doubt on the 
BBC’s evidence. The force’s 
own investigation led to two 
members of staff being cau- 
tioned for “minor assaults”. 

Last month, Kent police 
withdrew its comments, apolo- 
gised to MacIntyre and admit- 
ted that the programme revealed 
“serious shortcomings” in the 
running of the home. 

Kent police agreed to pay 
£15,000 damages — which will 
be donated to learning disabili- 
ty charities — and court costs 
for both sides. 

But Pip Clothier, who pro- 
duced the documentary, said: “I 


Taxing feud 


continue taxing four other 
rooms described as small flats. 

The case could give hope to 
residents of hundreds of other 
care homes such as Dolphin 
Court in Southend-on-Sea, run 
by the charity John Grooms. 

Residents were threatened 
with £500 bills earlier this year 
after accommodation was up- 
graded into self-contained units. 

A spokesman for the Office 
of the Deputy Prime Minister 
said results of a consultation 
document from November 
2001, proposing to update 
council tax laws, had not yet 
been published. 

The government was aware 
many people were unhappy 
with the laws, he said. 

Malcolm Wood, RNIB direc- 
tor of supportive environments, 
said: “We are delighted”. He 
added: “This is a victory for 
RNIB and brings to an end 
what was for our residents 
a very worrying time. However, 
we will fight the decision to list 
the remaining flats, as we believe 
that this is unfair and that resi- 
dents in care homes should not 
be liable to such tax.” 


rights 


Some publishers refuse permis- 
sion to make such copies. 

The law will allow a single 
copy of a book to be made in 
an accessible format. Multiple 
accessible copies can also be 
produced, but must comply 
with a publisher’s licensing 
scheme, if one exists. 

Caroline Ellis, of the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind, 
said: “This is groundbreaking 
legislation for visually impaired 
and physically disabled people 
which recognises their ‘rights to 
read’ in law for the first time.” 


t | 
think Kent police behaved 
appallingly. 

“We are asking them to 
reopen their investigation. We 
feel it was totally inadequate.” 

The force declined to com- 
ment when asked if it would 
reopen the case. 

Michelle Chinery, a consul- 
tant on learning difficulty issues 
who is helping to compile a 
BBC report on the case, said the 
police should also apologise to 
former residents of Brompton, 
which was forced to close. 

She said: “I feel very strongly 
about this case that justice has 
not been done.” 


ee  rt—s—C—CCTCTCF— 


News 7 


Chat show: The new series of BBC2’s programme for deaf and hard 
of hearing people, See Hear, features Switch, the first soap opera 
aimed at Britain’s deaf community. Pictured are deaf actors Paula 
Garfield (left), who plays Nina, and Diana Martin, who plays Claire. 


Air campaign /A,) 


IS taking off 


CY A children’s 
mobility 
charity has 
joined the cam- 

paign to encourage 
airlines to stop wrecking wheel- 
chairs. 

Whizz-Kidz is to ask young 
people to get in touch if they 
have had their mobility equip- 
ment damaged by an airline. 

Kate Worden, Whizz-Kidz 
children’s and young people’s 
manager, said: “The airline and 
other transport industries need 
to understand that, for many 
disabled children, a wheelchair 
is their only means of getting 
around. 

“It is therefore crucial that 
the airline industry improves its 
treatment of all wheelchair 
users and what is often expen- 
sive customised mobility equip- 
ment is handled with the 
utmost respect.” 


campaign 


The campaign is fronted by 
disabled businessman Phil 
Friend and DN. 

Meanwhile, wheelchair user 
David Cooper has designed a 
bag — made from a strong mate- 
rial also used to cover boats — to 
protect folded manual wheel- 
chairs during flights. 

Cooper said: “Initially, I 
designed it for myself. It’s 
amazing that no one has made 
anything like this before.” 

He has commissioned a 
company to manufacture the 
bags, which he will sell. 

For more information about 
the wheelchair cover, e-mail: 
maydayuk@oxfree.com, tel: 
01491 680103. 

*To take part in DN’s survey of 
wheelchair damage by airlines, 
tel: 020 76197323, e-mail: edi- 
tor@disabilitynow.org.uk or 
visit www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
for a survey form. 


Judges fail to assist 


Judges are failing to help 
witnesses with learning disabil- 
ities give their best evidence 
insicourtywacecordingytomwa 
new study. 

Researchers found judges 
rarely intervened to stop prose- 
cuting barristers harassing 
learning disabled witnesses or 
asking them 
questions. 

They examined transcripts 
of 32 English trials for rape, 
sexual assault and assault — 16 
that involved learning disabled 
victims who gave evidence and 
16 that didn’t. 

They found judges inter- 
vened to stop aggressive ques- 


With spirit 
and courage 


Roy pry writes: Rodney 
Hall, who 
died in July } 
agede: # is 
made the 
most of a | fy 
life’ schagy 

was, from 
birth, both i 
privileged and disadvantaged. 

A farmer who inherited 
wealth, he had spina bifida, 
which progressively restricted 
his mobility. But he met the tri- 
als of his condition with spirit 
and personal courage, and put 
his resources to good use, pro- 
viding award-winning holiday 
homes for other disabled peo- 
plemat Penrose Burden in 
Cornwall. 

Hall’s own disability made 
his last years very difficult, not 
least because he lived so far 
from Britain’s few specialist 
spinal units. His final campaign 
— continued by his wife Nancy — 
was for a new unit in the 


confusing 


south-west. 


In brief 
New head for FDP 


The Federation of Deaf 
People has appointed a deaf 
woman, Lesley Knight, as 
its new chair. She has been 
vice-chair for two years. 


Advert call 


Maria Eagle, Minister for 
Disabled People, has called 
on advertisers to feature 
more disabled people. She 
made the comments as she 
announced a new Images of 
Disability category in the 
Marketing Week/Chartered 
Institute of Marketing 
Effectiveness Awards. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 
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Dublin & Amsterdam. 
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Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


tioning or clarify confusing 
questions an average of 1.5 
times per trial. 

Professor Chris Hatton, of 
Lancaster University, one of the 
psychologists who worked on 
the study, said: “There is no dif- 
ference between judge interven- 
tion in cases where the witness 
has a learning difficulty and 
cases where the witness has 
nots? 

He said judges needed better 
training in how to help learning 
disabled people give evidence. 

Edward Adams, executive 
director of the Judicial Studies 
Board, which trains judges, said 


this area was “under review”, 


although there were “no specif- 
ic plans for any increase in our 
training in that area”. 

But he said the research 
would be considered by the 
board’s equal treatment adviso- 
ry committee. 

Kathryn Stone, director of 
Voice UK, which supports 
learning disabled victims of 
said judges should 

improvements in 
other parts of the criminal jus- 
tice system. 

“Judges need to be much 
more aware of what learning 
disability is, never mind about 
what people’s needs might be,” 
she said. 


erime, 
match 


Living life to the full 


Phil 


Peter Jackson writes: 
Such, the 
Daily Mail 
sports sub- 
cum-rugby 
reporter, 
who made 
national 
news with 
his inspiring campaign for vol- 
untary euthanasia, died on 19 
September, aged 38, after a 
brave fight against a cruel 
illness. 

Only days before, at his 
home in the north Somerset vil- 
lage of Wrington, he had vowed 
to beat motor neurone disease 
(MND). His last night out to 
the local, on 8 August, was to 
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celebrate his birthday with “40 
milligrams of morphine and 
four Jack Daniels”. 

Born in Hertfordshire, he 
trained as a journalist, pro- 
gressing rapidly to deputy 
sports editor on the Western 
Daily Press. 

A former rugby Player of the 
Year, he hung up his boots, 
aged 36, to concentrate on his 
career at the Daily Mail. MND 
struck as he was getting into 
his stride. 

He spent the next 12 months 
travelling with his partner 
Sheryn Alexander “cramming 
30 years into one”, before cam- 
paigning tirelessly in support of 
Diane Pretty. 
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mployment remains the 
strongest area for 

enforcing rights for dis- 
abled people at European level, 
and this month has seen 
important progress. 

In September, we won a con- 
cession that any workplace 
employing over 50 per cent dis- 
abled people would be exempt 
from European state aid rules 
that prohibit funding compa- 
nies that promote anti-compet- 


itive behaviour. As a result, 
organisations like Remploy are 
free from any threat to their 
public funding. Indeed, it sends 
2 strong signal for governments 


lly support them. 


} 
lancial 


his mirrors our campaign 


for a quota within the Euro- 
pean procurement rules, the 
way public bodies tender for 


contracts. Although we won a 
quota — public authorities may 
now reserve a certain number 
of tenders for companies 
employing over 50 per cent 
disabled people — the wider 
proposal for government bod- 
ies to be able to insist on the 
employment of disabled peo- 
ple among private contractors 


There has been good 
news on employment, 
says Richard Howitt 


is stuck in disagreement. 

In October the Disability 
Intergroup debated the position 
of disabled people in the EU’s 
Employment Guidelines. We 
are seeking to ensure the cur- 
rent review brings the employ- 
ment of disabled people centre 


stage. We are insisting on: 


rights, and support for positive 
actions and incentive measures 
from employers. 

However, implementation 
of the first binding European 
rights for disabled people — the 
Employment Directive passed 
in 2000 — remains slow. 

Spain and Luxembourg have 
taken no action to meet the ini- 
tial 2003 deadline, while our 
own Department of Work and 
Pensions is conducting “further 
research” before promising to 
incorporate the EU Directive 
into UK national law by 2004. 

The Directive will remove 
the small firms exemption in 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act, but disabled people will 
want to see the full details to 
know the European Directive is 
being agreed with in spirit as 
well as in practice. 


Richard Howitt MEP is president of the European Parliament 
All-Party Disability Group, e-mail: ep@edf-feph.org 


should ‘cut red tape’ 


Charities have welcomed gov- 
ernment proposals for the 
biggest shake-up in charity law 
for 400 years. 

The consultation document” 
includes plans to widen the def- 
inition of a charity to an organ- 
isation “providing public bene- 
fit” and to relax the rules on 
campaigning and trading. 

Organisations with an 


income of less than £10,000 a 
year would no longer need to 
be registered, making it easier 
to set up small local charities. 
The Royal National Institute 


for Deaf People (RNID) said 
proposals to cut red tape would 
see more charities able to merge 
in the future. 

But an RNID spokesman 
warned that other plans to cre- 
ate a new body to regulate 
fundraising could jeopardise 
charities’ independence. 

The report’s suggestion that 
tighter regulation was needed 
to counter public mistrust was 
exaggerated, he said. 

*Private Action, Public Benefits 
is available at www.strategy- 
unit.gov.uk/2002/ charity/report 


Four-legged friends: Actresses Jenny Seagrove (/eft) and Helena 
Bonham-Carter (right) joined Stephanie Pengelly and her dog 
Frodo to relaunch Canine Partners, which provides assistance dogs 
for disabled people. www.caninepartners.co.uk 
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preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
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Fax: 01952 616588 


at 


“3001952 6103000. 
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Mental health help 


A new booklet offers help to 
disabled people with mental 
health needs. 

The booklet*, published 
by mental health charity 
Mind, includes a question- 
naire asking disabled people 
for their experiences of men- 
tal health support. 

“Disabled people and mental 
health support services, free, 
tel: 020 8221 9666. 


Respite appeal 

A disability charity has 
appealed for help in solving 
a national shortage of 
respite care for families of 
autistic children. 

The Shared Care Net- 

work, which provides short 
breaks for disabled young- 
sters, surveyed 300 families 
of children with autism and 
found over half received no 
regular help from relatives or 
friends. 
“For information about 
becoming a short break 
carer, visit www.shared- 
carenetwork.org.uk 


ey | Charity law changes} Nawe 


review 


A round-up of news in the 
mainstream media from 
the last few weeks 


MS — no sex link 
The Multiple Sclerosis 
Society dismissed claims by a 
neurologist that MS might 
be a sexually transmitted 
infection. 

The paper was published 
in the Journal of Neurology, 
Neurosurgery and Psych- 
iatry by Dr Christopher 
Hawkes, of the Essex 
Neuroscience Centre. 

The MS Society said 
that the report was “pure 
speculation”. 


Gulf War anger 
Gulf War veterans reacted 
with anger to a report in the 
Journal of the Royal Society 
of Medicine saying their 
active service has not led to 
unusual health problems. 

Three-quarters of British 
veterans who took part in 
the research were judged to 
be well, while those judged 
unwell were said to be most- 
ly suffering from post-trau- 
matic stress disorder. 

A Gulf War veterans 
spokesman said the report 
was “a load of rubbish”. 


Pretty presses on 
The husband of Diane 
Pretty, who lost a legal battle 
to be granted the right to 
assisted suicide, has pledged 
to continue her campaign. 
Brian Pretty, whose wife 
died from motor neurone 
disease in May, is leading a 
nationwide campaign called 
Act Now to allow terminally 
ill people to choose to die 
with medical assistance. 


HRT fears 


A report by Cancer Research 
UK said women using hor- 
mone replacement therapy 
(HRE) were more 
likely to contract a life- 
threatening disease than to 
be protected against one by 
the treatment. 

In a review of four major 
randomised trials of HRT, 
scientists concluded there 
was a significant increase in 
the risks of breast cancer, 
stroke and blood clot on 
the lung among  post- 
menopausal women who 
had taken HRT for five 
years. 

But it also found there 
was a significant reduction 
in the risk of bowel cancer 
and hip fractures. 


News 9 


| Up and away: Alistair Parkinson, 11, achieved his ambition to go in a 
hot air balloon thanks to Gowrings Mobility, which makes wheel- 
| chair passenger vehicles and designed the balloon. He was joined by 
his mother Jane (/eft) and Gowrings managing director Linda Ling. 


‘Gowrings heard about Alistair’s dream from DN. 


Dogs dont travel 


Nearly three-quarters of people 
with guide dogs have problems 
using public transport, accord- 
ing to a new survey. 

The research, by the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association 
(GDBA), found that guide dog 

-owners come up against a lack 
of accessible information, poor 
disability awareness among staff 
_and badly designed vehicles. 
im “lhe charity has 
‘launched a travel charter which 
aims to make it easier for blind 
| and partially sighted people to 
‘travel on public transport. 

Bus company Stagecoach, 
\First Great Western Trains and 
British Airways are some of the 
first companies to sign up. 

_ Geraldine Peacock, chief 
‘executive of GDBA, said: 


now 
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“Guide dogs provide blind and 
partially sighted people with 
freedom and mobility but, to 
make full use of that indepen- 
dence, guide dog owners need 
accessible and reliable public 
transport.” 

There are nearly 5,000 guide 
dog owners and 1.4 million visu- 
ally impaired people in the UK. 

Meanwhile, research by 
disability charity RADAR, to be 
published in January, shows that 
transport tops the list of 
disabled people’s concerns. 

And a new law, which came 
into force in October, forces 
bus drivers to stop and help 
disabled travellers to board. 

But RADAR questioned at 
the Labour Party conference 
how it would be enforced. 


Greig lacks cash 


The man responsible for imple- 
menting the government’s 
Valuing People white paper has 
admitted there is not enough 
money in his budget to address 
many vital issues affecting peo- 
ple with learning disabilities. 

Rob Greig, director of imple- 
mentation for Valuing People, 
said his £2m-a-year budget 
to roll out the white paper 
“patently isn’t a lot of money”. 

He said his team had not yet 
been able to focus on issues 
such as transport and parent- 
ing, for example. 


“Tt limits what we can do. It 
means we have to very carefully 
prioritise what we work on.” 

He said he was “disappoint- 
ed” there was no new money 
disability 
announced in the Compre- 
hensive Spending Review in 
July, though the 
Chancellor said social services 
spending as a whole would rise 
by 29 per cent by 2004. 

Greig, who has been in the 
post for ten months, spoke at the 
Learning Disability Today con- 
ference in London last month. 


for learning 


even 


Afterwards, he told DN: 
“We have got to do what we 
can with what there is and find 
money from elsewhere.” 

He said that the 2001 white 
paper — the first on learning 
disability for 30 years — gave 
professionals in the field “a 
renewed sense of energy and 
enthusiasm”. 

But he warned that people 
with learning disabilities were 
still not “getting their share of 
the cake” from mainstream 
projects in areas such as hous- 
ing and health. 


Bearing women in mind 


Charities have broadly wel- 
comed a new government plan 
aimed at providing more 
women-friendly mental health 
services. 

The strategy*, issued for 
consultation by Health 
Minister Jacqui Smith, calls for 
mental health services to “listen 
to the needs of women”. 

Proposals include women- 
only day services, an increase in 
the number of female staff, 
and closer links between day, 
primary care and community 
health teams. 

It also recommends specialist 
services for women with per- 
sonality and eating disorders. 


e Patented Balance Safety 
System BSS® 


Smith said: “Mental ill health 
is common in both men and 
women, but how it presents 
itself and the type do differ. 

“Currently there is a prob- 
lem because much mental 
health care is not organised to 
deal with the different needs of 
women and men, and women’s 
needs are often poorly met.” 

Richard Brook, chief execu- 
tive of Mind, welcomed the 
strategy and said: “Women-only 
day services would be incredibly 
important to many women. 

“Women need to feel safe and 
free from any sexual harassment 
in community facilities as well 
as when they are in hospital.” 
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hip angle always guarantees 
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A Mind survey published in 
April found many female 
patients in mixed-sex wards in 
psychiatric hospitals face sexu- 
al harassment, and called for 
more single-sex wards. 

The schizophrenia charity 
Rethink also backed the new 
document but called for more 
funding and changes to the 
draft Mental Health Bill. 

But the Mental Health 
Foundation, although welcom- 
ing the strategy, said it failed to 
address safety issues sufficiently. 
* Women’s Mental Health: 
Into the Mainstream, at 
www.doh.gov.uk/mental 
health/women.htm 
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10 Health news 


MS boost 


Scientists say they may have 
found the first drug that can 
treat the most serious form of 
multiple sclerosis. 

A Spanish study has found 
that betaferon, a type of beta 
interferon, can help people 
with primary progressive multi- 
ple sclerosis (MS). 

About 15 per cent of people 
with MS have the primary pro- 
gressive form, for which there is 
currently no treatment available. 

Although beta interferons 
ire used to treat relapsing- 
emitting and secondary pro- 
MS, there has been no 

vidence until now that they 

1elp people with the pri- 
rressive form. 

rials showed betaferon 

tive in reducing tissue 

ne an damage and in slow- 

ing progression of the condition. 
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HI 


A disability charity has wel- 


B 


comed research suggesting that 
adding folic acid to flour could 
help prevent heart disease and 
strokes, as well as spina bifida. 

Researchers from the 
University of Ulster found that 
folic acid and three other B-vit- 
amins can prevent the build-up 
of homocysteine in the blood — 
a similar risk to having high 
levels of cholesterol. 

Andrew Russell, executive 
director of the Association for 
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(ASBAH), said the findings pro- 
vided further evidence that diets 
across the world co not include 
enough folic acid. 

The research was revealed as 


Russell and public health 


Further studies are underway. 

Dr Xavier Montalban, who 
is leading the research study at 
the University Hospital Vall 
d’Herbron, Barcelona, said: 
“The primary progressive MS 
population has received little to 
no attention in clinical trials of 
disease-modifying therapies. 

“The encouraging data of 
this study suggests that betafer- 
on may be a viable treatment 
for these patients, thus war- 
ranting further study in prima- 
ry progressive MS.” 

A spokesman for the MS 
Society said he was very 
encouraged by the study and 
welcomed further research. 

“The indication that the 
drug may be effective in 
treating primary preliminary 
multiple sclerosis is particularly 
welcomed,” he added. 


c acid findings 


expert Professor Nick Wald 
prepared to meet public health 
minister Hazel Blears to call 
again for food companies to 
add folic acid to flour. 

Two years ago, a Department 
of Health (DoH) committee 
found that the incidence of 
spina bifida would be cut by 41 
per cent if 240 microgrammes of 
folic acid was added to every 
100 grammes of flour. 

But the DoH has called for 
research on the potential health 
risks of high levels of folic acid, 
which is already added to flour 
in the United States and Chile. 

Russell said: “We get the 
strong impression that the gov- 
ernment does not want to do 
anything.” 


0 pass them along to our readers, contact Dan Batten, 
7323, e-mail: dan.batten@disabiltynow.org.uk 


Walk on: Lara Masters (right) walks for the first time in six years 
with the help of assistant Shannon Mansfield. Lara used a “mind 
instruction” technique to help her walk. A faulty artery had left her 
with severe paralysis. The scene was shown on ITV’s That’s Esther. 


surgery surge 


Thousands more people with 
epilepsy could have surgery to 
try to cure the condition, 
thanks to a £1.7m grant to a 
disability charity. 

The funding from the 
Wellcome Trust is for a five- 
year project by The National 
Society for Epilepsy (NSE), 
which aims to increase the 
number of people with epilepsy 
who could be candidates for 
surgical treatment. 

It could also reduce the risk 
of surgery damaging patients’ 
language and memory func- 
tions. 

The research will focus on 
improving the use of magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) scan- 
ning techniques to identify 
parts of the brain that generate 


epileptic activity and those 
involved in language and mem- 
ory functions. 

NSE said that 70 per cent of 
people who have the surgery 
become completely free of 
seizures. 

It has also launched a £1.5 
million appeal to buy a more 
powerful scanner and faster 
computers to analyse the data 
from its research. 

Professor John Duncan, 
NSE’s medical director, said: 
“The MRI unit at the NSE is 
the world’s first dedicated to 
epilepsy research. 

“For this to continue and to 
remain at the forefront of 
research, we have to update our 
equipment.” 
*www.epilepsynse.org.uk 


In brief 
A joint effort 


Governments from 44 coun- 
tries have taken part ina 
week aimed at raising 
awareness of bone and joint 
disorders. 

The week started on 12 
October with World Arthritis 
Day, where organisations 
across the globe held events 
to highlight the impact of the 
incurable condition. 

UK charity Arthritis Care 
warned that at least 103 mil- 
lion Europeans, 100 million 
Chinese and 43 million 
Americans have arthritis, 
and called for better aware- 
ness and more research. 


Tracking polio 
A polio charity has 
launched a two-year cam- 
paign* to track down the 
estimated 7,000 survivors of 
the condition in London. 
The British Polio Fellow- 
ship wants to provide help 
and information about the 
effects of post polio 
syndrome, such as fatigue, 
muscle pain and breathing 
difficulties, and to educate 
health professionals. 
“Contact Jane Nation on 
freephone 0800 0180586 
or email: janenation@british 
polio.org 


Virus stops cells 


Gene therapy treatment 
which could stop breast can- 
cer cells from spreading has 
been developed by scientists 
at Cancer Research UK and 
King’s College London. 

In the treatment, cells are 
infected with a specially 
moderated virus which 
reduces their ability to 
respond to messages to 
move in a particular direc- 
tion. Researchers are now 
investigating how to get the 
virus into tumours. 
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Diabetes guidelines 


People with type 2 diabetes 
should find it easier to manage 
their condition, thanks to new 
clinical guidelines published by 
government medical advisors. 

The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
guidance aims to improve the 
control of blood glucose levels 
in people with type 2, or non- 
insulin-dependent, diabetes. 

Recommendations include 
regular monitoring of blood 
glucose levels, the use of glu- 
cose-lowering medicines, and 
increased physical activity for 
overweight people. 

Professor Peter Littlejohns, 
clinical director of NICE, said 
the guidelines would help people 


with type 2 diabetes, their carers 
and healthcare professionals 
manage blood glucose levels and 
reduce the risk of complications 
such as heart and renal disease. 

They are the latest in a series 
of four guidelines on type 2 dia- 
betes being published by NICE. 

Diabetes UK has welcomed 
the move. Simon O’Neill, the 
charity’s head of care develop- 
ments, said: “The incidence of 
diabetes is set to double in the 
next ten years, so it is important 
to have clear evidence-based 
guidelines for treatment of the 
condition.” 

Mr. O’Neill also called for 
NICE to develop similar guide- 
lines for type 1 diabetes. 
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Conflict 
over costs 


A Scottish charity has criticised 
local authorities for complain- 
ing about the cost of making 
schools more accessible for dis- 
abled children. 

The announcement follows 
new guidance from the Scottish 
Executive which aims to 
improve access to education. 

The Executive announced an 
extra £8 million to help with 
the costs of improvements, 
including making doorways 
wider and providing learning 
material on CD ROMs. Some 
local authorities claim the total 
costs would be closer to £1bn. 

But Michelle Hegarty, of 
Capability Scotland, said: 
“The main problems for chil- 
dren with disabilities are about 
having the curriculum and 
other school activities adapted 
so that they can really take 
part in school life. These are 
not costly, but they will have a 
huge impact.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Confederation of Scottish Local 
Authorities said the councils are 
committed to meeting disabled 
pupils’ needs, but added: 
“There is a big gap between the 
£8m funding and the detailed 
calculations of councils in meet- 
ing full compliance.” 


Happy 100th 


A Scottish charity set up to 
help people with disabilities 
has celebrated its centenary. 
Equality, Choice, Action and 
Support (Ecas) was formed in 
October 1902 to provide for dis- 
abled people in Edinburgh. Ecas 
gives grants for holidays and 
equipment and runs sports and 


social clubs. 

The charity has recently 
launched a PhD studentship to 
enable a disabled student to 
research disabled people’s expe- 
riences of the health service. 

It was also responsible for 
introducing the Taxicard 
scheme, which has now spread 
throughout the UK. 

Executive secretary, Bridget 
Wilcox, said: “We have come a 
long way since Ecas was 
formed in October 1902.” 


A fine appeal in Kent 


A wheelchair user has had his 
parking fine overturned 
because council parking atten- 
dants overstepped their powers. 
Peter Budgen (left) was fined 
£40 for “obstructing” a Tun- 
bridge Wells street in February. 
But while Mr Budgen admit- 
ted parking on double yellow 
lines, he said he had been dis- 
playing his disabled badge. 


Tunbridge Wells Council said 
the vehicle was causing a hazard, 
so the exemption was invalid. 

Parking adjudicator James 
Richardson allowed the appeal 
by ruling that such obstruction 
was a criminal offence and a 
matter for the police, not a 
parking attendant. 

Mr Budgen said afterwards: 
“Obviously when you are park- 


ing with your blue badge you 
should park where it is safe. 
But the ticket should never have 
been issued in the first place.” 

The hearing was held outside 
because there was no wheelchair 
access to the intended venue. 

The council said blue badge 
holders must take into account 
their own safety and that of the 
general public. 
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ay) Party conferences 


At atime when politics is being played out 
on the international stage, DN went to the 
2002 political conferences to see what iS 
in store for disabled people at home 


DN 


reports from 


Labour, £& Blackpool on what’s 


(€5 


- has admitted that no- 
the party carried out 
isabled access audit of its 
kpool venues before this 
ference 
Janet Kirk, 
gene cretary of Labour’s 
Disabied Members’ 
after the party 


iamission ee 


Group, 


comes tour years 


pledged not to return to 
Blackpool until access improved. 
Labour MP Anne Begg, a 


“The 


Winter Gardens (the main con- 


wheelchair user, said: 
ference venue) is a disaster if 
there is more than just a hand- 
ful of disabled or elderly people 
present. 

lifts 
are very slow and 
To get to the main 
hall means going up in one lift 
and 


extremely frustrating just try- 


“There aren’t enough 
and they 
unreliable. 


down in another. It is 


ing to get around.” 


1) 


elegates said there weren’t 
enough accessible hotels for 
accommodation or 


new with New Labour 


Access gets a 
umbs down 


fringe events at the conference. 

The Institute for Public 
Policy Research think-tank 
took over an entire hotel, 
billing it as an “inclusive space” 
for debates, even though the 
hotel had no wheelchair access. 

Begg said: “With the best 
will in the world, I don’t believe 
any conference organiser could 
make it work for disabled peo- 
ple — the structural deficiencies 
are just too big to overcome.” 

Marie Pye, head of policy at 
the Disability Rights Com- 
mission, said the problems high- 
lighted “how far we have got to 
go to make the built environ- 
ment accessible for disabled peo- 
ple and also the business oppor- 
tunities that are being missed”. 

It was the first UK party con- 
ference to offer palantype speech 
to text for deaf and hard of hear- 
ing people. But the facility, 
which augmented signers in the 
main auditorium, disappeared 
halfway through the conference. 
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The Minister for Disabled 
People, Maria Eagle, has 
refused to accept calls from a 
cross-party group of MPs to 
extend winter fuel payments to 
severely disabled people. 

Eagle said about 60 per cent 
of disabled people are already 
entitled to the payments 
because they are aged over 60. 

The Commons Trade and 
Industry Select Committee said 
in September that there was a 
“powerful case” for extending 
the payments. 

But Eagle told DN that “dis- 
ability benefits are already 


available to people with disabil- 
ities in recognition of their 
extra costs”. 

She addédsg= The carerand 
mobility components in 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) are used as broad indi- 
cators of all the extra costs a 
disabled person has.” (DLA can 
be up to £95.55 a week.) 

But the government has 
never carried out any research 
to discover whether DLA does 
cover these extra costs. 

Asked about problems with 
the New Deal for Disabled 
People (NDDP), Eagle said the 


Health bill assailed 


A senior psychiatrist attacked 
the government’s proposed new 
mental health bill as he shared 
a platform with health minister 
Jacqui Smith. 

Smith looked increasingly 
uncomfortable as Dr Tony 
Zigmund, of the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists, lambasted the 
bill as “dangerous, stigmatising, 
unethical and unworkable”. 

Mental Health Alliance repre- 
sentatives said the bill could turn 
doctors into jailors and force 
patients away from services that 


are already difficult to access, 
because of its emphasis on com- 
pulsory treatment and detention. 

Zigmund and other experts 
called on the government to first 
bring in laws on patients’ capac- 
ity to consent to treatment. 

Zigmund forecast that an 
extra 600 psychiatrists would 
be needed if the bill became 
law, when there are already 450 
consultant vacancies. 

Smith acknowledged the con- 
cerns and said that was why the 
bill was published in draft form. 
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Eagle underwhelms 


government would continue to 


monitor its progress and listen | 


to feedback. “We want to find 
out what works,” she said. 

She argued that the govern- 
ment had already made some 


changes to help job brokers | 


with cash flow problems. 


The Commons Work and 


Pensions Select Committee 
expects to carry out an investi- 
gation into NDDP and disabili- 
ty employment next year. 

But Eagle said: “While it is 
true that the programme has 


taken time to perform, we are 


now seeing an upward trend.” 


SIMONRIX.COM 


Smith commits 


A Labour minister has again 
pledged that the party will 
meet its manifesto commitment 
to improve the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

In his main conference 
address, Andrew Smith (above), 
Work and Pensions Minister, 
reaffirmed the party’s commit- 
ment to the civil rights of dis- 
abled people. “Rights pledged 
will be rights delivered and 
opportunities fulfilled,” he said. 

But he failed to say when new 
legislation would be introduced. 

Labour MP Roger Berry 
promised to take up in the 
Commons a Private Member’s 
Bill to extend the DDA that has 
already been steered through 
the Lords by Lord Ashley. 

Berry said: “The DDA was a 
botched job.” 
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Party conference 13 


DN brings back a round-up of 


5 news from the Conservative 


conference in Bournemouth 


Access to conferences 


needs radical review’ 


JOHN PRING 


A senior disability campaigner 
mass calleédvfor a “radical 
review” of access at all three 
major party conferences. 

John Knight (above), head of 
external policy for the charity 
Leonard Cheshire, said the 
access situation was “the same 
every year”. 

Knight, who uses sticks to 
walk, said: “What there needs 
to be is a radical review of all 
the arrangements at all the 
three party conferences.” 

He added: “If you have a 
mobility impairment, there is a 
lot of ground to cover. 

“You can’t have people on 
the platform arguing for 
inclusive citizenship and social 


inclusion and then not 
allowing people to fully partici- 
pate.” 


He criticised the lack of an 
electric wheelchair service, 
poor signage and problems 


a 


oje 
and pr Ee 
creative writing TO 


video animation, 
nd crafts to 


arts a : 
sports, running a 


café or simply 


relaxing in 


fonard Cheshire 
also operates a variety of res 
services around the country. 
for example, local informatio 
gucational facilities; family s 
psport and therapeutic se 


y of our day services op 
Fact with local authoriti 
p40 of our residential hd 


Ce facilities for local dis 
eir Carers. 


with “green passes”, which 
allowed disabled people to use 
the more accessible front 
entrance at the Bournemouth 
International Centre. 

Henry Middleton, director 
of Greater London Disability 
Forum, who uses an electric 
scooter, said his hotel 
hadiys describediecitself, as 
disability-friendly but wasn’t 
spacious enough for him 
to navigate. 

But he said other venues 
were “absolutely wonderful”. 

Jim Hattersley, director of 
the Conservative Disability 
Group, said: “Considering we 
have so much security we have 
in place a reasonably good 
access process.” 

He said he was in discussions 
with Shopmobility and the Red 
Cross about supplying electric 
wheelchairs for next year’s con- 
ference in Blackpool. 
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Work shake-up 


A Conservative government 
is considering a single, integrat- 
ed financial system to cover 
the whole process of helping 
disabled people into work. 

The system would cut across 
the NHS, social services and 
the benefits system, and would 
also probably involve private 
insurance companies. 

Tim Boswell (right), Shadow 
Minister for Disabled People, 
told DN he wanted to see a sin- 
gle system that covered treat- 
ment, rehabilitation, social ser- 
vices and schemes such as 
Access to Work. 

It might also signal the end 
for the much-criticised New 
Deal for Disabled People, 
although the party would “keep 
anything that is good about it”. 

Boswell said people recover- 
ing from brain injuries, for 
example, often get a certain 
way through the system, before 
there is a financial or adminis- 
trative blockage that puts 


an end to their chances of 
finding work. 

He said: “It is difficult to get 
a joined-up approach unless 
you have a single, joined-up 
budget. 

“We have to have a system 
whereby people can establish 
their rights to get those pack- 
ages put together and then get 
them delivered.” 

He criticised the number of 
people lost to the workforce 
through head injuries and 
degenerative conditions and 
said more of an effort should 
be made to find a way of 
enabling them to work. 

But he said he did not 
have a “final template” for how 
this would be achieved. 

The proposal was backed by 
Unum Provident, which insures 
against disability and sponsored 
the Conservative Disability 
Group’s fringe meeting. 

But Joanne Hindle, Unum’s 
corporate services director, 


it would be 
“an enormous undertaking”. 
Boswell also told DN his 


party was still not ready to 


warned that 


make a commitment to extend- 
ing winter fuel payments to 
severely disabled people under 
the age of 60. 

He said the policy would 
carry “a fairly substantial 
budgetary 
Conservatives would look at 
the idea “much nearer” the 
next general election. 


cost’, so the 


schizophrenia suicides | Care home 
are a ‘cause for shame’ | proposals 


Shadow health minister Liam 
Fox has said it is a “cause for 
shame” that 1,000 people with 
schizophrenia in the UK kill 
themselves every year. 

Fox (right) called for “a 
decent and humane” mental 
health system that sees patients 
as “individuals with unique 
needs”. 

And he promised to fight in 
Parlaments to) (deteate the 
government’s Mental Health 
Bill which “not only stigmatises 
the mentally ill but fundamen- 
tally threatens our 
liberties”. 

Rabbi Julia Neuberger, chief 
executive of the King’s Fund, 
an independent healthcare 
charity, told the conference that 
the government’s proposals to 
lock up people with dangerous 
severe personality disorders 
“regardless of whether they 
have committed an offence and 
regardless of whether they 
are treatable” were “unethical 
and unworkable” and likely 


civil 


a) 


SOMotability 


to discourage people with 
mental health problems from 
seeking help. 

Fox also pledged to “dramati- 
cally” cut bureaucracy in the 
NHS and reward those who take 
out private health insurance or 
pay for private treatment. 

And he said his party would 
introduce fines for people who 
“treat the ambulance service as 
damtaximsetvicemsand those 
who fail to turn up to NHS 
appointments. 


AND USED 


The Conservative Party has 
pledged to “ 
repeal” many of the regulations 


rationalise and 


imposed on care homes under 
Labour’s Care Standards Act. 

Care home bosses have 
blamed the act for increasing 
costs and forcing the closure of 
hundreds of homes. 

The party’s new policy doc- 
ument also says that a 
Conservative government 
would exempt smaller care 
homes from the regulations. 

But a spokeswoman said the 
party did not yet know whether 
this would also apply to care 
homes for people with mental 
health problems or learning dis- 
abilities, and whether it would 
mean smaller care homes would 
be left unregulated. 

The Conservative leader, 
Iain Duncan Smith, 
pledged that his government 
would allow charities to take 
over the provision of some ser- 


also 


vices currently provided by 
local and central government. 
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Liberal 
Democrats 


Disabled people are angry at 
poor access to the Brighton 
conference. 

Wheelchair user Rosemary 
Frazer said: “J am really angry 
that 58 of the fringe meetings 
are inaccessible to wheelchair 
users. A lot of them are debat- 
ing gender issues, equality and 
empowerment.” 

Councillor David Simpson 
(above), of Hart District 
Council, who is a wheelchair 
user, said access at Brighton 
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14 Party conferences 


DN reports back from 
the Liberal Democrat 
conference in Brighton 


was “crap”. He also failed to 
find an accessible hotel until he 
took a £100 a night room in the 
Metropole. 

But wheelchair 
Councillor Ian Ringer, of 
Colchester, said: “Brighton was 
definitely much more accessible 
than Bournemouth. It’s mostly 
all on one level and the staff 
have been great.” 

Overall access to the main 
venue, The Brighton Centre, 
was good. 
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Health care vision 


The Liberal Democrats have 
proposed a major overhaul of 
the tax system to pay for health 
and social care. 

But, in a new policy docu- 
ment, the party has not said 
how it plans to meet its com- 
mitment to funding free per- 
sonal care. 

Under the new policy, 
National Insurance Contri- 
butions (NICs) would be 
renamed the NHS Contribution 
and used to fund the NHS. It 
could be varied locally by elect- 
ed regional bodies. Funds would 
also come from a local income 
tax and revenue support grant 
for social services. 

The Lib Dems said current 
NICs levels matched projected 
spending levels for the health 
service till 2007. 

The money would go into 
pooled budgets paying for 
both health and social care and 
be spent by locally elected bod- 
ies. This would ensure that 
social care was given a higher 


DRC alert 


The head of the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC) has 
warned the Liberal Democrats 
to think carefully about their 
support for a single equality 
commission. 

At a fringe meeting organ- 
ised by the DRC, its chairman, 
Bert Massie, said a single com- 
mission could be “disastrous 
for disabled people”. 

Ministers have said it will not 
be possible to have six equality 
bodies once age, sexual orienta- 
tion and religion are also cov- 
ered by equality laws from 2006, 
joining sex, disability and race. 

Massie fears disability could 
take a back seat. 

But Liberal Democrat Work 
and Pensions Spokesman 
Professor Steve Webb, said he 
only favoured an umbrella 
structure for a joint body. He 
said: “The individuality of the 
DRC needs to be preserved.” 


priority, said Liberal Democrat 
Health Spokesman, Dr Evan 
Harris (right). 

But he could not say exactly 
how free personal care would be 
funded. “That will be answered 
in our manifesto. We recognise 
that that is an extra cost to the 
system. We will either find com- 
mensurate savings within 
national budgets or we will be 
identifying resources that can be 
raised to serve that.” 

Neil Betteridge, head of pub- 
lic policy and campaigning at 
Arthritis Care, welcomed the 
party’s commitment to provide 
free personal care. But he called 
for guarantees that other groups 
would not lose out in order to 
pay for the care. 

The Lib Dem plans would 
also allow for local lists of 
rationed NHS treatments, allow- 
ing people to put pressure on 
those they elect to raise taxes. 

But Harris denied that mak- 
ing decisions locally could 
increase the lottery in health 


Bill slammed 


Use of compulsory treatment 
for mentally ill people must 
be accompanied by a right 
to treatment, the Lib Dem 
conference has said. 


In a motion condemning the 
government’s draft Mental 
Health Bill, the conference 
heard that the Bill would lead 
to more compulsory treatment 
in the community and the use 
of forced detention for people 


and social services provision. 
He said: “If people want. 


decent services, as I think they ' 
do, they will be able to vote for. 


them.” 


A motion calling for the 
reintroduction of free eye tests, | 
equality of access to eye opera- | 
tions and consistent provision | 
of rehabilitation services was | 


also passed by the conference. 


MP Sue Doughty said: “We | 


need support from social ser- 


vices through the voluntary sec- | 
tor to fund things like special | 


lighting, TV aids, or prescribed 
hand magnifiers for people 
with low visual problems.” 


with personality disorders who 
were actually untreatable. 

Liberal Democrat Health 
Spokesman, Dr Evan Harris, 
said it was “the worst Bill that 
I have ever seen”. 

Sandra Lawman (left), who 
has paranoid schizophrenia, 
told the conference: “You can’t 
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have compulsion with no safe- 
guards. We need positive rights 
to go along with the compul- 
sion. We need advanced state- 
ments so that people can say 
what they want to happen if 
they are sectioned, what they 
want to happen to their treat- 
ment and how they want to 
proceed with their lives.” 

Charities fear that despite a 
consultation, which ended in 
September, the government’s 
proposals could make it into 
the Queen’s Speech. 


Fight to support elderly 


Support services for elderly vic- 
tims of abuse are a “Cinderella 
service”, falling behind child- 
care and even animal welfare, a 
Lib Dem MP has said. 

East Lothian MP Jacqueline 
Bell made the comments as she 
introduced a motion at the 
party conference calling, 
among other things, for invest- 
ment in services for abused 
older people and ongoing 
training and a legal right to 
respite for carers. 

She said seven to ten per 


cent of elderly people were 
victims of abuse, including 
“psychological, physical, sexual 
and abuse or 
neglect”, yet no single legisla- 
tion like that for child protec- 
tion existed to protect them. 
The government was also 
criticised for failing to provide 
money to implement inter- 
agency guidelines published 
two years ago on elder abuse. 
The motion, which was 
approved, pledged clear guide- 
lines on the management of 


emotional 


elder abuse in all local authori- 
ty areas, tighter regulation of 
care homes and staff, and 
increased protection’ for 
whistleblowers. 

Summing up, Parliamentary 
Spokesperson for Older People, 
Paul Burstow MP, said: “In 1983 
there was one inspector for every 
eight care homes. Now that fig- 
ure is one for every 27 homes. 

“People, not procedures, save 
lives. We must not wait for a 
tragedy like Victoria Climbié to 
galvanise ministers into action.” 
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Rebecca Dobson has a back 


condi 


working 
£1,620 a year from tax credits. 
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What are you ent 


Is your name on any bank notes? 


Rebecca Dobson 
Because she 


S Is. 
S working 
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r, and has a 
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income of £12 
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's entitled to £1 


she 


working life, 


a year from tax credits. 
‘ve earned it 


So if you 
claim it. 
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re entitled to tax 
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*For family income below £7000, we assume someone works between 16 and 30 hours a week. For family income of £7000 or more, we assume at least one adult works at least 30 hours a week. 
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16 News focus 


Disabled lesbians, 
gay men, bisexuals 
and transgender 
people are urging 
the disability 
movement to 
recognise diversity. 
Nuala Calvi 
investigates 


t has been 15 years since a 
~ lesbian, gay and bisexual 
Soe el 5 
= disabled people’s conference 


took place in the capital. 


So when Greater London 
Action on | disability (GLAD) 
decided to hold one last month, 
they were inundated with calls 
from people desperate to meet 
other disabled people of their 


uality. What started as 
vent soon turned 
ito 1atlol wide one. 

r transgender people 
with disabilities, the Inclusion 
not [enorance conference was 

greater milestone — it 
e first such event in their 
histor y 
lhat it has taken so long is 
no surprise. The disability 
movement in Britain has always 
been predominantly white and 
heterc sexual, according to 
Regard, the only national 
organisation of disabled 
lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and 
transgender (LGBT) people. 
Already battling to get 
acceptance in wider society, the 
disability movement has perhaps 
understandably been reluctant 
to take on the compound issues 
of its LGBT members. 
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Double discriminatio 


But many of those members 
are now speaking out, not just 
to get their specific needs as 
LGBT disabled people 
recognised, but to expose the 
discrimination they face within 
the movement itself. 

“To a lot of people within the 
disability movement, you can’t 
be part of two diverse groups at 
once,” says Michael Verrier, 
who ran one of the workshops 
and is a caseworker for Lesbian 
and Gay Action. 

Verrier, who has hearing and 
mobility difficulties, says 
disability organisations will 
challenge offensive language 
about disability, but often 
refuse to take on LGBT 
people’s own terminology. 


Tor 


Speaking out: Brinley Mitchell (/eft) and David, who both attended the GLAD conference 


TT Ve 


“Because these communities 
are obsessed with image, 
particularly the fab-looking gay 
men with their fab six packs, 
many disabled people can’t live 
up to that and feel loathed,” 
says Brenda Ellis, GLAD’s 
policy director. 

The clubs and bars which 
often provide an important 
meeting place are largely 
inaccessible for those who use 
wheelchairs, and venue owners 
tend to be unsympathetic. But 
LGBT delegates at GLAD’s 
conference felt they 
encountered fewer offensive 
comments there than within 
the disability movement. 

For them, the priority was 
putting an end to their 


Lifts Wheelchairs, Electric Wheelchairs and Electric Scooters 


“T’ve also had to put up with 
gay jokes and offensive language 
at meetings of disability 
organisations, because the 
assumption Is everyone is 
straight. It’s very hypocritical.” 

Discrimination from a 
group which is discriminated 
against itself can be 
particularly hard to take. 

But it is a story repeated 
within the LGBT community. 
The image of the body- 
beautiful in gay male 
culture in particular tends 
to be at odds with disability. 
Verrier says he would rather 
leave his hearing and walking 
aids at home when going to a 
gay bar because otherwise 
he is more likely to be ignored. 


° Fits saloons, 
hatchbacks, estates, 
people carriers and 
4x4's. 


¢ Three models to lift 
30kg, 100kg and 
| 50kg wheelchairs 
and scooters. 


* Power in/out 
option on 100 & 
150kg models. 


* Radio remote 
control operation 
on all power in/out 
models. 


* Easily transferred to your next vehicle. 


CALL FREE ON 0800 214 045 For INFORMATION. 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION ON REQUEST 


FITTING THROUGHOUT THE UK 


Offices in Southampton, 
Matlock & Northampton. 


Save the VAT on new cars with 
most Autochair products. 
Finance and grants possible. 


Website: www.autochair.co.uk 
E-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 


invisibility within the disability | 
movement, and celebrating : 
their own, individual culture. 

“We need to have it 
recognised that we have our 
own culture,” says Dorothy 
Mallon, from Leeds. “Even 
within this conference there are 
four different groups, each with 
different issues.” 

Those issues can include 
institutionalised discrimination 
in public services, care 
provision which is insensitive to 
the requirements of LGBT 
people or difficulties in having 
partners as next of kin. 

The problems disabled 
people have traditionally faced 
in being recognised as sexual 
beings are magnified for those 
whose sexuality does not fit 
with the mainstream. 

“People in institutions are 
denied sexual expression, for 
instance,” says conference 
delegate Brinley Mitchell. 

There have been important 
changes in the law over the last 
15 years. But, according to 
GLAD, these changes have 
often failed to go far enough or 
have left serious anomalies. 

The Disability 
Discrimination Act protects 
disabled users of services, but 
no such law exists for gay 
people, so disability 
discrimination could be dressed 
up as something else. 

Although discrimination 
against disabled people by 
employers is illegal, gay people 
will not get full employment 
rights until next year. 

And while hate crimes 
against gay people are 
monitored by the police, those 
against disabled people are not. 

“Recent human rights 
legislation potentially offers an 
important defence for LGBT 
disabled people, but 
organisations have yet to learn 
how to use it to their 
advantage,” says Ruth Bashall, 
access officer for GLAD. 

Bashall says disability 
organisations themselves also 
have a lot to learn about putting 
equality policies into action. 

“Whether you’re planning a 
new scheme in your area or are 
involved with training 
companies on disability issues, 
you need to consider the 
specific issues of all minority 
groups within disability, 
whether they be ethnic 
minorities, older people, 
children, gay people... 

“The movement desperately 
needs to recognise there is 
diversity within diversity.” 
GLAD: tel: 020 7346 5800, 
minicom: 020 7326 4554. 
Regard: tel: 020 7688 4111, 
minicom: 020 7688 0709. 
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Sport 17 


Footie hopes 


England were beaten by hosts 
Russia in the semi-finals of the 
Amputee Football World Cup. 

The Russians sailed through 
4-0, but went on to lose to 
Brazil in the final. 

England fought hard against 
Uzbekistan in the 3rd and 4th 
playoffs, losing 1-0 through an 
extra-time golden goal. 

England manager Dave 
Connor said he was impressed 
by the sheer speed of the 
Russian team. 

eihey are very tast: and 
precise. We didn’t start well, 
and although we held it at 0-0 
for ten minutes, we couldn’t 
compete with their additional 
fitness and quality on the day.” 

The tournament took place 
in a 20,000-seater stadium in 
Sochi on the Black Sea coast. 

Connor is now hoping to 


cultivate home-grown talent to 
rival that of the world champi- 
ons by setting up a national 
amputee league.* 

Connor set up Everton, the 
first domestic amputee football 
team, and is planning others in 
Manchester, London, Essex, 
Norwich, Wales and Darlington. 

“We've got the backing of 
the FA and we hope to be hav- 
ing monthly fixtures by 2003. 

“Each new team will have 

two of the current England 
team players as a core, but 
we're inviting in new players of 
any age and ability to get on 
their crutches and give it a try,” 
said Connor. 
*For information on amputee 
football in your area, call Steve 
Johnson at the English 
Federation of Disability Sport, 
tel: 0161 247 5294. 


& 


Can he kick it?: England captain Steve Johnson in World Cup action 


Welsh sport 
pushes ahead 


Welsh disability sports bosses 
have set a target of winning 400 
British, European and interna- 
tional medals in the next two 


me carS.eeesl neietargety was 
announced as part of an ambi- 
tious two-year initiative funded 
by a £1m a year cash boost from 
the Sports Council for Wales. 

Their plan will focus on ath- 
letics, swimming, table tennis, 
equestrianism and powerlifting, 
as these are seen to have the 
best medal-winning potential. 

The Federation of Sports 
Associations for the Disabled 
(FSAD) in Wales hopes to send 
20 Welsh athletes to the Athens 
Paralympics in 2004. 

Other measures include set- 
ting up 88 new grassroots 
clubs, recruiting 176 new 
coaches and creating 15 “cen- 
tres of regional performance” 
across Wales. 

Howard Gadd, chairman of 
FSAD (Wales), said providing 
support at all levels was crucial 
to continuing the success of 


Wales at events such as the 
Sydney Paralympics, where 
Welsh athletes won 20 per cent 
of the British medals despite 
making up only eight per cent 
of the team. 

“We are planning to build on 
the current upsurge and profile 
in disability sport, which has 
been triggered by excellent per- 
formances from individuals on 
the world stage,” he said. 

“To go forward, there needs 
to be a big emphasis on the 
grassroots level as well as the 
elite to ensure that we are nur- 
turing the stars of the future.” 

The strategy was endorsed by 
a number of Welsh Paralympic 
stars, including weightlifter 
Emma Brown (above), who 
broke the world record for 
women’s paralympic powerlift- 
ing in her class at the world 
championships in Kuala 
Lumpur in August. 

Brown, who has spina bifi- 
da, lifted 135kg to win gold in 
the over 82kg bodyweight class. 


GB holds | Coach call 


its title 


Great Britain has retained its 
quadriplegic title in the wheel- 
chair world team tennis cham- 
pionships. 

A dramatic nine-hour final 
at the Invacare World Team 
Cup in Tremosine, Italy, saw 
GB beat the United States 2-1. 

Peter Norfolk won the open- 
ing singles rubber after Amer- 
ican Nick Taylor’s powerchair 
battery died in the final set. 

British world number one 
Mark Eccleston lost out to 
American world number three 
David Wagner, but he and 
Norfolk went 6n to beat the 
Americans in straight sets in 
the doubles. 

GB faired less well in the 
men’s open wheelchair competi- 
tion. Simon Hatt lost in three 
sets to Australia’s Anthony 
Bonaccurso and Jayant Mistry 
lost 6-2, 6-3 to Sydney 
Paralympic gold medallist David 
Hall in the semi-finals. 

GB then went into the 3rd 
and 4th play-off against 
Austria. Hatt took the first set 
6-1 against Stefan Krieghofer 
but fell to a three set defeat. 

Mistry lost out on the second 
singles rubber to Austrian 
World No 5 Martin Legner but 
the GB trio of Hatt, Mistry and 
David Gardner still achieved the 
second-best result by a British 
World Team Cup men’s team. 

In the women’s competition, 
World Cup debutantes Debbie 
Thomas, Jenny Dalgleish and 
Diana Bowles finished 13th, 
while Stephen Evans, Robby 
Davy-Cripwell and Adam Field 
finished sixth in the junior 
competition. 


A new scheme is to tackle the 
lack of paralympic athletes 
becoming coaches when they 
retire. 

Paralympians Into Coaching 
Project, (a) joint 
between the British Paralympic 
Association and Sports Coach 
UK, hopes to identify the key 
issues faced by disabled athletes 
going into the job and develop 
a structured support system to 
overcome any barriers. 

For information, call Sports 
Coach UK, tel: 0113 274 4802 
or visit www.sportscoachuk.org 


initiative 


Invest in 
deaf sports 


The British Deaf Sports Council 
warned that more investment in 
deaf athletics is needed to pre- 
vent a repeat of last year’s World 
Deaf Games, where only one 
British athlete competed. 

The council is appealing for- 
more track and field and cross 
country athletes to come for- 
ward for the European Deaf 
Athletics Championships in 
Estonia in July 2003. 

British Deaf Sports Council 
(BDSC) director Brian Kok- 
oruwe said governing body UK 
Athletics failed to set up a sys- 
tem for recruiting deaf athletes. 

“There have been no proper 
personnel to manage deaf ath- 
letes and no Great Britain Deaf 
Athletics Championships,” he 
said. “And many deaf schools 
have been closing down, mak- 
ing it difficult to pass informa- 
tion to children about deaf 
sports.” 

Ken Kelly, Sport UK’s techni- 
cal director for disability, said it 
was up to deaf people to take up 
the competitive opportunities his 
organisation offered. 

Lottery rules prevented dis- 
ability funding going to people 
with hearing impairments, 
since they did not compete in 
the paralympic games, he said. 
To take part in training days, 
write to Brian Kokoruwe, BDSC 
Athletics Director, Stoke Deaf 
Society, Wellesley Street, Shelton, 
Stoke On Trent, ST1 4NE e-mail: 
briank@bdscathletics.fsnet.co.uk 
or fax/minicom: 01782 561665. 


SUPPORTING 


What supports you in giving your 


patients even better treatment? 


The Bambach Saddle Seat. 


Enabling patients to sit naturally 


without spinal stress, the Saddle Seat 
can help with balance, body symmetry, 
and pelvic awareness and stability. 


So it gives your patients 
confidence in their abilities, 
and gives you support in 
your work. 


Call 0800 731 7831 
for a FREE 14 day trial 
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18 Motoring 


un in the flexible Fusion 


Mike Rogers checks out the new Fusion people carrier — and finds it a welcome addition to Ford's range 


his autumn sees the 
arrival of Ford’s new 
“= Fusion mini-MPV or 
yple carrier. I tested it in 
Dublin. Yes — it was raining on 
merald Isle, but that didn’t 
the Fusion; in fact, it 
v well in the wet. 
it’s an enlarged 
Ford New Fiesta, which is the 
‘rsion of the model that 
has long been popular with 
lisabled motorists. The Fusion 
also sure to be a hit among 
bled drivers, with 
, more spacious and 
ke d bc ody. It is 
otability listed. 
three Fusion 
ersions offered — 1, 2 and 3 — 
wh ry in equipment. For 
you need the Fusion 2 
ite locking plus electric 
front windows and mirrors, 


G 


and a Fusion 3 for front fog 
ights. But the Fusion 1 
2as all the basic modern 
desirables of tilt-adjustable 
power steering, central locking, 
airbags, engine immobiliser 
and driver’s seat height 
adjustment, which can be a real 
help when you’re disabled. 
Then there are three engine 
types to choose from — a 1.41 
and 1.61 petrol and a 1.4 diesel 
with lots of lovely pulling 
e. These all have manual 
mission. But 2003 will see 


1.4 EST petrol added to the 


Wheelchair Corporation Ltd 
New Cross Street, Wednesbury, West 
Midlands WS10 7ST Tel: 0121 568 7326 


Ace on space: Mike Rogers likes the Fusion’s roomy interior, high-set seating and plentiful storage space 


range. The EST will provide 
manual transmission but 
clutchless gear changing, or 
will be fully automatic. 

All that may seem to add 
up to a lot of decisions, but it 
shows the range of variation 
available. I tested a 1.6 petrol 
and 1.4 diesel in Ireland, and I 
have to say I’d go for the diesel. 
Motability seems to agree: they 
currently list one petrol and 
two diesel variants. 

I’m a fan of the diesel now, 
having tested many, They run 
almost as quietly as petrol 
vehicles today, give wonderful 


LIFESTAND 


pulling torque at low revs and 
are remarkably economical. 

The Fusion petrol models return 
combined miles per gallon 
(mpg) figures in the 40s, while 
the diesel is in the 60s. Small 
wonder that diesels are gaining 
in popularity. 

The Fusion body interior is 
roomier all round than the 
Fiesta and comes with a large 
boot space and low sill for easy 
loading. Two folded wheelchairs 
can easily be accommodated. 

Seating is quite high set, 
which will be welcomed by 
many disabled motorists, 
and there are plenty of 
cubbyholes — even a useful 
storage tray when you lift up the 
front passenger seat cushion. 
Split-back rear seats can be 
folded individually. Ford 
summarises the interior of the 
Fusion as offering exceptionally 
“flexible space”. 

To enter the car is simple, 
with its high roofline and 
shallow door sills. Once inside, 
any Fiesta driver will find the 
Fusion familiar. The 
speedometer and rev indicators 


are big, clear dials visible 
through the steering wheel, 
although the digital read-outs, 
as on the Fiesta, are not too easy 
to read in some lights. They are 
liquid crystal displays (LCDs) 
with black figures. I would 
much prefer lit digits (LEDs), 
but there we are. 


NAS Na SEL TS SI I a SSE PS TSE I | 


not so surprising since it uses 
the Fiesta chassis, which has an 
excellent reputation. The clutch 
is light and positive, with 

quick gear changing. The 
brakes are good and progress is 
pleasantly quiet. 

On the second day, testing 
included a visit to Dublin’s 
famous Mondello Park racing 
circuit and, again, the two 


Fusions behaved very well round | 


the 1.6 mile circuit. The rain 
had stopped, to add to the zest 
of circuit driving. 

Ford had other cars there, 
including the latest Focus 
hatchback, which I’d been 
wanting to get my hands on 
for quite a while, especially as I 
drive with a left “tin” leg to add 
to the exhilaration. This is the 
Focus RS, just out, and I was 
able to do a few laps with the 
2-litre turbo version. It 
accelerates from 0-60 mph in 
just 6.4 seconds, which is pretty 
quick by any standards, and it 
makes a lovely noise while 
doing it. But you pay for it — 
the stated combined mpg for 
the RS is just 27.9. Perhaps I 


‘On the second day, testing included a visit to 
Dublin’s famous Mondello Park racing circuit and, 
again, the two Fusions behaved very well. The rain 
had stopped, to add to the zest of circuit driving’ 
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The centre console controls 
are pleasantly uncluttered, with 
a user-friendly radio/cassette 
on the Fusion 1 and a radio/CD 
on the 2 and 3. Heat/vent 
controls are the conventional 
three-dial type, which I much 
prefer to digital button systems, 
but maybe that’s just me 
showing my age. 

Driving the Fusion through 
the countryside round Dublin 
quickly proved its worth. It 
handled well in bends — wet or 
dry — and gave a comfortable 
ride on most surfaces. This is 
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charged at your local rate (0845 1207001 I: 


MORE GOOD NEws! Are you on a means-tested benefit? If 


$0, you Can subscribe to DN at no cost! Benefits accepted: income support, housing 
benefit, council tax exemption, disabled person’s tax credit, job seeker’s allowance. 


For more information, call our HOTLINE or write to: 
Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST LON18316, Patchway, Bristol BS32 0ZZ 


should stick with the Fusion. 

I have long held the view that 
quite a proportion of disabled 
drivers prefer a car with “a bit 
of a grunt”, as they say in 
motor sport circles. When your 
mobility means you struggle to 
keep up with others, it’s a real 
compensation to get into a fast 
car — providing you drive safely, 
of course. 

At the Mondello circuit I 
was also able to drive a Ford 
Mondeo saloon with a 
big 3-litre V6 engine. Despite 
its size, it was almost as quick 
as the Focus RS, and was much 
more refined. 

There’s no doubt Ford’s 
present products are fine motor 
cars. And the new Fusion is a 
welcome general-purpose 
addition to the small-car range, 
with its low cost, generous 
carrying capacity and the 
backing of the extensive Ford 
servicing network. 

Retail prices start at £9,995 
on the road; Motability prices 
start at £350 advance payment 
plus the total allowance for 
weekly rental. For more infor- 
mation, contact Ford MAGIC, 
tel: 0800 240241, minicom: 
0800 169 3049 or e-mail: 


help@fordmagic.co.uk 
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20 Profile 


Different 


Lack of information on Asperger syndrome led 14-year-old 
Luke Jackson to write a book about it. Nuala Calvi met the 


young author at his London publishers 


uke Jackson is fed up 

with being interviewed 

by journalists who 
haven’t read his work. The 
14-year-old, who’s written two 
books on living with Asperger 
syndrome (AS), is also fed up 
with their labels. 

“They use crummy 
descriptions for AS, like “illness” 
or ‘disorder’ — as if I’m suffering 
from a terminal disease! AS is 
a personality 
>. But if they read the 


> i L 
1ey’d know that!” 


cpool-born Luke prefers 
to regard AS, a “mild” form of 
autism which impairs 
communication, social 
interaction and imagination, as 
a gift. He wrote his most recent 
book, Freaks, Geeks & 
Asperger Syndrome — A User 
Guide to Adolescence, partly to 
spread awareness about the 
condition. But it was also 
intended to fill a gap in the 
market — to provide a guide to 
the particular difficulties 
experienced by AS teenagers, 
one that spoke to the kids 
themselves as much as parents 
and professionals. And, let’s 
face it, there aren’t many places 
you can find tips on dating, 
making friends and looking 
cool for autistic adolescents. 


Luke himself was kept in the 
dark about his AS until a 
couple of years ago, something 
which he is “a bit peed off” 
with his mum about. It took 
the birth of his younger, more 
severely autistic brother, Ben, 
to push Jacqueline into telling 
her son about his condition. 


When she did, he felt “like 


Family ties: Luke with his mother Jacqueline 


“It doesn’t make them not have 
AS. It just muddles them up 
more and makes them and all 
around them think that they 
are even more ‘freakish’.” 
Having a younger brother 
who is further along the autistic 
spectrum has also been 
beneficial in giving Luke an 
insight into his own behaviours. 
“Ben reminds me of me when 
I was younger. One of the 
biggest problems is that you 
attend to the small details and 
miss out on the wider picture. 
When we were in Florida this 
summer we went to a dolphin 
show but my brother Ben didn’t 
see any dolphins — he was too 
busy concentrating on the 
trainer by the edge of the 
pool, so he missed the whole 
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it’s not harmful’ 


thing! I can do that sometimes 
but I’ve got better.” 

Despite having got over some 
of his worst “idiosyncrasies” 
(an obsession with carrying 
pencils around led to Jacqueline 
having to re-stock the school 
stationery cupboard), Luke’s 
view of the world can still 
make certain situations or 
environments confusing. 

School is one of those. 

Luke’s analogy for going to 
school is playing a computer 
game without knowing any of 
the rules or passwords. His 
need for routine is offended by 
the frequent changing of rooms 
or moving of desks; his 
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charging out into the streets 
and shouting ‘Hey, look at me, 
I have Asperger syndrome. 
Iam not a freak.’” 

His book has strong advice 
for parents who may be trying 
to protect their children by not 
telling them they have AS, as 
well as doctors, who are often 
reluctant to give a diagnosis: 


GIVE YOURSELF THE FREEDOM 
YOU DESERVE 
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sensitivity to sound offended by 
bells and echoing halls. 

As with many young people 
with autism or AS, the 
education system has often 
proved incapable of adapting. 

A lack of awareness among 
teachers has all too often left 
him floundering. 

“Sometimes the teacher will 
write the title on the board and 
tell us to copy it down. So I’ll 
copy it down and sit there 
waiting. Then I’ll get into 
trouble for not doing any work 
because I haven’t copied down 
every thing else he’s written 
after that — but he never said 
we had to do that too!” 

The task of educating 
teachers about Luke’s needs has 
fallen on Jacqueline over the 


a IS EGS Ee 
‘His message to others in his position is to forget 
about trying to fit in and just be themselves. Parents, 
he says, should chill out and let their kids flap, 

jump or whatever they feel like doing, as long as 
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years. Finding his state school 
didn’t have the resources to 
deal with pupils whose 
requirements were often too 
vague to pinpoint on paper, she 
moved Luke to a private school. 
But it, too, disappointed. 

“They sent Luke to the 
learning support teacher, but 
she didn’t know anything 
about AS apart from that 
it was related to autism,” she 
says. “Because he could read 
and write OK, she sent him 
away again.” 

Jacqueline hopes to get the 
school to read Luke’s book, so 
that it will understand children 
like him better. 

But teachers are not the only 
reason Luke moved schools. He 
was largely driven out by 
bullying from other kids. A 
change allowed him to escape 
the bullies, but the boy who 
writes tips on dating and 
socialising has yet to find any 
real friends or a girlfriend. 

“Teenagers are like a 
different race to me,” he says. 
“T just can’t get the hang of 
chatting or small talk, and 
that’s all anyone does at school. 
I can’t have a conversation 
I don’t see the point of.” 

It’s not something that 
bothers Luke hugely; like many 
kids with AS, he is happiest in 
the company of his computer. 
His message to others in his 
position is to forget about 
trying to fit in and just be 
themselves. Parents, he says, 
should chill out and let their 
kids flap, jump or whatever 
they feel like doing, as long as 
it’s not harmful. 

“Different can also be cool,” 
he says. “You’ll never be exactly 
like everyone else, but wouldn’t 
it be a bit boring if you were?” 
Freaks, Geeks & Asperger 
Syndrome, £12.95, Jessica 
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Breaking 


silence 


The sexual abuse of disabled children is 
pervasive, but few are willing to discuss it. 


isabled children are two 

to three times more like- 

ly to be sexually abused 
than non-disabled children. Like 
non-disabled children, their 
abusers are relatives, caring pro- 
fessionals and adults involved in 
organised paedophile networks. 

So why is it that we never 
hear cases reported in the 
national and local media? Why 
is there a silence around the 
subject? And why are local 
authority policies and legislative 
frameworks woefully inadequate 
when dealing with the problem? 
Some researchers believe that 

society gives perpetrators a 
licence to abuse disabled 
children. The stigma of 
disability and the devaluing of 
disabled people’s lives may 
make child protection 
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MAKES OUR VERSA phen! RANGE THE 


Martina Higgins investigates 


requirements for disabled 
children secondary to non- 
disabled children. 

Denial is also an issue. 
Damaging attitudes prevail, 
such as: “Who could harm 
someone so unfortunate?” 

It is obvious why disabled 
children are vulnerable. They are 
more likely to live in segregated 
institutions with power 
hierarchies. They are more likely 
to depend on a number of carers 
for various tasks and activities, 
so there is more chance that they 
will meet sexual abusers who 
expertly lever themselves into 
these jobs. Non-verbal children 
cannot always tell somebody 
about sexual abuse because 
adults may not share the same 
communication system as the 
child, or the system itself lacks a 
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Code of silence: the voices of all children need to be heard 


vocabulary for abuse. There is a 
local and national shortage of 
interpreters for children with 
hearing impairments. All these 
factors delay intervention and 
add to the likelihood that 
someone will choose a disabled 
child to abuse. 

As society grows more aware 
of the vulnerability of children, 
why do disabled children 
receive a second-rate service? 

In 1999, researcher Dr Jenny 
Morris looked at the flaws in 
the UK child protection system 
by studying three local 
authorities. Her findings were 
grim. One authority thought it 
was necessary to get it right for 


non-disabled children before 
considering disabled children. 
There was also little under- 
standing of disability in 
professionals dealing with child 
protection investigations and 
poor understanding of child 
protection issues in profes- 
sionals working with disabled 
children and their families. 
There was no monitoring of 
children in short-term or longer- 
term respite placements using 
care plans or review meetings. 
Very rarely were disabled 
children asked for their views. 
Without a “shake up” of 
services, disabled children will 
continue to fall through the 
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child protection safety net. 

As Margaret Kennedy, 
trainer and consultant on abuse 
and disability, says, “It is only 
when practitioners address their 
own prejudices and attitudes 
towards disability and begin to 
develop truly personalised 
services, tailored to the exact 
requirements of the child, that 
things will change.” 

Above all, disabled children 
need to be heard and society 
has a responsibility to make 
this happen. 

Researchers must play their 
part, too. It is more important 
to focus on the experiences and 
views of disabled children and 
adults than to collect data from 
files and professionals. Their 
voices are the ones that matter. 
Martina Higgins is a disabled 
PhD student at Northumbria 
University. She is looking at the 
sexual abuse of disabled chil- 
dren through the life stories of 
adult survivors and would like 
to hear from disabled adults 
interested in sharing their expe- 
riences. Participants should 
have already spoken to some- 
one about their abuse. Material 
will be kept confidential and 
participants will be fully 
informed and their agreement 
sought about storage and 
publication. Contact Martina 
Higgins, PO Box 606, York 
YO32 SYT or e-mail: 
martinahiggins@tesco.net 
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22 Comment 


hancements to the 
bility scheme in 
ere mentioned in 
le about congestion 
harges (DN, October). 
»near York, where 
:obility is firmly 
bed, ie the chairperson is 
r of York City Council. 
)en it set up in an area of 
the Coppergate car park, my 
il I were very cheered 
and excited. We discovered a 
few months later that it was a 
scheme to benefit only those 
who have relatively minor 
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Editor 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


disabilities — who are not 
virtually welded to their 
personal wheelchair — but who 
must borrow either a self 
propelled or battery driven 
vehicle. This is all on hand in 
the special parking/garage area 
now set aside in the car park. 
While I am pleased for those 
people who are able to make 
use of this service, I think it is 
iniquitous that, as a result of 
Shopmobility’s policy, a 
division has been created 
between lesser and more 
severely disabled people. 


Thai goes by the book 


We would like to state that we 
were In no way discriminating 
against Thomas (“Holiday 
flight anger”, DN, October). 
However, we are obliged to 
comply with FAA regulations. 
The booster-type car seat, 
which Mrs Riddick wished to 
use for Thomas, did not 
comply with these regulations, 
as advised by the manufacturer. 


And Mothercare did not recom- 
mend usage on the aircraft. 

We are unable to comment 
on other airlines’ policy and 
regulations. As an international 
carrier, it is our duty to ensure 
our passengers are secure and 
all safety requirements are met. 
Judy Feller 
Thai Airways International 
London W1 


»omobility divides people 


Before visiting other cities 
we asked about their 
Shopmobility policy but were 
told they were similar to York. 

Who runs Shopmobility and 
who funds it? 

Alan Hacker OBE, FRAM 
Malton, North Yorkshire 

The National Federation of 
Shopmobility UK is a member 
of the umbrella charity, The 
Enabling Partnership. It is a 
loose federation, with each 
Shopmobility fundraising for 
itself and for central expenses — 
Editor 


Card better than key 


Seeing “toilet story” (DN, 
October), I suggest that as 
councils run the RADAR 
scheme and the blue badge 
scheme, would it not be possi- 
ble for those who qualify for 
the blue badge to have a smart 
card with their blue badge 
number on it that opens toilet 
doors? 

J K Shearing, Cambridge 


“Rip off” claim for 
wheelchair power pack 


In your review of the Independent Living Exhibition (DN, 
October), I was quite horrified to read the report on the Trevor 
Baylis Troll. This is not a new invention. It is just another rip off, 
and the price, although cheaper than other similar devices, is 


quite horrendous. 


If you check the Trollgolf Ltd website at 
http://www.trollgolf.com you will find that the units are 
available from as little as £125, not £399 as stated in the article. 

All that would be needed to add an original unit to a 


wheelchair would be about one foot of tube and a clamp to fix it 
to the wheelchair, all of which could be had for less than £10. 


Chris Toulson 
Rotherham, Yorkshire 


Sue Clements from the Disabled Living Foundation, who 
reviewed Independent Living for DN, agrees that there is a big 
price difference. The basic price quoted on the web is £159, 
whereas the £125 price is an ex demo model. She says the only 
justification for the price gap between the wheelchair and the 
golf product would be for added development costs, any special 
testing, or if the machinery has been adapted to take the weight 


of a wheelchair user — Editor 


More power to 
you, Tanni 


I was feeling down in the dumps 
and totally fed up. Then I read 
Tanni Grey Thompson’s article 
about fighting discrimination 
(DN, October). I feel uplifted. 
More power to you, Tanni. 

Bill Brierley, e-mail 


It’s true, society is still 
“stacked” with discrimination 
and how better to deal with it 
than having lots of fun? Tanni’s 
priorities will have changed 
dramatically over the last year. 
Motherhood does this to you. 
Nicky Johnson 

Lancaster 


Hip wait in Bath 


I have just been reading 
“Scotland gets hip” (DN, 
October). 

About three weeks ago I 
attended the “pain clinic” at 
the RUH-Bath, where the 
doctor I saw advised me to get 
my GP to get me on the waiting 
list. She said it would take a 
year before I could see a 
consultant and at least a year 
before I could get a hip 
replacement. 

I can’t think Scotland is 
unique in this field. 

Maria Turnball 
Midsomer Norton, 
Radstock 
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Look at your- 
Self, Will! 
On Johnny \ 
Vaughan’s BBC 

chat show in October, author 
Will Self and Johnny were 
discussing car journeys. When 
asked what he did to pass the 
time on trips with his children, 
Self replied that they played 
“spot the dwarf”, referring to 
people of restricted growth. For 
a man of words, Self doesn’t 
seem to use his very wisely. 


Nap rap 

The BBC has been criticised for 
their Nap Attack documentary 
on narcolepsy (where people 
can fall asleep in an instant). 
The Narcolepsy Association 
UK claims the four “extreme 
cases” in the show gave “a 
misleading idea of the 
condition”. Editing also made 
it seem “‘amusing”. Isn’t it time 
you woke up and gave us some 
properly thought out shows, 


Auntie? 
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converted vehicles... 
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24 Extreme sports 


Making a splash: “Extreme Mike” (centre) and pals hit the white-water rapids 
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There’s no limits 


Snowboarding, white-water rafting, wing-walking. Extreme sports provide the ultimate adrenaline rush. 
Dan Batten talks to disabled thrillseekers whose daring knows no bounds 


ERIC ELNHORN 


Cool as ice: Lucas Grossi takes on one of his mammoth 
snowboarding jumps 


Daring diver: “Extreme Mike” (left) and scuba diving buddy check 


out life deep underwater 


xtreme sports are 
usually regarded as the 
=m domain of fearless, 
superfit athletic types. So you 
won't find a disabled person 
taking part, will you? 

Well, you couldn’t be further 
from the truth. Across the 
globe, disabled people are 
testing their nerve by walking 
on planes, diving off snow- 
covered cliffs and trying lots 
of other terrifying things. 

So, how can you join them? 
The best way to find what’s out 
there is the Internet. You’ll find 
many sites dedicated to 
extreme sports, telling you how 
and where you can take part. 
Some are run by disabled 
daredevils, such as Exeter’s 


Dean “Deano” Dunbar’s 
www.extremedreams.co.uk 

Dean, who is blind, got into 
extreme sports five years ago 
when he volunteered to do a 
fundraising tandem skydive for 
a local school for blind children. 
“T got hooked on the adrenaline 
buzz from it,” says Dean, 33. 
He has since tried crane bungee 
jumping, paragliding, and even 
hurling himself out of a human 
catapult. He’s also keen on 
water and has been white-water 
rafting in Nepal and scuba 
diving. 

His latest hair-raising effort, 
a wing walk on an aeroplane in 
flight (right), took place in 
September. But Dean’s main 
passion is mountainboarding, 


Rock solid: Lucy Glynn (above) makes her way to the summit while 


Dean Dunbar (below centre) water-skis and wing-walks (bottom). 


a cross between skate and 
snowboarding, which uses a 
kite to catch gusts of wind. 
“A lot of people use their 
boards to ride down grassy 
hills, sometimes jumping over 
rocks and ramps,” says Dean. 
But he chooses to board on 
snow and sand. “When the 
wind is strong enough, a few 
of us can be found doing 
ridiculous speeds along our 
local beaches! 

“T have someone close in 
front of me on their board who 
I follow or someone will shout 
out directions to me,” he says. 
Although this works most of 
the time, Dean can end up “a 
bit battered and bruised”. But 
this shouldn’t deter you. Dean 
thinks anyone who wants to 
try an extreme sport can and 
should, but they must be honest 
about their needs. “Any decent 
company that provides the 
opportunity to take part in 
extreme sports should be able 
to make adjustments to help 
you take part,” he says. 

For some, their inspiration 
comes not from the net but 
from the TV. From 
the first time he 
saw Jacques 
Cousteau diving on 
his television show, 
Michael MckKeller, aka 
“Extreme Mike”, 

36, knew he wanted 

to take up scuba 
diving. “I wanted to 
see the world he 
experienced,” says Mike 


2) 


from Georgia, America. 

But this wasn’t going to be 
easy as Mike, who has spinal 
muscular atrophy, had a small 
obstacle to overcome — a fear 
of water. “I had a lot of fear, 
but I fought through it, and got 
my diver’s certificate in 1995,” 
he says. He still has problems 
“handling himself” in tough 
conditions, and always has at 
least two “dive buddies” with 
him to make sure he is safe. 

Before he attempts a new 
sport, Mike draws up a list of 
questions that help him decide 
whether it is right for him, and 
encourages everyone to do the 
same. “I do a thorough 
evaluation of the risks and 
how they can be avoided. I 
then ensure that I have a fun 
and safe time.” 

Like Dean, Mike has a 
website documenting his 
exploits. But he has gone one 
step further. He is planning a 
video series, which he wants to 
be broadcast by local television 
in the States. He has made a 
pilot episode, which shows him 
preparing for a tandem sky 
dive from 13,500 feet, travelling 
through the sky at 120 miles an 
hour. In the pipeline are shows 
on land sailing, hang gliding, 
driving a racing car, rock 
climbing and more. Mike came 
up with the idea for the show 
to inspire others to confront 
their fears and try something 
new. “If I 
can do it, 
then the 
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viewer can too,” he says. 

Someone else who accepts 
no limits, and whose motto is 
“dive into life head first, kick 
butt and ask questions later”, is 
26-year-old snowboarder Lucas 
Grossi from Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming. Lucas was a keen 
skateboarder from an early age, 
with his house boasting the 
only half pipe skateboarding 
ramp in the neighbourhood. 
He lost his left leg below the 
knee in a car crash when he 
was 12, and had it replaced 
with a prosthetic limb, but he 
kept the desire to keep on 
boarding. He thinks nothing 
of snowboarding down steep 
avalanche chutes and riding 
off cliffs. 

Alongside his regular 
prosthesis, Lucas uses specialist 
equipment supplied to him by 
two companies, Otto Bock 
Health Care and Northern 
Care O and P. “I use a knee 
brace that goes over my thigh 
and the socket of my fake leg, 
as well as a waist belt and a 
“vy” strap that holds my leg on 
while I’m riding,” he says. 

He’s also been helped on his 
way by the Challenged Athletes 
Foundation, which has given 
him training grants. 

All this help has seen 
Lucas become the adaptive 
snowboard representative for 
the United States of America 
Snowboard Association. He 
competes in their adaptive 
snowboard division, but has 
also crossed over into 
competition with non-disabled 
boarders. “It’s great fun when I 
don’t tell them about my leg.” 

If you’re suddenly thinking 
this is a male dominated 
world, think again. Lucy 
Glynn, 24, who has just joined 
DN as a reporter, got the bug 
for indoor wall climbing in 
January this year when a 
friend insisted that she took 
up a “new hobby for the New 
Year”. Lucy, who has cystic 
fibrosis (CF), is glad she 
tagged along, as she now 
climbs every week. 

Climbing an indoor wall 
involves following a series of 
different coloured grips laid 
out in routes of varying 
difficulty, while a partner on 
the ground secures you with a 
support cable. Outdoor walls 
offer no ground support, and 
your weight is borne instead on 
tiny metal tacks you fix to 
* the wall yourself. 

Luckily, Lucy 
took to the wall 
pretty quickly, 
and managed to 

reach her summit 
after a few 
sessions. She then 
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started taking harder paths to 
the top. As well as the 
enjoyment she gets from 
climbing, there are also health 
benefits. “ ’m meant to 
exercise to help with my CF, 
and the climbing action is 
useful, as it makes sure my 
lungs are opened.” 

She also finds that she feels 
generally stronger since she 
started climbing, and that it 
works well in conjunction 
with the exercises and 
medication she takes for CE. 


She has skied, too, which also 
benefitted her breathing, and 
modestly confesses to being 
“not bad”. 

Lucy’s next quest is to climb 
a real rockface. Although she is 
a bit scared at the thought, her 
attitude will see her through. 
“Tf you don’t try, you’ll never 


know whether you can do 
something. Be brave!” 

A great motto for any 
disabled person thinking about 
taking the plunge into extreme 
sports. 


The British Disabled Water Ski Association gives 
water-skiing instruction to disabled people. Tel: 01784 483664, 
website: www.bdwsa.org.uk 


The Calvert Trust run outdoor activities at their centres in 
Exmoor, Keswick and Kielder, including abseiling and 
canoeing. Tel/Minicom: 017687 72254. 

Website: www.calvert-trust.org.uk 


For details of indoor climbing centres throughout the UK visit 
www.indoorclimbing.com 


Nae Limits are based in Dunkeld, Scotland. They offer a 
variety of extreme sports and multi-activity days and are 
recommended by Dean Dunbar. Tel: 01350 727242, website: 
www.naelimits.com 


The Ro-Ro Sailing Project in Waterlooville, Hampshire, run 
watersports and other leisure activities for disabled people, 
including yachting, water-skiing and flying. Tel: 023 9225 4254, 
website: www.dsahq.org.uk 


For more details of Mike McKeller’s adventures visit 
www.extrememike.com 


To follow Lucas Grossi’s progress visit www.original-gimp.com, 
email: originalgimp@hotmail.com 


X-treme Disabled Motorsport (XDM) offer off road 
motorsports for disabled people at their centre at 
Cerrigydrudion, on the edge of the Snowdonia National Park 
in North Wales, driving their unique Woodstar ATC vehicles. 
Contact Stuart Dunne, tel: 0151 346 2312 or 0781 806 3066, 
email: stuart@xdm.org.uk 


Where a gravity drain is not an option the 
Whale kit provides a reliable solution to 
draining showers. 


New For 2002 
Whale have 
introduced the 
Silent Flow Shower 
Drain Pump Kit. 


This new kit is for 
use in shower trays 
with a corner trap. 


No regular 

maintenance is 

necessary. The Whale 

kit pumps hair, gels, grit and other shower 
waste without blocking. This pump meets 
European standards for safety and operation. 


Whale 


For further information on this Whale Kit contact Whale Support 
Tel: 028 91270531 Fax: 028 91466421 


Email: showerdrain@whalepumps.com 
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26 Arts 


TV 


Nobody else but BBC2 gets a 
look-in this month, the 
schedules being dominated 
by the What’s Your Problem? 
series. I just hope the BBC 
big cheeses don’t sit back 
smugly on their ergonomical- 
ly designed furniture and say 
“we've ticked the disability 
box — we can forget it now”. 
What about inclusive output 
all year round? 


| The highlight for me was 


ndoubtedly Christopher 
Eccleston in Flesh and Blood 
| ~a potent drama which 
' explored the shock, anger, 


yn, sadness and 
of a man who 
birth parents 


learning 


he 


tally draining. 
vatched it twice. 
.ost of the WYP 
econ that the 
vyho most needed to 
e shows would not 


ycumentary One in 


1 provided an insight 


into living with deafness, 
epilepsy, cerebral palsy and 
blindness: these profiles 
were enlightening and 
thought-provoking, but 
surely these issues should be 
stitched seamlessly (and 
positively) into life’s rich TV 
tapestry all the time. 


A CE RT EDR ret APA MK Pine k epee 


[ can imagine non- 
disabled people gritting 
their teeth with a mixture of 
“this will be good for me” 
and schadenfreude (thank 
rod that’s not me). 


ing said all that, some 


amming was 
. iy life affirming — 
| han halidomide — Life at 
5 i 
; introduced us to 
y and Janette who 
tbless life with 


iorious Northern 


nd pragmatism. 
akfully, we were 

: (threatened) sight 
=’s 53-year-old 
doing the “full 

vt her 40th 


arty, 


Gv, See Hear on 
y launched its signed 
Switch, which 

d up a challenging 
confection of cross-cultural 
ymance, deceit, alcoholism, 
debt and marital disharmony 
— not to mention violence 

_ from Joan sharks. And all in 

. ten minutes. Who needs 
EastEnders? 


Jane Shepherd 


excellent 
very good 


good 
OK 


poor 


Film : 


Manic 
d 


Donnie Darko 


A 


ith the current 
onslaught of teen 
movies, you would 
think that the genre had 
| been exhausted by now. 
| Hollywood, however, is 
always capable of putting a 
new spin on things, and it 
looks like mental illness may 
be a hot new topic, as wit- 
nessed by two recent films. 

Jordan Melamed’s Manic 
(right) sounds like it ought 
to be a slasher movie. It’s 
actually about a group of 
teenagers in a psychiatric 
unit. Lyle Jensen (Joseph 
Gordon-Levett) has 
problems controlling his 
anger. Committed to the 
unit, he is thrown in with a 
mixed bunch of other 
confused kids: Chad, who 
had bi-polar disorder; Sara, 
a rebellious, recovering drug 
addict; Kenny, an abused 12- 
year-old; Tracey, quiet and 
haunted; and Michael, a 
mouthy bully. 

I suppose the film is to be 
credited for not using the 
characters’ conditions as an 
excuse for tabloid extremities 

of the sort suggested by the 
| title. No one runs amok with 
a butcher’s knife, and the 
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‘Coming up D> 
Jackson’s Lane, 
Oy 


Sadler’s Wells, Oval 
House, Croydon 
Clocktower and others are 
joining forces for the UK’s 
largest disability arts festival, 
Xposure: altered perspectives, 
1-30 November. Dance, the- 
atre, circus and cabaret will be 
accompanied by workshops, 
residencies and talks. The 
works will tour venues across 
London, making them acces- 
sible to a wider audience. For 
details or a programme, 
tel: 020 8340 5226, 
e-mail: xposurefestival 
@hotmail.com 


www.xposurefestival.com 
An exhibition of 
recent works by 


mouth and foot 
painter Keith Jansz will be on 
display at the University of 
Buckingham in November. 
The show includes human fig- 
ures and landscapes of Venice. 
Venice and Figures, 15-17 
November at the Chandis 
Road Building, Chandis 


Road, Buckingham; 
www.mfpa.co.uk 


film ends on a relatively 
subdued note. 

And that’s its problem: the 
film doesn’t really go 
anywhere. The characters don’t 
seem tremendously different 
from any other gang of 
teenagers hanging around and 
squabbling with each other. 
Without continuous dramatic 
development or real depth of 
character, the film fails to grip. 
It’s not bad, just a bit flat. 

The film was shot on video, 
enabling the director to use two 
cameras and encourage the 
actors to improvise. But 
Melamed isn’t Cassavetes or 
Mike Leigh; the performances 


A scene from Frankenstein, a 
dance production by Blue Eyed 
Soul featuring at Jacksons 
Lane’s Xposure festival 


The British Deaf 
Association will 
sponsor the seventh 
Deaf Film and TV Festival, a 
“celebration of deaf culture 
and sign language”. The event 
will include screenings, dis- 
cussion groups and a gallery 
of deaf art and culture. 
15-17 November, at the 
Lighthouse media centre 
in Wolverhampton. 
www.britishdeafassociation.orguk 


he extracts are no substitute for 
the lack of a focused script. 

Lack of dramatic action is 
not a problem in Richard 
Kelly’s Donnie Darko, which 
puts a science-fiction twist on 
the theme of teenage angst. 
The motif here is: “Just cos ’m 
schizophrenic doesn’t mean it 
isn’t really happening!” 

It takes place in the late 
1980s. Donnie 1s a teenager 
with schizophrenia, who has 
recently stopped taking his 
medication. Lured out of his 
house one night by his 
imaginary friend Frank (a giant 
rabbit with a monster’s head), 
he misses a jet engine crashing 


Presto: The Secret Life of 
Swift and Gulliver 


oD 


f you thought, as I did, that 

Jonathan Swift’s novel 

Gulliver’s Travels was just 
a charming fantasy of giants 
and little people, then this 
play by Group K will make 
you think again. 

Swift wrote his masterpiece 
as a satire on the ills of his 
society — war, politics and the 
scientific method. The novel 


was once condemned as the 


product of a “diseased mind” 
and Swift was dismissed as 
psychologically unbalanced. 
This is the premise for Presto, 
which is set the night before 
Swift faces an inquiry into his 
mental competence. It asks 
troubling questions. When 
does creative genius become 
dangerous pathology? When 
does scientific investigation 
descend into inhumanity? In 
the play, Swift’s fictional 
creations and characters from 
his past emerge during this 
night as he struggles to make 
sense of his life, observed by a 


through his roof, 
demolishing his bedroom. 
Frank then informs him that 
the end of the world is due in 
28 days’ time. 

Kelly emphasises that he 
was influenced by the novels 
of Philip K Dick, but that’s 
hype. Donnie Darko is 
interesting, but not touched 
by Dick’s mad genius or by 
his interest in complex 
philosophical ideas. And as 
a piece of work about 
schizophrenia, it’s even less 
informative than A Beautiful 
Mind, which its fantasy 
sequences recall. 


Allan Sutherland 


team of scientists. 

The production is 
minimalist in design but 
complex in performance. Swift 
is played by Mat Fraser who 
convincingly portrays a man at 
the mercy of his mind. The 
other cast members play many 
different roles — scientists, 
characters from the novel, 
Swift’s friends, and the women 
he was closest to, his comp- 
anions Stella and Vanessa. 

The dialogue is a dense and 
elaborate mixture of poetry, 
novel excerpts, word-play and 
extracts from personal letters. 

The performances are 
powerful and the changes of 
scene and character cleverly 
delineated, but it is difficult at 
times to follow the story, 
particularly if one is unfamiliar 
with the detail of Swift’s novel; 
a brief biography of Swift and 
a synopsis of the novel in the 
programme notes would have 
been helpful. 

Presto does not answer the 
moral questions it poses, but it 
does paint a colourful portrait 
of a man on the edge of genius. 

Libby Cross 
From 5 to 23 November, River- 
side Studios, Hammersmith, 
London, tel: 020 8237 1111. 
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Competition = 2h 


Fancy your chances in the 2003 Freedom in Focus photography 
competition? Read on for details 


o you have a talent for 

taking great photos? 

Well, get snapping, 
because Freedom in Focus 2003 
has just been launched. 

Last year’s competition 
attracted over 900 photographs, 
many of a very high standard. 

For this year’s competition, 
run by DN in association with 
Leonard Cheshire and 
sponsored by Barclays, entrants 
are being asked for pictures of 
“nature” or “modern life”. 
Nature could include the coast, 
wildlife or the weather, while 
pictures of modern life could 
cover anything from buildings 
to the workplace — images that 
reflect the world today. 

Winners and runners-up will 
be chosen in both categories, 
with two age groups each (18 
and over and under 18). 

Winners of the 18-and-over 
categories will get £500, plus 
£200 towards a photography 
course of their choice. The 
runners-up will win £100. 

Under-18 winners get a 
digital camera donated by 
Olympus Optical, plus a trip 
on the London Eye with a 
professional photographer, 
while the runners-up get a 
35mm camera and film. 

Tempted? Entries need to 
be in by 30 April 2003, so get 
your cameras at the ready. 


1. The competition is open to disabled people, resident in 
the UK who are amateur photographers. 

2. Photographs must be taken or, if they are unable to 
use a camera, directed by the entrant. 

3. A maximum of five entries per category is allowed per 
person. Prints must be unmounted, 10in x 8in maximum, 
colour or black and white. If submitting a digital photo- 
graph, please include a disk with the original image on it. 

| Slides are accepted. 
| 4. Closing date is 30 April 2003. Winners will be notified 
| by 1 June 2003. 
| 5. All entries may be used by Disability Now, Leonard 
Cheshire or Barclays free of charge for publicity 
purposes. Copyright will remain with the entrant. 
. Send an SAE if you would like your entry returned. 
| 7. Winners must be prepared to attend the award 
| ceremony in June 2003. Overnight expenses will be 
met if deemed necessary and standard-class travel 
expenses covered. The judges’ decision is final. 
| 8. The competition is not open to staff of Disability Now, 
Leonard Cheshire or Barclays. 

9. Each photograph must be given a title. Write the title 
on a label and attach to the back of the photograph. 
Also write the category you are entering each 
photograph for on the label. 


(o>) 


Are you: O Under 18 O 18 or over 


Number of photographs entered oe 


Did you take the photo? O Yes 


Did you direct the photo? O Yes 


Send your entry, with this form, to: 
FREEDOM IN FOCUS COMPETITION, 
Disability Now, FREEPOST WD4323, 
London N7 9BR. 


" No stamp required. Please read all the rules before 
sending your entry. This entry form is also available at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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LEONARD CHESHIRE 


BARCLAYS 


Easy operation whether at work or home 


e Compact size and tight turning circle 


e Standard electric seat elevation aids 
high reach 


e Mid wheel drive for optimum turning 


e Easy access in and out of the chair 


Optional comfort seating 


Flexmob r 
‘ Independé 


Compact base with front wheel drive 


© Comfort and stability over uneven surfaces § 


e Easy access through confined spaces 


® Powered seat lift as standard 


© Optional powered tilt, recline, footrest 
elevation and choice of seats 


For further information or a demonstration call 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


RAINBOW REHAB, FREEPOST, The Coach House, 
134 Purewell, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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28 @&& Cycling 


Chain reactions 


Allan Sutherland finds plenty to interest him at London’s Cycle 2002 exhibition 


Hereward College : 


Opportunities for everyone... 


...Because as the national college for disabled students we also 
welcome people who are not disabled ...because at Hereward 
all students enjoy equal access to a broad range of academic 
and vocational courses ...because individual students need an 
individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock everyone’s unique potential by providing 
residential enabling and medical services, in an accessible and 
supportive environment. 


Options include: 
= Languages/Media 
™ Creative Studies 
* Business, IT and Management Studies 
=™ Basic Skills 
™ Residential Education 


ji To find out more, arrange a visit or to discuss 
4 your hopes for the future, contact: 


FA Admissions on 


024 7646 1231 Now 


Hereward College 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW 


Recognising Tel: 024 7646 1231 (Minicom available) 
Individual Fax: 024 7669 4305 
Achievement eMail: enquiries@hereward.ac.uk: 
' Website: www.hereward.ac.uk 
@ ( ) (@)) < Hereward College exists to provide education 
=== onemilonbans ; and training to its community of customers 
as 


Big wheels keep on turning: Allan tries out a “nifty” smartbiker.com cycle with a Yamaha power unit 
(above), and HP Velotechnik’s Spirit (right), a compact recumbent that is height adjustable 


ycle 2002, the four-day 
cycle show at London’s 
Business Design Centre, 
gave me a good opportunity 
to see what cycle products are 
going to be on the market 
in 2003. 

I was taken with the Family 
Bike, an elegant Italian 
workhorse imported by 
PCL Distribution (from 


£399.99). Built to carry up 

to two children while 
maintaining a low centre of 
gravity, it cuts out the handling 
difficulties that come from 
adding child seats to a regular 
cycle. The bike also has a 
conveniently low step-through. 
The model that I tested 

had a rear pedal-seat, allowing 
a child to take part in the 


londonrecumbents.co.uk 


London Recumbents 


A complete range of cycles for people with special needs 


recumbents@aol.com 


Rangers Yard 
Dulwich Park 
London 
5SE21 7BQ 
020 8299 6636 


pedalling, effectively creating 
a mini-tandem. 

While there was little 
equipment specially designed 
for disabled people, there were 
plenty of tricycles and electric 
cycles. 

British company Pashley 
exhibited the Picador (£649), 
which is long established as an 
adult trike, plus the racierTri-1, 
bright red with seven-speed 
derailleur and folding 
frame option (£549/599). The 
U-plus-1 (£449) and U-plus-2 
(£549) trailer tricycles for 
children or The Add-1 for 
adults or older children (£445) 
create stable possibilities for 
family cycling. 

The Pickle (£249) is a solid 
and cheerful children’s trike. 
Because Pashley is a long- 
established company that 
hand-builds its cycles, it has 
considerable experience of 
modifications for disabled 
people. 

Powabyke, whose Euro cycle 
performed well in our tests of 
electric assist cycles, showed the 
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Powatryke (£795/895), a 
versatile run-around with twist 
throttle, 15 mile range (up to 
34 miles in pedal assist mode) 
and eight-hour recharge time. 
Yamaha, the top of the range 

(as well as most expensive) in 

our test, have stopped making 

electric assist cycles for the 

European market. 

But the Yamaha power 

unit is used on the stylish 
' city bike produced by 
_ smartbiker.com, a nifty 
_ machine with four-speed 

Shimano gearbox, dynamo 

lights with power storage 
and a charge time of three 
| hours (£785). 

Pedal and Power showed the 
Oxygen Atala range of electric 
bikes, including the Avenue 
tricycle (£955), described as 
“ideal for someone who has 
difficulty balancing and 
wants to get gentle exercise on 
their legs”. 

For anyone who wants 
the comfortable option, there 
were also plenty of recumbents 
on show. Bikefix exhibited HP 
Velotechnik’s Spirit, a compact 
relaxed bike adjustable for 
people from Sft to 6ft 7in 
(£1,050). 

And London Recumbents 
showed the Challenge range 
of bikes from the Netherlands, 
seriously relaxed high 
specification cycles 
(from £1,035). 


Laid back: One of the “seriously relaxed” Challenge range from 


London Recumbents 


f 
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PCL Distribution, Homer House, Austin Street, Hunstanton 
PE36 6AN. Tel: 0845 458 5222, email: pcldistribution@aol.com 


Pashley Cycles, Masons Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 ONL. Tel: 01789 292 263, email: 
info@pashley.co.uk, web: www.pashley.co.uk 


Powabyke, Wood Street, Bath BA1 2JQ. Tel: 01225 44 37 37, 
email: sales@powabyke.com, web: www.powabyke.com 


Smartbiker, Unit 18, 109 Bartholomew Road, London 
NW5 2BJ. Tel: 020 7284 2040, fax: 020 7284 2038, 
email: info@smartbiker.com, web: www.smartbiker.com 


Pedal and Power, Brymau Three Industrial Estate, River 
Lane, Saltney, Chester CH4 8RQ. Tel: 01244 671999, email: 
sales@oxygenworld.co.uk, web: www.oxygenworld.co.uk 


Bikefix, 48 Lamb’s Conduit Street, London WC1N 3LJ. 
Tel: 020 7405 1218, web: info@bikefix.co.uk 


London Recumbents, Ranger's Yard, Dulwich Park, London 
SE21 7BQ. Tel: 020 8299 6636, email: recumbents@aol.com, 
web: www.londonrecumbents.com 


We’d like to include a wider 
range of DN readers in our 


cycle supplements. Would 
you like to take part ina 
cycle test for DN? Or do 


you already ride a bike that 
you’ve had adapted to your 
needs? Let me know: 
atsutherland@freeuk.com 


Cycling @ 29 


Encycleopedia: The guide to 
alternatives in cycling, is an annual 
compendium of all that is most 
idiosyncratic in cycle design — 
making it an excellent guide to 
solutions for disabled riders. The 
2002-3 issue is in a larger format 
than previously, and it’s still full 
colour. One new feature is a video 
CD showing many of the bikes in 
action. 

| fear that few DN readers will want to try the Flyke, a 
mixture of recumbent trike and powered paraglider. Families 
may like the Compagnon from Robert Hoening (maker of the 
Duet and the Co-Pilot, tested in earlier issues), a neat little 
tandem with low step-through and add-on trailer bike. With a 
toddler in a child seat, it can take an adult and three kids. 

Many adapted bikes are German made, thanks to an 
excellent law allowing doctors to prescribe cycles to aid 
mobility and rehabilitation. The Kynast 3-Rad, a robust and 
attractive trike, offers low step-over footplatre access, with 
suspension and large luggage box on the more expensive 
model, and there’s a power assist version available. Hase 
Spezialrader’s Pino compact tandem is a well-established 
mixture of upright and recumbent that makes an excellent 
parent-child machine. Most extraordinary of all, the Epple 
Gesundheit-Millenium removes cross tubes to create a 
“walk-in” cycle with no step-over at all. 

If stability and comfort are major priorities, North America has 
produced some attractive recumbent or semi-recumbent trikes. 
Both the Quetzal Tricyclo and the Triumf Haluzack have enough 
saddle height to make dismounting simple. Tandem riders might 
be interested by Bike Friday's Doubleday, a folding recumbent 
tandem. | hope to test some of these bikes in future issues. 

A particularly interesting feature this year is “Cycling with 
Georgie”, Andy Blanshard’s account of how he has found bikes 
for his daughter Georgie, now 12, who has cerebral palsy. The 
video CD shows Georgie on her current bike, an adapted Hase 
Kettwiesel recumbent trike, and footage of Georgie and Andy 
trying out a Pino together. 

Encycleopaedia: book £12, video CD £6 from 
Encycleopedia Ltd, POBox 317, Stockport SK2 7YH, 
tel/fax: 0161 484 0579, e-mail: alan@encycleopedia.com 
Web: www.encycleopedia.com 
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Mr Frederick Brooks made his first stairlift in 1973 


r | for his wife Grace, a rheumatoid arthritis sufferef. 
\ y L 


Thirty years later, we are proud to still 


be following his high standards... 


¢ Ultra-slim design 


¢ After sales care 


¢ Rapid installation 


¢ Full guarantee 


for your FREE ADVICE PACK call Clare Brooks on — 


0800 834730 = 


fe 


wwwstairlifts.co.uk 
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Parent’s voice 31 


| felt as if my 
whole life had 
collapsed’ 


It was hard enough for Peter Gregory 
to accept the loss of his hearing, but he 
could not foresee the impact it would 


have on his family 


suppose, like most people, 
I hadn’t thought much about 
@ acquired deafness or the 

terrible anguish it could cause. 
So when I became profoundly 
deaf in 1996, I had no idea of 
the devastating effect it would 
have on me, my wife and children. 

My deafness was almost 
instant. I woke up one morning 
and found I couldn’t hear the 
radio or the TV. I shouted to 
my wife, Sue, who was still 
asleep, but no words came from 
my mouth. Terrified, I began 
screaming, “I can’t hear 
anything. I’m deaf, I’m deaf.” 

I vaguely remember Sue 
trying to pacify me and the 
hurried visit to the GP, and 
from him to the hospital. 

After a thorough examination, 
the ENT specialist told Sue 
I had irreversible nerve damage 
to both ears and nothing could 
be done for me. When Sue 
wrote the results on a scrap of 
paper, I felt as if my whole life 
had collapsed. 

How could I have gone 
profoundly deaf in a matter of 
hours? Unfortunately, there 
was no answer, and the more 
I thought about it, the more 
confused I became. I felt as if 
my deafness was a life sentence 
and there was no way I could 
escape the pain it was causing. 

Even ordinary conversation 
was impossible; the only way 
my family could communicate 
with me was by writing 
messages on a notepad. 

That was fine in the 
beginning; my two children, 
aged 14 and 16 at the time, 
would patiently write messages 
for me. It helped tremendously. 
I began to feel like I was 
making some kind of progress. 
But then, after only a few 
weeks, they both grew bored 
with spending so much time 
and effort on me. 

Every time I wanted to have 
a conversation, they would 
make an excuse not to sit with 
me. They always seemed to 
have something more 
important to do, somewhere to 
go, or someone to see. 

I think they found it difficult 


to come to terms with my 


deafness; it embarrassed them 
in so many ways. For instance, 

I would shout or talk loudly. It 
wasn’t deliberate: I just couldn’t 
hear my own voice very well. 

But this annoyed them to the 
point where they spent less and 
less time in my company. 

They also stopped going into 
public places with me because 
they were afraid I would show 
them up in some way. 

I was so angered and hurt 
that I finally decided to 
communicate with Sue only. It 
was less embarrassing for them 
and less stressful for me. 

Words cannot describe how 
I felt. I had lost not only my 
hearing, but my children as well. 

I was advised to learn lip- 
reading. I was told to begin by 
reading only one person’s lips. 
Sue was the obvious choice — she 
spent most of the day with me. 

It took a lot of concentration 
watching Sue mouth words and 
simple sentences. I was ready to 


Peter and Sue found a means of communicating and establishing family links 


give up at the beginning, but 
three weeks later, after 
numerous headaches, we finally 
established a means of 
communicating with each other. 

It was an amazing feeling. 
All the hard work had paid off 
and I began to sense the start of 
a new freedom that would 
make life more bearable. 

Unfortunately, I discovered 
that each person’s lip patterns 
are different. So while I could 
have a conversation with Sue, 
the rest of my family was out of 
reach. 

It wasn’t just my deafness; I 
am also physically disabled and 
spend most of my day ina 
wheelchair. My demands put a 


strain on the relationship. 
Tt was through Sue’s 


insistence that I applied for a 


week’s course at the Link 


Centre for Deafened People in 


Eastbourne. The course was 


great for me. Although I 
couldn’t communicate very 
well with the people around 
me, there was an instant 
affinity with them. 

The staff at Link gave their 
time and knowledge so that 
I could return home to build 
a better life for myself. 


It was still many months 
before I finally came to terms 
with the prospect of living 
without sound. But with the 
renewed help of my family and 
friends, I was eventually able to 


make a new life for myself with 
Sue and my children. Both of 
them know that I will always be 
deaf, but they know deep down 
that I’m still dad and that I love 
them. 

Link, tel: 01323 638230, 

text: 01323 739998, e-mail 
linkcntr@dircon.co.uk 


BE MORE INDEPENDENT 


Drive your own vehicle from the comfort of your own Powerchair 
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Charlies Warner Are Leading Vehicle Conversion 
Specialists in Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles and 
Minibuses. All Designed To Customer Specification, 
On Any New Or Used Vehicle Of Any Make. 


The CHARLES WARNER 
HIJET conversions 
offer maximum 
versatility in this 
popular compact 
vehicle and can be 
tailor-made for every 
requirement. 
The HIJET now also 
comes with 3years free 
ervicing, warranty and 
roadside assistance for 
all round economical 
motoring. 


one of the country’s 
rgest DAIHATSU 
dealers with our own 
ly conversion work- 
we can supply a 
vehicle nation- 
ide - distance no 
object. 
from as little as 
with VAT & road 
exemption. 


.co.uk 


vww.charleswarnermobil 
www.charleswarnerconversions.co.uk 
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Adjustable Height Seating “\ 


DESIGNED AND 
MANUFACTURED 
IN THE UK 


CONSIDER ONLY THE VERY BEST! 
Drive or be a passenger in your own vehicle from this affordable crash-tested 
‘Drive From/Everyday Use Indoor/Outdoor Powerchair’. 

Be comfortably seated at your desk or table with adjustable height seating. 
Swing-a-way adjustable legrests supplied as standard. 

Lightest Powerchair of its type. Other options available. 


At 


aptaCha 


THE COMPLETE WHEELCHAIR SOLUTION 


For further information on the Adaptachair range of products call 


01769 - 573197 


orvist our website: WWW. adaptachair.co.UK emai: Sales@adaptachair.co.uk 


disabilitynow November 2002 


Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: e We stock machines that carry up 

e A caring service from a family to 32 stone and can go from 
run business. 10-35 miles on one charge 

e Unique price guarantee that you ¢ Automatic battery charge 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. included. | 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. e All major credit cards accepted. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on We buy second-hand electric 
new models. wheelchairs and scooters. 

® No VAT. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


« No driving license required. 


¢ Low deposit finance available 
n request Part exchanges welcome. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE P owerchairS 


O800 0746834 ossizry consusrants 


Finding the right new or used wheeelchair access vehicle needn't mean spending a fortune. 


Howard Samuels, now with Aspect Conversions has been providing help, advice and 
practical assistance for disabled customers for over 15 years. And for over 10 years our 


service has included a dedicated supply of wheelchair access vehicles to suit a variety of | Home demonstrations and a variety of purchase and lease plans are available 
budgets and tastes. on both our new and used models, all of which will be carefully explained. SYotability 
We believe choosing the right vehicle to suit your needs should be a pleasure, not a task. With friendly, courteous and efficient after-sales care you can be confident ACCREDITED 
ar ee : that from start to finish you are “Safe and Sound in every Aspect” 
This is why we try to make every stage, from your initial contact to delivery of your new 


vehicle, easy and enjoyable. You will see that we really do understand your needs, For a full information pack, call us on 01704 546600 Ki 


simply because we understand your circumstances. 


The Courtyard, 195b Portland Street, Southport PR& 6LU t: 01704 546600 f: 01704 546414 aT 
e: enquiries@aspectconversions.co.uk web: www.aspectconversions.co.uk  COWNIWAER S 
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Living 33 


Pain killers 


Pain often accompanies disability, and those who experience it 
know that it can be difficult to live with and to treat. DN asked 
four people how they cope with their pain 


ifty-five-year-old 

company director 

Colin Riley, from East 
London, turned to the 
ancient art of reiki to relieve 
the pain and stiffness associ- 
ated with his cerebral palsy. 

The technique is imported 
from Japan and, like many 
martial arts, it is based on 
the theory of harnessing 
a universal energy force, 
or “chi”. 

A session lasts about an 
hour, during which the 
reiki master will lay his 
hands on various parts of 
the clothed patient’s body 
for a few minutes at a time, 
working from the head 
downwards. 

“Our bodies have a 
number of ‘chakras’, or 
energy centres, that the 
practice can open up to 
maximum energy,” Riley 
says. 

“When this happens you 
experience a sensation of 
deep heat or tingling, so 
powerful that on a hot day it 
can sometimes be too much! 
The heat settles the muscles 
down and breaks the cycle, 
whereby you tense up in 
anticipation of pain which 
makes it worse.” 

Riley says reiki has not 
only made a huge difference 
to the discomfort he 
experiences through muscle 
stiffness; he has also gained 
a sense of relaxation and 
psychological well-being. 

“I’m more relaxed in the 
way I move around, and 
more stable on my feet. I’ve 
actually stretched out by a 
whole two inches. 

“[ve learnt to use the 
technique on myself and 
now practice it every day.” 


lare Hodges, 45, from 

London, is director of 

the Alliance for 
Cannabis Therapeutics. She 
has MS and began using 
cannabis for pain relief ten 


years ago. 

“Some people don’t have 
pain with MS, but those who 
do know that common 
painkillers just don’t touch 
it,” she says. 

“Tt’s a kind of nerve pain, 
the same as you get if you lose 
a leg, and cannabis seems to be 
uniquely able to control that.” 


drich Frederick, 68, 

from Edinburgh, was 

involved in a car acci- 
dent as a soldier in the 1950s. It 
left him with a fractured spine 
which caused him chronic back 
pain for years until he attended 
a pain management course run 
by his local hospital. 

“In those days, you went to 
your GP and they said: ‘take 
this pill four times a day’, and 
that was the end of it. But more 
and more GPs are becoming 
aware of pain management 
courses,” says Frederick. 

“A whole team of 
professionals, from physio- 
therapists to psychologists, 
work with you to produce an 
action plan, which might 


Hodges was alerted to the 
pain-relieving properties of 
cannabis by an article in an 
American medical journal. 
Deciding to try it was easy 
enough, but getting hold of 
the drug proved more difficult. 

“To begin with, I had no 
idea where to go. It was very 
embarrassing asking people in 
my social circle. I had to enter 
an illegal world, and I didn’t 
like that. But it was worth it 
in the end because the drug 
relieved my pain enormously.” 

She is now supplied by a 
friend who grows the plant at 
home. She smokes around 
three joints a day, costing her 
£20-£30 a week. 

“One joint gives me about 
two hours’ big relief from 
discomfort, and also helps 
with tension and fatigue. The 
pain may still be there but it 
doesn’t hurt in the same way. 
Cannabis is a motivational 
thing for me: it gives me the 
energy to carry on.” 


include daily stretches for 
keeping mobile, relaxation 
techniques and breathing 
exercises to help you regain 
control when pain flares up.” 

When pain hits a particular 
spot, Frederick has now learnt 
to relax the muscles around 
the area to stop a flare-up 
occurring. By practising his 
stretches and relaxation 
techniques regularly, he can 
survive without the painkillers 
he formerly relied on. 

“It’s about trying to get a 
steady, flat-line without the 
ups or downs. Rather than 
thinking ‘why me?’ and 
blaming something else, you 
have to realise the miracle is 
helping yourself.” 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


The Pain Society can provide details of pain clinics around the country, tel: 020 7631 8870, 


fax: 020 7323 2015. 


The Pain Relief Foundation produces a pain information pack. Send £2 and an A4 SAE with a 
60p stamp to The Pain Relief Foundation, Clinical Sciences Centre, University Hospital Aintree, 


Pain Concern UK runs a helpline for people with non-terminal chronic pain, 9am-5pm Mon-Thur, 
6.30pm-7.30pm Fri, tel: 01620 822 572. For a free information pack, send a request with three 


For reiki practitioners in your area, visit www.reikiassociation.org.uk or www.reikifed.co.uk 


ike Fairlie, 53, from 
Cornwall, pictured 
above with his wife 
Patricia, lost his right leg below 
the knee 20 years ago following 
an accident. He was left with 
debilitating phantom pains to 
his stump area and osteo- 
arthritic pains in both knees. 
Four years ago, sick of the side- 
effects of painkillers, Mike was 
persuaded by a friend to try 
magnotherapy, a centuries-old 
method for relieving pain and 
accelerating healing. 

“My GP raised his 
eyebrows a bit when | 
suggested it, but he didn’t 
think it would cause any 
harm so he was quite happy 
for me to try,” he says. 

“T was sceptical, but after 
6-8 weeks I gradually felt 
better and better and the pain 
receded more and more. Now 
all that’s left is a light tingling 
sensation.” 

Unlike the large magno- 


therapy equipment used by 
physiotherapists, Mike wears 
a small watch-like contraption 
on his wrist that contains a 
magnetic module. 

The magnetic poles within 
the module constantly switch, 
producing a pulsing effect. 
This is thought to stimulate 
the movement of ions in and 
out of passing blood cells, 
making them more efficient at 
carrying oxygen and nutrients, 
thus reducing inflammation 
and boosting healing. 

“T don’t have to wait for the 
next jolt of pain which was 
always in the back of my 
mind before, and which 
would hit at the most 
inconvenient moments,” 
says Fairlie. 

“My nerve and phantom 
pain has reduced by 95 per 
cent and I don’t have to use 
any other pain relief.” 

Mike is now a salesman for 
the wrist bands. 


First Name of Child: 


HENRY 


Date of Birth: 


20.5.01 


Henry is a placid, happy little 
boy with an engaging smile. 
As a newborn Henry contracted 
meningitis and septicaemia, 
which resulted in brain damage. 
As a consequence, there is 
uncertainty about his future 
development. Henry reaches for 
objects and can handle his toys 
for short periods, although with 


difficulty. He vocalises a little and has low control of his body. It is unclear whether he 
will be able to communicate through speech or sit unaided. His lack of mobility does 
not seem to frustrate him. Henry has lived with his current foster family since August 
2001. His carer describes him as a pleasure to care for. 


Ethnic/racial origins: White English 


Family needed: A white adoptive family with an understanding of the needs of 
disabled children, who can accept the uncertainty of Henry's future development and 
can support his individual needs. Some letterbox contact with the birth parents. 


Allowances: Adoption allowance may be payable. 


Legal Status: Accommodated by the Local Authority. 


Contact (S.W.) Anne-Marie Dawson Tel No. 01444 446576 Fax. 01444 446568 


Agency name & address: Social Services Dept., Mid-Sussex Locality, 4 Orchard 
Way, East Grinstead, West Sussex. RH19 IAS. 
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34 International 


The milk of human kindness 


Being given a 
cow has made a 
world of difference 
to disabled 

eople in Africa. 
Pat Simmons 
describes how 


When Cecilia Kalya 
received a cow from 
mY overseas develop- 
ment charity Send a Cow, her 
neighbours in the village of 
fai wet, in western Kenya, 
were so pleased for her that 


| 


»y paid for the cement floor 
cow shelter. 

he told me during a 
to Kenya, she hasn’t 

ed such support 

around her. When 

*r blind at the age 

r six, she was immediately 


iit 


school. As an 
y a disabled man was 
d to marry her. 


Before I had my cow,” she 
said, “I was not recognised as 
someone who could do 
anything.” 

Cecilia is a member of the 
Ainamoi Blind Women’s Group. 
Two years ago the group 
approached Send a Cow. Their 
members were struggling to find 
a way out of the poverty in 
which they were trapped, and 
thought that the Send a Cow 
package of livestock plus 

raining in animal care and 


SEDALIA IN I 


ay 


|would like a Free Brochure [——] 


Name... 
Address 


[MARNE PRAISE TL EN TIRES 2 


email: sales@mangar.co.uk 


ELS REE 


mt! s wonderful to hate the Feeder io be able : 
to sit up when | want, thanks to the 


dyPillowlift” 


Mangar Hanc 


PENNY TWEEDIE 


Bread smiles: Car is now respected in the community 


organic farming might provide a 
solution. 

Her cow, Kebei, has certainly 
done just that for Cecilia. Her 
children now have milk to drink 
—an unaffordable luxury in the 
past. She sells the surplus, 
spending most of the income on 
her children’s schooling. 

Now, she told me, “I am 


Safe & Strong 
Simple to Use 
No Fixtures 


Rolls up to travel 


® Sits on top of the 
mattress 


® Applicable on 


Mangar = Ceres 


INTERNATIONAL 


Contact: Sales Dept. Mangar International, Presteigne, 
Powys, Wales, U.K. Tel: (01544) 267674 Fax: (01544) 260287 


Double or Single 
Beds 


wo. Ye 


A Free Demonstration 


ey | 


website: www.mangar.co.uk 
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seen as someone who is 
capable.” 

She has become a respected 
member of her community, 
invited to join in local events. 

“Before,” she said with a 
broad grin, “people would 
assume I had come to beg if I 
went to their house. Now some 
of them even come to ask me 
for money!” 

Send a Cow was started 15 
years ago by a group of 
Christian West Country 
farmers, who decided to send 
cows from their own herds to 
help farmers in Uganda who 
had lost everything during the 
violence of the Idi Amin years. 
The charity now provides a 


variety of livestock, all bought 
within Africa, in five of Africa’s 
poorest countries. The aim is to 
always give livestock to those in 
greatest need: usually women 
and disabled people. 

A gift of livestock can 
unlock people’s potential and 
kick-start whole local 
economies. Families can sell 
their surplus milk, eggs or 
honey, bringing in desperately 
needed extra income. They can 
use some of this income to 
invest in the future, buying 
more land or livestock, for 
example, and paying for their 
children to go to school. And 
their livestock’s manure and 
urine goes to restore the often 
exhausted soil on their small 
plots of land, doubling and 
trebling their crop yields. 

For disabled people, a gift 
of livestock can mean the 
chance to transform their lives, 
as Cecilia has done, and 
overcome the prejudice of 
those around them. 

“In this village I was regarded 
as the poorest,” said Norah 
Nasikombi to recent Send a 
Cow visitors. “My neighbours 
thought it would never happen 
for me to get a cow.” 

Norah, who lives near the 
village Kawule in southern 
Uganda, has been luckier than 
Cecilia in some respects. She 
had a loving and supportive 
mother, who insisted on her 
going to school. For the first 
three years, she even carried her 
there and brought her home on 
her back — two six-mile round 
trips a day. From the age of 
eight, Norah did the journey 
on her crutches. 

But since her mother’s death 
in 1995 Norah has had to take 
on massive responsibilities: the 
care of her five younger 
siblings, as well as several 


orphaned nephews and nieces. 
For her, as for Cecilia, life has 
always been a huge struggle. 

“People with disabilities in 
Uganda are poor and 
vulnerable,” she said. 

Which is why Norah joined 
the Kawule Association of 
Disabled People and their 
Families. From an early age, 
she’s been active in the struggle 
for disabled people’s rights, and 
she’s now the association’s 
secretary. 

Two years ago she was 
among the first association 
members to receive livestock 
from Send a Cow. A few weeks 
later her cow calved, and most 
of the time since then her 
family has had up to 14 litres of 
milk a day, to drink and sell. 
Norah is already well on the 


way to a new future, in which 
she can at last make full use of 


‘For disabled people, a 
gift of livestock can 
mean the chance to 
transform their lives, as 
Cecilia has done, and 
overcome prejudice’ 


her ability and resourcefulness. 

The success of people like 
Cecilia and Norah is an 
exciting development of Send a 
Cow’s early vision. 

“To see disabled people able 
to take control of their lives, 
and bring their families out of 
poverty, goes way beyond what 
I dreamed of when I sent my 
first cows,” said founding 
member David Bragg recently. 
For a copy of Send a Cow’s 
Christmas catalogue, 
tel: 0845 660 4670. For other 
information about Send a Cow, 
tel: 01225 447041, e-mail: 
info@sendacow.org.uk, 
www.sendacow.org.uR 


Animal magic: Norah used to be regarded as one of the poorest people in her village 
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One Voice 


The song which begins ‘one voice 
singing in the darkness’ has a potent 
message many campaigners will 
recognise. ‘One voice’ can make 

a difference. When joined by others, 
it Can become very powerful indeed. 


In 1952 four people — three 
parents and a social worker — 
came together and founded 
Scope, then known as The 
Spastics Society. Its aim then 
was to champion the rights of 
people with cerebral palsy and 
Scope has been a campaigning 
organisation ever since. 

It was not until 1983 that 
Scope developed a dedicated 
Campaigns Department, 
building on the existing 
lobbying team that focused 
on influencing MPs. Scope’s 
first Head of Campaigns, 
Brian Lamb, now Head of 
Communications at the RNID, 
remembers how the new role 
came about. 

“We wanted to take the 
Society’s strong traditional 
campaigning focus and make 
it broader-based to incorporate 
other organisations, groups 
and individuals enabling 
disabled people to have the 
loudest possible voice.” 

In 1985 one campaign 
galvanised disability groups 
across the sector. Tom Clarke 
MP’s draft of the Disabled 
Persons’ Bill, which was to give 
disabled people the right to 
have their needs adequately 
assessed and met, brought 
many organisations and 
individuals together. 

Lamb continues: “Getting 
the Bill through parliament was 


Angela Drane 

is a wheelchair 
SS) user and part of 
Scope’s Campaigns Network. 
She began campaigning 
following a Genesis concert. 


- “The facilities for disabled 


people were appalling” She 
says, “We were on a platform 
miles away from the stage with 
a terrible view. First the 
platform became overcrowded 
and then we were told to leave 
early because the field was unlit 
and we would ‘probably get 
killed’ trying to get out. I was 


a huge struggle, hard fought. 
It became law in 1986 and 
was hailed as one the most 
important measures affecting 
disabled people. It was this 
kind of joint campaigning 
which formed the basis of 
the Society’s new Campaigns 
Department.” 

Changing legislation is hard 
work; changing underlying 
attitudes even harder. In 1991 
The Spastics Society published 
What the papers do and don’t 
say about disability, examining 
the way disabled people and 
their lives were reported in the 
press. A second report, Stop 
Press, published eight years later 
found that change had been 
slight and slow with negative 
language and the familiar hero 
and victim stereotypes still in 
frequent use. 

Wouldn’t evidence like 
this dishearten even the most 
strident campaigner? 

Liz Daone, Scope’s current 
Campaigns Manager, thinks 
not. “If an individual believes 
strongly that something is 
wrong and needs to be changed 
we want to help them do it. 
More than that, we encourage 
them to do it. Today we see our 
role as empowering disabled 
people to campaign on their 
own behalf, as well as in 
conjunction with organisations 
like Scope.” 


so angry I took the names and 
addresses of as many people as 
I could before we left. I was 
determined to do something. 
“The following day 
I contacted Genesis’ 
management. I complained 
and threatened to go to the 
newspapers with my story. 
An hour later J had free tickets 
to the next Genesis concert. 
Not just for me, but for 
everyone on the list. I thought, 
‘Wow, this works!’” 
Angela has been 
‘complaining’ ever since and 


When The Spastics Society 
changed its name to Scope 
in 1994 many disabled people 
previously ‘put off’ by the 
old name felt able to get 
involved. At around the same 
time Scope’s new Campaigns 
Network was established. 

Now with 700 members, 

the Network supports 
individual disabled people 
with information and 
training so that they can 
campaign locally as well as 
play a valuable part in Scope’s 
national campaigns. 

“The more voices that join 
together the more difficult they 
are to ignore. The Disability 
Discrimination Act for example 
would never have been passed 
had it not been for sustained 
and significant lobbying 
by the disability movement,” 
says Daone. 

“Success, when it comes, 
makes all the hard work 
worthwhile. All the lobbying, 
the letterwriting, the discussion, 
the research, the report writing, 
the questioning. You can 
sometimes feel like you are 
banging your head against a 
brick wall, and then the wall 
begins to crumble. That’s what 
campaigning is all about.” 

For information on Scope’s 
Campaigns Network call 
0207 619 7245 or visit Scope’s 
website at www.scope.org.uk 


Angela Drane — an individual campaigner 


continues to campaign for 
change. She says: “Disabled 
people don’t complain enough. 
It only takes one person 

to stand up and say “This is 
not right’ to get things moving, 
because if one person has 
noticed that something 

is wrong, you can bet that 
thousands of others are 
suffering because of it.” 

And her advice to others? 
“Don’t think that your voice 
isn’t heard, it is! All it takes 
is energy and effort and great 
things can be achieved.” 


i mi 
What they say: 
lain Duncan-Smith 
Leader of the 
Conservative Party 
“As Shadow Secretary for 
Social Security I made a point 
of seeing and talking to Scope 
about the problems disabled 
people face... we will help them 


at every single turn and in 
every way we can in the future.’ 


5) 


David Grayson 

Director of Business in the 
Community and former Director 
of the National Disability Council 
“Ive always admired Scope’s 
campaigns such as ‘Left Out’, 
as they’re challenging, 
evidence-based and they 

get results.” 


Doug McEvoy 

NUT General Secretary 

“The NUT’s work with Scope 
through the Within Reach 
campaign has resulted in over 
£200 million being put into 
making schools more accessible 
to disabled children. This is 
invaluable in the opportunities 
it will give disabled children to 
achieve an equal start in life.” 


Bert Massie 

Chair of the 

Disability Rights Commission 
“What Scope has always been 
good at is getting short and 
to-the-point reports out 
which hit the media. They 
manage to convey a simple 
and topical message that 
people can easily understand.” 


Alan Howarth 

former minister for 

disabled people 

“I shall always honour the vital 
part played by Scope in the 
long campaign for civil rights 


for disabled people.” 


Campaign 
Focus — 
Polls Apart 


Scope’s Polls Apart 
campaign aims to give 
disabled people the same 
opportunities to vote as 
everyone else. 

Polls Apart began because 
hundreds of disabled people 
contacted Scope after 
the 1987 General Election, 
incensed that they could not 
access their polling stations. 
Scope organised a detailed 
survey at the next election, 
and has been working with 
electoral officials ever since 
to push for improvements. 


e 1992 — ‘Polls Apart’ report 
shows that 88% of polling 
stations are inaccessible 
to some disabled people. 


1997—‘Polls Apart 2’ finds 
that despite increased 
awareness of access and 
disability issues 92% of 
polling stations had one 
or more access barriers. 


2001 — ‘Polls Apart 3° 
finds that 69% of 
polling stations are 
still inaccessible, 
although there is 

a better understanding 
of the issues. 


2002 Scope is 
commissioned by the 
Electoral Commission to 
evaluate the accessibility 
of e-voting schemes, tried 
out at local elections. 
‘Polls Apart — a future 

for accessible democracy’ 
concludes that, as yet, 

no single system is 

fully accessible to all 
disabled voters. 


What next? 

The campaign has resulted 
in greater awareness and 

big improvements, but more 
still needs to be done. 

The next General Election will 
probably see Scope produce 
‘Polls Apart 4’, continuing the 
Campaign to ensure no 
disabled person is excluded 
from the electoral process. 


Nee nee 
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36 Share your problems 


Dear Ann 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 


Home phobia 


or some time now, I have been frightened to go out of the 
house and have finally faced up to the truth that I have 
agoraphobia. Believe me, it is a dreadful disability. People I know 
simply don’t understand. Some of them have tried to persuade 
me to go out with them for short distances but I don’t feel able 
to, and have lost nearly all my friends. 
Do you know of any organisations that might be able to help? 
Mary, Somerset 
A phobia is an irrational fear and avoidance of something, 
somebody or somewhere which most of us take in our stride. 
Most of us don’t know much about the range of phobias that 
affect as many as one in ten people in the UK. Agoraphobia is 
one of the most common. 
A helpful organisation, Triumph Over Phobia (TOP UK) has a 
national network of self-help groups. They liaise with GPs and 
health services. They also recommend a manual, Living With Fear. 


@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or email your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


SAAR 


there communities where I 
could live in self-contained 
accommodation with help on 


Where te to look? 


4 yu obvi ch get lots of 
letters like this, and must be 


inhibitions you may have about 
off-line agencies. Internet 
dating used to have the 


up W ths men moaning that 
et girlfriends. But as 
led man of 35, I’ve tried 


woman to share 


ith. But any women | 
st not interested. 


John, Merseyside 


times in our lives 

| Persea & ie “ 

q seems like a 

Whatever you do, 
ee : 

in local clubs, 


3 and remem ber 


that the important thing is to 
show a real interest in the 
yerson you are meeting. Try to 
rorget a ab out yourself. 

Have you tried dating 
agencies? The internet could 


help you overcome any 


reputation of being something 
other people did, but this view 
has been challenged by the 
popularity of web-based 
matchmaking services. I read 
that www. match.com, one of 
the largest web dating services, 
boasts over 3 million registered 
users and receives more than 75 
reports each month of its 
members getting married. 


yak shelter 
re there any sheltered 
‘housing schemes for 
soa disabled people? I 
have multiple sclerosis and can 
walk short distances, but may 
not always be able to do so. Are 


hand when necessary? 
Mrs A Barrett 

I wonder if you have had a 
community care assessment by 
social services to see what level 
of support you may need. 

Local authorities and other 
agencies sometimes provide 
housing in small residential 
units to avoid the segregation 
that occurred in the past. Your 
local authority may provide 
such accommodation or be able 
to advise about other schemes. 

As well as providing 
community homes, Leonard 
Cheshire also makes separate 
housing available throughout 
the UK, with 24-hour help 


Se Action, vingenot LSO995, Leeds, LS19 7YY. eae tel: 0808 800 5050 


ee Makers, Manweb. Hee Chester Business Park exon Road, Chester CH4 9RF. 


Tel: 0800 027 9777. 


Triumph Over Phobia, PO Box 1831, Bath BA2 4YW. Tel: 01225 330353. 


Al 
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r face ampaign survey forms, tel: 020 7619 7323, website: www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


5, It's that time again! 


«st year demand exceeded supply so Woolworths have made sure there 


reen 


A 2 
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close at hand. They may have a 
long waiting list, but it would 
be worth enquiring. 


Keep out the cold 

hate the thought of winter 

and the cold weather. It 
wouldn’t be so bad if I could 
afford all the 24-hour heating I 
need. Are there any government 
services or grants available to 
help people like me? 

Linda, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Making up for our cold 
weather costs a lot and lam 
not sure the government really 
appreciates how difficult it is 
for people like you to afford the 
amount of heating you need. 

I recently heard about NEST 
Makers, a neighbourhood 
energy services team. It provides 
advice and help with budgeting 
for energy bills. It may be that 
you would be entitled to a 
government grant to improve 
insulation and heating systems. 
Not all of the country is covered 


nderland 


ough Winter Wonderland Christmas catalogue tapes for EVERYONE! 


's packed full of gift ideas for all the family so you can plan your 
Crees shopping before you leave home! 


If you had one last year there is no need to register again but if you, 


or someone you know, would like a copy please contact Woolworths 
Customer Helpline or TNEL. 


Talking Newspaper Enterprises Ltd 


WOOLWORTHS PLC 
Tel: 0870 240 6948 


email: tnel@tnauk.org.uk 


Tel: 


01435 862737 


(Newcastle Upon Tyne is), so 
other readers need to check. 

And are you aware of DN’s 
winter fuel campaign? It is 
calling on the government to 
extend winter fuel payments, 
already available to pensioners, 
to severely disabled people of 
working age. To take part, see 
the information box below. 


Shattered dreams 

have just learned that my 

little girl has epilepsy. Iam so 
worried about her future and 
how she will get on at school. 
Suddenly, all our dreams are 
shattered. I don’t suppose there 
is much you can say but I just 
had to write to someone. 

Eileen, Brighton 

You are right, there is not much 
I can say at this difficult time. 
Although it may be hard to 
believe, your daughter is 
growing up in a society where 
epilepsy is much better under- 
stood, with treatment 
improving all the time. Many 
people have their seizures 
successfully controlled with 
anti-epileptic drugs. 

I suggest you contact 
Epilepsy Action. They have 100 
branches nationwide. They also 
have a helpline for when you 
need to talk to someone. 


Help at 
the end 


of the 
phone 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 
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My night out 37 


Give me a beat! 


Clubbing goes hand in hand with great music and a friendly atmosphere, and that’s 
just as true when you're deaf. Deepa Shastri tells us how she has a good time 


@&e 


Dancing queen: (above) Trade at Turnmills club in Farringdon; 


good night out is never 

planned; it happens on 

the spur of the 
moment. Typically, when 
there’s nothing on TV, my 
friends and I look at each other 
with an expression that says 
“are you thinking what I’m 
thinking?” 

The most important ritual to 
start us off for the night out is 
to pop down to the off-licence 
to buy Smirnoff Ices. We drink 
them as we preen ourselves and 
decide what outfits we can look 
good in for the entire night. 

Then we’re all ready to go 
out and have a good time, and 
there are plenty of nightclubs to 
suit our tastes. They’re based 


mainly in Farringdon, London. 
The clubs there do music with 
strong bass (such as hard 
house, NRG, trance or funky 
house), which is suitable for 
deaf people to dance to. My 
preference is funky house for 
setting the mood. 

We mainly like to go to gay 
nightclubs because of the 
atmosphere, the fashion and 
the fact that the attitude of gay 
people towards deaf people is 
usually very positive. We are 
both minorities and can often 
relate to each other. People at 
the clubs we choose are always 


1 


willing to communicate with 
sign language or gestures. We 
make up some signs as we go 
along and have a laugh 

at our creativity. It’s a good way 
to meet people and become fast 
friends. It doesn’t matter 
whether you are gay, straight or 
bisexual — the crowd accepts 
everyone as they are. There 
may be some people who give a 
funny vibe, but we just ignore 
it. Many years of clubbing have 


(above right) Deepa in devilish mood 


taught us to be thick-skinned. 
The moment we walk into 
the club, we know we’ve come 
home. People greet us with 
lots of warmth. As soon as we 
go in, everyone’s dancing 
harmoniously and we feel part 
of the crowd, not outsiders. 
The aroma of the nightclub is 
full of sweat and aftershave 
mixed together, sending out 
signals that many people are 
out for either a night of passion 


JAMIE TROUNCE 


or a good workout, dancing the 
night away. 

The clubs often have good 
laser shows. Deaf people are 
very visual, so looking at lasers 
with music alongside helps us 
to dance just as well as, or 
better than, anyone else. 

Many conventional 
nightclubs are rather boring 
and uncreative — a lot of people 
just sit down and chat in the 
dark, which is no good for deaf 
people — we need to be ina 
nightclub that’s well lit. 
Conventional nightclubs are 
also often rife with hostile 
attitudes. People are so 
competitive, trying to find 
partners, whereas in gay clubs 


people are just out for a wild 
night. There are no hostile 
attitudes and no fighting. 

I went to the Millennium 
Dome last New Year’s Eve. 
There was a large group of us 
and, as time went on, some of 
my friends lost each other. 
With 45,000 people, everyone 
looked like human jelly babies! 
I ended up with two friends 
who were tired and wanted to 
go home —I didn’t. I wanted 
to make the most of it, so 
I stayed behind and surveyed 
the crowd, targeted a nice 


group of people, introduced 
myself and clubbed away. We 
got on like a house on fire. I 
still keep in contact with them 
and I learned a lot from that. 
I found out that I can survive 
anywhere on my own. 

At the end of the night, I 
either go home or I check in 
the mirror to see if I look 
like I could manage another 
nightclub. If I choose to go on, 
I sometimes see the same crowd 
in the next club. But when I 
decide to go home, I see 
people on their way to work 
who look at me with strange 
faces. I try to avoid the tube 
and take a taxi. Here’s a tip: 
starting up a conversation 
with a taxi driver can get you 
good discounts! 

When I’m finally home, 

I stumble into bed and dream 
of the wild night I had. 


The new Xterra GT from Invacare is a high 
performance mid-wheel drive power chair that has it 
all — unmatched styling, speed, manoeuvrability and 
power — a true winner in its class. 


For the active wheelchair user, the Xterra GT gives 
a speed of up to 7.5mph — not only helping it to get 
over rougher terrain, but also 
making it one of the fastest chairs 


available on the market. 


The Xterra GT is 
undoubtedly a choice 
for those looking 
§ for high 
performance and 
hot styling. 


a 
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ACROSS 

7. Plant with yellow flowers from which a substance used to 
be prepared to treat bruises (6) 
And 19 Down. It is sometimes abused by drivers who do 
not require one (6,5) 
Officer commanding a regiment (7) 
Eastern coastal province of South Africa (5) 
And 9 Down. I’m A Celebrity... Get Me Out Of Here! 
winner, who donated his winnings to the National Autistic 
Society (4,9) 
Strong contempt (5) 
Disney film featuring a bunny named Thumper (5) 
See 25 Across. 
It wakes people up in the morning (5) 
The UK’s largest employer of disabled people (7) 
Third sign of the zodiac (6) 
And 18 Across, 14 Down. This money would help severely 
disabled people (6,4,7) 


DOWN 


Things which are supposed to bring luck (7) 

Learning disability football team which recently became 
world champions (7) 

Liquid perfume (5) 

Storehouse for threshed grain (7) 

Small, two-winged biting flies (5) 

Instrument like a large violin (5) 

See 12 Across. 

See 25 Across. 

Young domestic birds (7) 


People in a sports team (7) 

See 8 Across. 

Material under the earth’s crust from which igneous rock 
is formed by cooling (5) 

Electronic means of communication (1-4) 


CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY 
CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN Creating opportunities with disabled people 
ILLUSTRATION BY SAM GILLESPIE 


AN BEHStO Nee etG LEONARD \RD CHESHIRE” 


Lifting a growing Ciaran in and out of a regular car became 

a big issue. Their new car means that Ciaran can drive his power 

chair straight up into the back when he goes to his regular horse 
riding and sailing. Their lives are much easier now, as Maria says 

‘no planning or preparation, just up and go’. 


We understand the Mobility needs of wheelchair passengers and 
offer a great combination of personal service and a wide choice 
of vehicles. Find out how we can help your situation. 


@ FREE no obligation @ The UK's largest 
nationwide test drive manufacturer of 
and demonstration service wheelchair passenger 
@ Widest range of vehicles 
converted vehicles @ All servicing carried 
@ Friendly and out at your 
Seen advisors local garage meine 


To receive a FREE information pack simply 
ring our Lo-call number 0845 608 8020 
or fill in the coupon below 


Lo-call 0845 608 8020 


www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


Please complete and return this coupon to: Gowrings Kangoo special I 
Mobility, FREEPOST, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5ZW. price promotion , 
Mr/Mrs/Miss First Name a | 
) 
a | 
Surname = 
> il 
Address O | 
a, I 
Postcode O 
Br 
Home Tel. ¢ I 
Send me more information go rings 
Contact me to organise a test drive hae i ¢ | ° , 
SYotability accredited supplier mo 1 it y I 
Ll ee 
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Publications 


Just Us is a new, free, publication written by and aimed at people 
with cerebral palsy(CP), their families and friends, available in 
print or on the Internet. It will look at social issues affecting the 
lives of people with CP, such as employment, sport, parenting 
and education, and contains contact details for disability 
organisations. Contact Chris Davies, Just Us, 3 St Francis 
House, Bridgeway Street, London NW1 1QT, email: 
contactjustus@hotmail.com, website: www.just-us-online.com 


Resource, the Council for Museums, Archives and Libraries, 
have produced a disability action plan and a self assessment 
toolkit, available on the Internet. The plan and toolkit will help 
individual libraries, museums and archives identify their 
strengths and weaknesses in meeting the needs of disabled users 
and give advice on complying with the DDA and improving 
access to their buildings. 

Website: www.resource.gov.uk/action/learnacc/O0acces.asp 


The National Society for Epilepsy have published About 
Epilepsy, an information pack for adults with epilepsy who 

have associated mild to moderate learning disabilities. The 

pack contains eight leaflets on different aspects of living with 
the condition, including living with epilepsy, keeping safe 

and taking your medication, having a blood test, having an EEG 
and having an MRI Scan, which covers diagnostic and review 
processes. £2.50 to professionals, free to others. 

Tel: 01494 601400. 


The Local Authorities Research and Intelligence Association 
(LARIA) have published Getting it Right: including disabled 
people in communication and consultation. The guide aims to 
help public, private and voluntary organisations understand the 
importance of including disabled people in consultation exercis- 
es and looks at issues around consultation, providing informa- 
tion in different formats and choosing accessible venues for 
meetings. £30, £25 to LARIA members. Tel: 01642 316576. 


27A Access Artspace have produced a series of training videos 
featuring and aimed at people with learning disabilities. Titles 
include Safety Street, which looks at personal safety, Bullying No 
Way, and What a Carry On parts one and two, which look at 
basic first aid and personal health issues. Tel: 0116 222 9030, 
email 27access@totalise.co.uk 


Opening up 
the Tube! 


Anew handy-sized Tube access guide 


How to plan a Tube journey 
avoiding stairs and escalators 


Tube access guide 
is now available 
to help you plan 
your journey 
avoiding stairs 
and escalators. 


For your free copy, 
contact Access & Mobility, 
Transport for London, 
Windsor House, 

42-50 Victoria Street, London SW1H OTL 
Telephone/Textphone: 020 7941 4600 
Email: access&mobility@tfl.gov.uk 


Information 39 


e dream 


..... IS now a reality 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It’s unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 
it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
IPs a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 
and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 
position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you’re away. 
Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to fasten their seatbelts. 


ee re 


all Agila & Suzuki Wagon R 
chair accessible motor car 


just £9, 995 on the road 


Also available in automatic 


They’re great for scooters too 


Ask about our Low Deposit and even NO DEPOSIT ... Mobility Finance Deals 


ompromise, wheelchair accessible motor cars from the people who really care 


AZYotability 


ACCREDITED 


r q 
The Royal CoaE 
Or visit our website www. jubileeauto.co.uk 
Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wedn 


esbury, West Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 
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40 Linage/Classified 


DN LINAGE 


HUMGROUS EAST LONDON woman, slight- 
ly autistic, enjoys eating out, walks in 
park. Seeks understanding man, maybe 
autistic? 37-49 for dates and possible 
relationship. Box no: 198 


MALE 40 YR old, partially disabled with 
CP seeks female 30-45 for friendship, 
companionship and possible relation- 
ship. East Devon area. Enjoys getting out 
and about, using computers, watching tv, 


music and socialising. Box no: 199 


MY NAME IS Fiona Nisse and I am 42 years 
of age. | am easy going with a bubbly 
personality. My disability is Cerebral Palsy 
but it does not stop me from enjoying life. 
Iam a social animal. I love sport, especial- 
ly football - 1 am an Arsenal supporter. 1 
mming. I work for Leonard 
a Service User's Mentor. I am 


enioy swi 
Cheshire as 
looking for a2 male partner to share 


Lobbies and interests. Box no: 200 


HEELCHAIR-user due to spina 
s similar male 45-55. 
Lines/Yorks area for companionship 
hopefully leading to relationship. 
Interests include internet, listening to 
music and going to the pub. Box no: 201 


‘NTLEMAN, 43, LARGE build - can only 


read printing. Seeks lady 30s to 50s for 


friendship and companionship - likes 
j 


walking, markets, museums and music. 


Box no: 202 


me Semoroeen is wes ate 
FORD TRANSIT G reg, auto, 115k miles, 
2000 cc, one owner. Hand controls and 


lift at rear. Takes 2 wheelchair passen- 
gers, 2 others plus driver. CD/stereo, fsh - 
good working order. Current MOT. 
Bargain at £500 ono. Tel: 020 8567 0513. 


CHAIRMAN METRO CONVERSION, blue, 
1983, 74k miles, 2 seats and wheelchair. 
12 months! MOT, insured Jan 03, fairly 
good condition, good runner. £700 ono. 
Tel Gavin: 01223 424720 or mobile: 
07855 992529. 

CHAIRMAN BERLINGO MUTISPACE 51 reg, 


| 400 miles, rear ramp access with winch. 


4 seats plus wheelchair, electric windows. 
12,500 ono. Tel: 020 8852 0205. 


A 
AS New, 7 


bility Now maintains the right to 
oy withdraw linage adverts 
notice. All adverts 
y with the British Code 
tising Practice. 

é numbers and 
ili not be placed in 
dverts, for confidentiality. 
ox numbers will be 
Ged. Likewise, telephone 
s and addresses will not 


for non-personal adverts. 
However, it may limit the response 


| documents, goods or services 
contact Patrick Durham-Matthews 
| (tel: 020 7619 7320), fax: 

020 7619 7331. 

Linage adverts can only be 
used by private individuals. All 
commercial enquiries must be 
addressed to Richard Gresham 
(see contact details above). 

DN cannot accept responsibility 
| for loss or damage of adverts or 
letters during forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 


CHAIRMAN TRANSIT 2L, auto, sunroof, 
Braun lift, tax and MOT. 7 removable 
seats and wheelchair space, stereo 
radio/cassette + 4 speakers. £2,595 ono. 
Tel: 023 9279 2186. 


FIAT FIORINO R reg 1.7TD, 10k miles, 
lowered floor, winch, ramp. MOT April 
2003. £7,250 ovno. Tel: 01429 880983 or 
mobile: 07949 640741 (Trimdon village, 
Co Durham). 


CHAIRMAN VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
Comfort 1.8 Feb 2002, 51 reg, 3,500 
miles, red, automatic, ramp access at |, 
rear with inertia reel restraining belt. 
Space for wheelchair or scooter 
plus 4 seats.’ Power steering, air 
conditioned, taxed until end of 
January 2003. Genuine reason for 


re £18,900. Tel: 024 7638 3914 
( 


Nuneaton) or mobile: 07985 055226. 


NISSAN VANETTE 2.3D, P reg, blue, 51k 
miles, MOT and tax March 03, Versa 
wheelchair rear access ramp, electric 
winch, wheelchair clamps and seatbelt. 
4 seats, 2 sliding doors, full windows: 
£4,500 ono. Tel: 01279 777254 
(Hertfordshire). 


TOYOTA YARIS VERSO, auto, fitted hoist 
to lift wheelchair. New, December 2002, 
2,500 miles. Including electric wheelchair 
if desired. £10,500. For further details, 
tel: 01905 451674. (Worcester). 


VW CARAVELLE 96 N reg, petrol, 44k 
miles. MOT July 2003, green, sunroof, 
fsh, vgc. Seats 6 plus wheelchair - 
Invatravel side ramp access. Available 
soon. £7,250. Tel: 020 8989 6092 


(London/Essex area). 


PEUGEOT 806 SDVT P reg, 67k miles. 
21] diesel. Constables car chair system. 
Fully serviced, garaged, excellent 
condition. One £8,500. 
Tel: 01264 811120. 


owner, 


FORD COURIER COMBI van 1.3 petrol L 
reg, blue (Brotherwood conversion) 64k 
miles, MOT September '03, 4 seats plus 
wheelchair. Easy access ramp. Good con- 
dition. 1 owner. £2,495. Tel: 0161 304 
8503 or mobile: 07977 375831. 


VW TRANSPORTER 800 special 1.9 
turbo diesel, Widnes Car Centre 
conversion, new in October 2001. 
Dark blue, matching trim, carries 2 
wheelchairs with full safety harnesses 
included, folding ramp. Can take dri- 
ver plus 3 passengers (as well as 
wheelchair travellers). Double track- 
ing, 4 points webbing and seatbelts. 1 
owner, genuine reason for sale. Only 
1k miles, fsh. £12,900. Tel: 0161 338 
2721 or 0161 430 6571. 


PEUGEOT 306 1.8GLX, auto, March 98 
(R reg), red, 21k miles, 5 door hatchback, 
7 month's MOT, electronic hand con- 
trols, electric windows, sunroof. £5,995. 
Tel; 01252 652825. 


PERSONAL ADS" 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send a 


cheque or postal order for £10 
payable to Disability Now with 
your ad. This is to help cover 
our costs.. 


HOW TO REPLY 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number and 


mark the envelope Private 
and Confidential. If you do 
not it will be opened. Send it 
to DN, address on page 2. 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


ELAP ROTATING SEAT fits Vectra. As new. 
Tel: 01274 679879. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 1.8D, auto, 2001 
Y reg, 500 genuine miles, 1 owner. 
Brotherwood conversion. Full disabled 
conversion including ramp and 
electric winch. Four-seating capacity, 
air conditioning, electric windows, 
alarm/central locking. Cost over 
£19,000 new, asking £13,995 ovno. 
Tel: 01753 836600. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE ANNIVERSARY Estate, 
1809 cc, E reg, Brotherwood conversion. 
Carries driver plus 3 passengers, 
transferrable seat can be installed instead 
of wheelchair. Fsh, 62k miles, asking 
£1,200 ono. Tel: 020 8663 0767. 


RENAULT EXTRA VAN 1.4 N teg, 
22k miles, Poyntings Conversion. 
12 months' full MOT. 2 owners, 
excellent condition, fsh, electric 
windows. Carries driver, wheelchair pas- 
senger and 2 others. £3,000 ono. Tel: 
01279 831827. 


RENAULT TRAFIC 1.4, J REG, 50k miles. 
Fsh. MOT March 03, Atlas conversion 
including rear ramp. 3 rear seats 
(2 removable). Swivel front passenger 
and 1 rear seat. Picnic table, curtains. 
Unwin clamps for power and manual 
wheelchairs. 52 inches entrance height/59 
inches internal. £1,500. Tel: 01730 
267372. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat for Ford 
Focus passenger. Black trim. Very 
little used. £290. Tel: 01743 718616 
(Shropshire). 


GOWRINGS CONVERSION MERCEDES 
108D R reg 37,000M, 5 speed manual. 
Stereo radio cassette, power steering. 
Rear ramp with lowering suspension. 
Permanent fixings for wheelchair 
behind driver and track for 
another alongside or removable 
seat (supplied). 2 full size flip & fold 
seats at rear brings capacity to 6. 
Foldaway seats give ideal space for 
transporting equipment. £15,500. 
Photos available. Want to know more? 
Phone 01305 820321. 


¢ Wheelchai 


EADIECARE TRAVVLA PACKAWAY 17 inch 
powered wheelchair. Fitted with user and 
attendant controls. Gel batteries and 
charger. Perfect condition. £850. Tel: 020 
8440 3522. 


ELECTRIC BUGGY 4 wheel Triumph 
Lark 4 by Orthokinetics of USA. 
Swivelling Captain's Chair, front 
basket, headlight. 3 year's old but 
hardly used. Cost £2,800, for sale 
£950. Tel: 020 7350 2085. Email: 
simon.ford@bt.com 


QUICKIE MANUAL WHEELCHAIR, excellent 
condition, 17 inch metallic black, £1,500 
new, asking £500. J2 highback 17 inch 
£75. Ottobock headrest £50. Extending 
ramps 6 feet £50. Tel: 01202 423613. 


INVACARE STORM XS electric wheelchair, J 
back gel cushion, 17 inch power seat rais- 
er and back swingaway joystick, headrest, 
tray, 1 year old. Al condition, £6,369 
new, asking £2,500. Tel: 01202 423613 


WHEELCHAIR LIFT, S.L.W 300kg from 
1990 Dodge, ex health authority minibus. 
Excellent working condition, buyer to 
collect. £200. Tel: 01460 54270. 


WHEELCHAIR LIFT FOR mobility van. 
Ricon series, 5 year old, in good condi- 
tion, suitable for transit type minibus. 
Cost £3,000, asking £700 ono. Tel: 01943 
463351 (Otley). 


BOOSTER TOWN & Country (1994) scooter 
for the disabled. Three wheeler. 
Maximum speed 4 mph. Needs new bat- 
tery. £400 ono. Charger included. Tel: 
0161 643 6612. 


e Recruitment (on pages 40 to 46) : 


Academic Division 


Assistant Disability Adviser 


£17,626 - £19,681 pa (pay award pending) 


Ref: AD/84 


The University of Salford is committed to an inclusive approach to 
equality and diversity with the aim of ensuring that no members of the 
University community are disadvantaged because of their disability, 
gender, ethnic background, religion, sexuality or other personal 
circumstances. We wish to strengthen our Equality and Diversity Office 


ve 


with the appointment o 


a new assistant who will work alongside the 


current Disability Advisers so that disabled students may be further 
enabled to participate and achieve in higher education. 


This promises to be a demanding post whose duties include providing 
information and advice to students with dyslexia and other learning 
difficulties, administering initial dyslexia screening tests, conducting 


assessments of study aids and strategies, liaising with external agencies 
to enhance provision and providing advice on disability issues to 


academic staff at the University. 


You should be a graduate and besides good oral and written 
communication skills, have an understanding and some practical 
experience of working (preferably in a higher education environment) 
with people with a range of disabilities. 


Informal enquiries may be made to Mr Andy Lie, Assistant 
Registrar (Equality and Diversity) on tel: 0161 295 2840 or 


e-mail a.s.j.lie@salford.ac.uk 


For further details and an application form 
please call 0161 295 2122 (24hrs) or e-mail 


Personnel@salford.ac.uk quoting the 


reference number. CVs will not be accepted 
without a completed application form. 


Forms to be.returned by 15 November 2002 


AGREATER MANCHESTERUNIVERSITY 


Horsham District Council delivers services which affect 
every person living, working and enjoying 205 square 


miles of the Horsham District. 


This includes some of the most delightful rural areas in the 
countryside of the South of England. 


If you want a worthwhile job in one of the most 
beautiful parts of the UK, check out our latest job and 


career opportunities. 


If you would like further information please contact us 
by one of the following methods: 


Write to: Personnel Services, Horsham District Council, 
Park House, North Street, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL 
or ring our 24 hour answer phone on 01403 215134 


E-mail: personnel@horsham.gov.uk 


Or visit our website at: www.horsham.gov.uk 


Horsham 
District 
Council 


Working in partnership to secure a better 


quality of life for all in the Horsham district 


25. Winter 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


ACROSS: 7. Arnica 8. Orange 10. Colonel 11. Natal 12. Tony 
13. Scorn 17. Bambi 18. Fuel 22. Alarm 23. Remploy 24. Gemini 


DOWN: 1. Mascots 2. England 3. Scent 4. Granary 5. Gnats 
6. Cello 9. Blackburn 14. Payment 15. Pullets 16. Players 
19. Badge 20. Magma 21. e-mail 


“5A 


SHOPRIDER SCOOTER TE-889DAXS Sprinter 
with charger. Up to 8 mph, variable speed. 
Lights and indicators, shopping basket. As 
new, only used for 11 weeks. Cost £3,000, 
asking £1,050 ono. Tel: 01252 547299 or 
mobile: 07779 332609. 


SHOPRIDER DE LUXE scooter, mirror indi- 
cators, walking aid bracket. Immaculate 
condition. £600 ono. Tel: 01736 710045 
(after 6 pm). 


Linage continued on pg 46. 
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e Recruitment (on pages 40 to 46) 


Diversity makes us strong. Different cultures, ages, 


genders and ability levels — together, we all play 
our part in the success of Barking & Dagenham. 


And there’s no doubt that we are successful. 
This year we won the Local Government Chronicle 


The London Borough of 
‘ ) 
Barking & Dagenham Promoting equal opportunities 


and celebrating diversity 


‘LOOK AT THE 


award for ‘Management Team of the Year’ and 
were commended for ‘Education Team of the Year’. Gateway regeneration programme. 


Our schools are among the fastest improving in 
the country. Social Services continue to develop variety of our community, we provide the kind of 
innovative partnerships with Health. And we are 


a key partner in the expansive Heart of Thames 


Perhaps most important of all, by reflecting the rich 


sensitive, relevant and accessible services it needs. 


Winchester Citizens Advice Bureau 
in consortium with Winchester Group for Disabled People 
has a Community Fund grant to operate a disability advice 
service, undertake home visits and develop outreach 
sessions within the Winchester district. 


Experience of working in the advice sector is desirable, although full training 
will be given and applicants must have access to independent transport and 
be willing to travel. Both posts are 3 years fixed term contracts. 


OUTREACH PROJECT MANAGER ref: Pv 
Pay scale 6 point 26 - 20 hours per week 
Actual £10,020 pa plus pension 
To develop the above project. To manage and support paid staff and 
volunteers. One year's staff management experience is essential together 
with research and report writing skills. The post may require some work outside 
normal office hours. If possible, appointed Project Manager to be available 
for Advice Worker interview date below. 
Closing date: 22 Nov 2002 Interview date: 6 Dec 2002 


OUTREACH PROJECT ADVICE WORKER ref: PA 
Pay Scale 5 point 22 £16371 pa plus pension 
37 hours pw (applications to job share welcomed) 

To assist Project Manager in development of the above project; staffing 
disability advice service; taking part in external advice sessions within the 
designated area; undertaking home visits. Support volunteers. 
Closing date: 22 Nov 2002 Interview date: 13 Dec 2002 


For application packs (CVs are not acceptable) 
Please send an A4 54p stamped addressed envelope to: 
ref: (see above), Winchester Citizens Advice Bureau, The Winchester Centre, 
68 St Georges St, Winchester, S023 8AH or telephone Jenny Meadows 
01962 848006 for more information 


Disabled applicants meeting main criteria will be shortlisted. 
If successful for this position, you'll be expected to apply for 
a disclosure from the Criminal Records Bureau 


checkpoitte 


protecting the vulnerable 


OMMUNITY 
ee. 


®@ Checkpoint is registered as an Umbrella Body to undertake Disclosure Checks on behalf 
of the Criminal Records Bureau 


@ We undertake the checks on behalf of employers of staff working with children and 
vulnerable adults, in the care, education, leisure and health sectors 


@ We provide a comprehensive service including administration of the checks, provision of 
appropriate documentation, liaison with the CRB on your behalf, and a comprehensive 
guidance manual 


For further information about our service please call 01933 440544 and ask for Checkpoint 


e Course 


DANCE CAPER-BILITY 


Dance & Disability Training Course for anyone interested in dance 
work with disabled people 
Devised and hosted by Hampshire Dance in partnership with 
King Alfred’s College, Winchester, it will take place at the college 
over seven Saturdays in Spring 2003: 
1 & 8 February; 1, 8 & 29 March; 5 April and 3 May 


The full course fee is £138, unwaged £72 and single days £26. 
Bursaries to allow disabled people to attend are available. 


For a full information pack and application form 
(available in large print), 

contact Hampshire Dance on 023 8065 2712, or 

email dancecaperbility@hampshiredance.org.uk 


e For Sale 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


£18,500 
£12,500 
£13,500 
£20,750 

£7,995 


2001 Y Zaphira Chairman, 8,000 miles, air con etc, 1.8 Auto 
2001 Y VW Caddy, low mileage, P.A.S., air con 

2001 Y VW 1.9TD Cruiser, 1 owner, 2,750 miles, tail lift 
2000 X Mercedes Vito 113, fully loaded & lift, 2,600 miles 
2000 W Suzuki Wagon R Liberty, 1 owner, 28,000 miles 
2000 W Dispatch Chairman, 1 owner, 6,000 miles £13,750 
2000 W Espace Hill Grau, 1 owner, 8,000 miles, air con, CD etc £21,000 
1999 T VW 2.5 TD LWB, Hi-Top, 17,000 miles, 1 owner, side lift & aircon £13,995 
1998 S Escort Chairman, 14,000 miles, P.A.S. & lowering suspension £9,500 
1998 S Fiat Fiorino Liberty, 1 owner, 28,000 miles £5,650 
1998 S Escort Chairman Auto, hand controls & transfer from back to driver £11,995 
1998 R Brotherwood Alhambra Auto, raised roof — winch, 25,000 miles £18,500 
1998 R Courier 1.3 Auto, Universal, P.A.S., 1 owner, 6,000 miles £7,995 
1996 P Trafic LWB, hi-top, day camper, tail lift, 19,000 miles £9,500 
1996 P Vauxhall Combo Chairman £6,495 
1996 N Transit, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 24,000 miles £8,750 
1996 N Transit Diesel, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 15,000 miles £9,250 
1991 J Transit Auto Camper, Hi top, tail lift, 41,000 miles £8,495 
Kangoo & Berlingo models Choice of 8 
Trafic & Vanette Cargo models Choice of 6 


A selection of 40 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery — 


anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


CLARKE MOBILITY 


SNODLAND, KENT www.gfclarke.com 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 108Cdi, 2001 '01, 6K miles, Orchid Green WAV, lowered floor at rear entrance with ramp, Unwin Solo 
wheelchair & passenger restraints. 

VW Transporter SWB 1.9TD '95 M, Green, WAV Conversion, 4 Pass Driver & Wheelchair. £8,975 
Fiat Ulysse 2.0EL, R reg, 50k miles. Lowered floor with ramp. Driver 3 Pass + Wheelchair, PAS, twin sunroofs, 
climate control & electric windows. £10,995 
VW Sharan S 2.0 Petrol, 1999, T Red, 19k miles, 5 seater with lowered floor at rear & fixed ramp. £13,495 
VW Transporter 800S 1.9TD, 1998 S, Red, 49k miles, Lewis Reed WAV Conversion. £8,995 
Kangoo 1.4, P, authentique, April 2002, Red, 8k miles, ex demo WAV. £10,495 
Renault Extra 1.9D, 1997 R, White, 47k miles, full lowered floor conversion. £5,495 


New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo WAV's & Citroen Berlingo Multispace. Call for prices and spec. 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


aGleneagles 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 

Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 
e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


e Services 


BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & ADULT NEURO CLINIC 


Advice and treatment for babies and children 


Condition treated are movement and learning difficulties, 
posture and balance. Walking and balance, coordination 
| and hand function. 


Cerebral palsy, and children with neurological conditions 
Farshideh Bondarenko DIP (PHYSIO) MCSP SRP 


website: www.neuro-physio.co.Uuk 
Tel: 020 8998 9403. 


a 
; 


Which means that if you join our team, you really 
can make a difference. 


You can check out opportunities currently available at 
www.lbbd.gov.uk or look for our regular ads in local 
and national press, as well as at local Jobcentres. 


01634 243596 


Classified 41 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 
We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


guct® Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


“We care 
for your 
care” 


Electric 
Reclining 
Chairs 


Mobility 
Scooters 


Stairs Lifts 


Invalid 
Accessories 


Batteries 


Electric 
Wheelchairs 


Ar 


GRAVESHAM 
MOBILITY 
38-40 Perry Street 
North Fleet 
Kent DA11 8RE 
Tel: 01474 564897 


SALES 
SERVICE 
HIRE 


First Internet Therapy 


Counselling and psychotherapy on line 
for the first time ever! 


Wish to have weekly session with 
a qualified professional at a 
reasonable rate? 


Want to deal with issues that are 
important to you? 


From your own computer? 


For more information contact William Fley 
at F.|.T. Therapy on 020 8878 0707 


COURSES - To advertise your vacancies or courses please contact Richard, tel: 020 7619 7336, or 


Patrick, tel: 020 7619 7320, or contact them both on fax: 020 7619 7331, minicom: 020 7619 7332. 
They can go on the web as well! 
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¢ Holidays 


Orlando, Florida. Home with 
a heart for disabled travellers! 


Spacious, luxury, adapted bungalow 
situated on golf course. Three double 
i} bedrooms, two bathrooms (Manger 


hathlift installed). Cable TV, Telephone 
i Fyee Country Club membership. 

\ 24 hour on call Management 

15 mins Orlando Airport. 


Yisney. Paraplegic owner 


} Sue Fisher, 5 Park Lane, 
iwhton Park, Salford M7 4HT. 
Tel/Fax: 0161 792 3029. 


) Dordogne region available 
es. If you are looking for 
er, g) 
ok now for 2002. 

885 4971 or e-mail: 


on 6208 


URDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
e Award Winners” 
d for wheelchair users 
g with superb 
90d burning stoves 
y meal service. 
Piease ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 41.Z. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


| 
1 
} 
Derenennsa nemo sameeren secs 
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° Recruitment (on pages 40 to 46) ] : 


WEST OF ENGLAND COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


ood food and wine, | 


Ww .accessholidays.com 


ROYAL DEESIDE SCOTLAND | 


NEW for 
located 


Baln 


2002. 4 superb self catering cottages 
in the banks of the river next to 


dv 


st ate of the art facilities for people 
| with disab 


their families and friends. Please 
OPPORTUNITY HOLIDAYS 
397 42.100 for more details 
crathieholidays.org.uk 
ieholidays.org.uk 


d and equipped to the highest | 


OD OCOMBE HALL HOTEL 

j <cellent holiday for the disabled 

fi We have full disabled 
ganised 


th airbaths. Mostly 
n - peaceful location, 


- AWARD WINNERS” 
cottages for ALL the family 
facilities for disabled visitors 
‘sh stone cottages are 
ccessible from the car park. 
heated swimming pool with 
Open ALL YEAR. 
yw.selfcateringinwales.co.uk 


ra 2003 brochure 


Claim made in the adverts it 
‘pti ts, Readers are advised to 
check claims with advertisers 
‘before relying on them. 


require Disabled People for the posts: 


BRISTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL SENIOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
(Apt & C pt 32-34 £23,221 - £24,579) Ref: SCDM 
& 
BRISTOL NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
(Apt & C pt 29-31 £21,154 - £22,553) Ref: BRD W 


These posts will work within the 10 neighbourhood renewal wards in Bristol to ensure Disabled people can fully participate _ 
and engage in the neighbourhood renewal process and to work with mainstream services in the area to make sure Disabled 
people receive equal opportunity and treatment from those services 


NORTH SOMERSET DISABILITY EQUALITY DEVELOPMENT WORKER | 
(Apt & C pt 29-31 £21,154 - £22,553) Ref: NSD W 


This post has been commissioned from WECODP by North Somerset Health and Social Services. The postholder will work 
to enable and support Disabled people and their organisations in North Somerset to express their views and opinions about 
the issues effecting them and promote Disability Equality 


SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE DISABILITY EQUALITY FORUM DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
(Apt & C pt 29-31 £21,154 - £22,553) Ref: SG@DW 


This post is funded by South Gloucestershire Council and will work to enable and support Disabled people and their 
organisations in South Gloucestershire to express their views and opinions about the issues affecting them through the 
South Gloucestershire Disability Equality Forum and will promote Disability Equality to all organisation providing services 
to Disabled people 


For all posts: 35 hours per week / 30 days annual leave / pension scheme 


WECOD?P is a well-established community development campaigning organisation wholly managed and staffed by Disabled 
people working to challenge discrimination against Disabled people wherever it arises and to support Disabled people to 
represent themselves. We are committed toward equal opportunities and we particularly welcome applications from 
Disabled people who experience simultaneous oppression. 


For an application pack phone Berni on 0117 942 0721 (voice & minicom) at The Yard, 6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, 
BRISTOL BS7 9AA or E-mail us at: wecodp@talk21 .com 


Closing date for ALL applications: Wednesday 27th November 2002 


Working Together For Our Right To Equality 


_ NHS COUNTER FRAUD AND SECURITY MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
_ CHAIR AND NON-EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS REQUIRED 


The NHS Counter Fraud and 

Security Management Service (NHS CFSMS) is 

strategically placed with its operational and policy roles to effectively 

counter fraud and manage security arrangements in the NHS. 

The NHS Counter Fraud Service was established in 1998 as a specialist organisation with the 

commitment to protect the NHS by ensuring that resources made available to patient care and services are not 

lost to fraud and corruption. Its remit has now been expanded to cover healthcare security arrangements. 

Attaching the highest importance to working within a clearly defined professional and ethical framework and strategically placed with 

both operational and policy responsibilities, the organisation has had considerable success by providing financial benefit, by many times the value 
of its budget, to the NHS. 


This is a dynamic and developing area of work, and to accommodate these changes more effectively and to properly protect the additional sums of investment in the 
NHS, it has been decided that the organisation will become a Special Health Authority. 


The Secretary of State for Health is looking to appoint a lay Chair and a number of Non-Executive Directors to the NHS CFSMS national board. 


Appointed by the Secretary of State you will need to work closely with other Board Members and the counter fraud specialists who manage and staff the new organisation. You will 
also have a role in broadening and deepening the considerable support that the NHS CFSMS has developed amongst those who work in or use the NHS. 


Applicants for both positions should have a background as either a Chair/Non-Executive of an NHS organisation, a health professional, NHS Director of Finance, NHS Chief Executive, 


in industry, healthcare security or patient representation. More importantly, you must have sound judgement, excellent analytical and interpersonal skills, and the capacity to 
communicate the importance of work in this area as well as unimpeachable personal integrity. 


The Chair attracts a remuneration of £11,590 per annum for 30 days attendance per year and the Non-Executive Board members a remuneration of £3,340 per annum for 15 days 
attendance per year. 


Appointments will be on a shadow basis subject to the necessary legislation being passed. It is intended that this work will be completed in time for the new organisation to exist from 
1 January 2003 by the latest. 


The headquarters of the NHS CFSMS is based in London. The Department of Health welcomes applications from all sections of the community for the above positions regardless of 
gender, race, disability or sexual orientation. The Department operates a guaranteed interview scheme for people with a disability who meet all the essential criteria for appointment. 


As part of our professional approach all successful applicants will be required to complete a propriety checks pro-forma and from the information provided on this form propriety 
checks will be made. This is so that the integrity of counter fraud work, and those who carry it out, is both maintained and seen to be maintained. 
Interviews will be held on 21st & 22nd November. 


For an information pack, please ring our 24-hour recruitment line on 020 7972 2556 or email carol.pullen@doh.gsi.gov.uk 
For an informal discussion about the post, please contact Richard Hampton on 020 7972 2043. 


The closing date for receipt of completed applications is Friday 8 November 2002. 


oCP4 


(0H) Department 


of Health 
disshliwnowsNGclcDL Ln ——— 
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Handidate 


Introduction Agency 


VL : 
< AID U\ and Information Come check us out! 


P & a> O n D i Sa b i | ity all ve For disabled and 
ee Putting people first and tailoring services puce bxoe - ee people 
oN Sa Na | | 2 Established 1987 
Advice Service Manager to their needs a nite oocorn 


Fax: 01473 254030 
E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
“= 2 Website: www.handidate.com 
Creating access to the Built Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 


Environment A member of ABIA 


‘2 Find-A-Friend Find-A-Friend | 


; Alone? bye You needn’t be! 


36 hours per week ¢ Salary: £24,030 per annum including OLW 


Richmond AID is an organisation of and for disabled people based 
at the accessible Disability Action and Advice Centre in Teddington. 


We wish to appoint an advice worker to lead a team of volunteers 
providing advice and information to disabled people their families 
and friends in the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 
and surrounding area. 


Building an Inclusive Society — 


i] 

I 

Any adult, any age, anywhere : 

: eae q ; Able-bodied or Disabled 
With excellent communication skills you will have 2 years ; Promoting Equal Opportunities for all Mere bereaved GhoICou coharaied parincreahy 
experience of advice work including benefits advice. Working with or married — choose your own ideal relationship ! 
Cte note ° Seabee 4 to share all life’s activities or needs of which you 
the minimum of supervision, you will be able to prioritise your people in employment ns \lieie dani ved -Yoursolsion eclos wit! 


own workload and will take a lead role in the development and 
management of this service. 


1 1 1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL_ ! 

You can locate our jobs bulletin on the Ny," SR e Ee porLae GPUR (oy Goe 0a 
Internet at: 

www.salford.gov.uk/jobs/ 


Tel: 0161 909 6503 
Minicom: 0161 909 6527 


Se City of 
We Saliford 


Sound IT skills are essential. 


For an application pack, available in different formats on request, 
apply to Sue Ball, Director, Richmond AID, DAAC, 

4 Waldegrave Road, Teddington, TW11 8HT. 

Telephone: 020 8831 6080 Text phone: 020 8831 6078 

Email: RichmondAid@richmond.gov.uk 


eee eeEEEEE—eE——————————x——— i -— 


Closing date for completed applications 5pm 20 November 2002. 
Interview date 2 December 2002 

Richmond AID is an equal opportunities employer and particularly 
welcomes disabled applicants. 


Rgd. Charity No.1074788. Company Limited by guarantee regd. 
In England No.3612476. Affiliated to DIAL UK 


DEADLINES 


December 2002 classified deadlines: Booking: 8 November. Copy: 12 November. 
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Graduate careers The best minds join the 
Civil Service to answer the most challenging and important 
questions. They're given responsibility from day one. They 
work closely with ministers and senior figures. They experience 


rapid career progression and 


variety - switching projects or 


Wana araststream.gov.uk 


roles regularly. They’re stretched 
in ways that no other career can 
match. If you have or expect to achieve at least a 2:2 in any 
degree discipline, take our self-selection test online. 


FASTSTREAM ©} 


Temporary Policy 
Development and 


Review Officer 


(minimum 6 months) PO3 £26,880 - £29,124 
pay award pending 


" ’R.ADAR's mission is to enable disabled people and disability organisations to initiate, develop and encourage 
«wel campaign for a fully inclusive society.” 


ead campaigning pandisability organisation. With a membership of 450 disability organisations 
‘sr disabled people, we are a modern agent for social change. Our strategic plan — ‘New Spirit @ RADAR’ — 
| is about ‘ull rights for disabled people - and so are our challenging new activities. RADAR is looking for talented 


| | people to join in this exciting work, at our Islington office. 
Greenwich Council is committed to tackling social exclusion and 
inequality. The Social Inclusion and Justice Division leads and 
coordinates the Council's activities in this area, by providing 
policy guidance and support to Council departments and the 
voluntary sector. 


| etion Co-ordinator 
| Permanent, fulHime (37.5 hrs pw] £16,000-£20,000 pa 


| You want te be more than a receptionist? You will need to be! 


The Policy, Development and Review team within the Division 
are looking for a temporary Policy Development Officer to cover 
a current maternity. 


F contact with RADAR, this is a key role. We are looking for a bright, enthusiastic disabled 


You will need to have the following experience: 


e working with disabled people and their organisations, and an 
understanding of the social model of disability. 


Campaigns Manager - London 
18 month fixed term contract (funded by Community Fund] 
Full time (37.5 hrs pw) £17,988-£23 724 pa - plus use of a car 


Looking for the chance to join a reputable campaigning organisation — known for getting things done? 
Look no further! 


e policy development. 


e working in local government and / or a good understanding 
of the role, services and structures of local government. 

This post could provide a secondment opportunity. 

Greenwich Council aims to have a workforce that reflects its 

diverse community. We therefore encourage applications from 

all sections of the community. 


rhe launch of ‘New Spirit’ will initiate some very exciting campaigns. We are looking for a self motivated and 


creative disabled person who knows how to engage individuals, teams and organisations in presenting our vision. 
For an application form please contact Howard Armstrong, 
Personnel Officer, Chief Executive's Department, 29-37 


Wellington Street, Woolwich, London SEI8 6RA or telephone 
020 8921 5021 [voice mail] No personal callers please. 


Working with our members in Greater London you will plan and carry through campaigns, including the 
eparation of materials and press releases and organisation of meetings and conferences. You will also identify 
and cevelop campaigning volunteers, provide support to RADAR’s secretariat to the All Party Parliamentary 


1 n oe 


| Disability Group and deliver RADAR’s MP ‘shadowing’ scheme. 


Alternatively e-mail: ce-jobs@greenwich.gov.uk 
Closing date : | 5th November 2002 


Interviews will take place in the week commencing 2nd 
December 2002 


an application pack contact Claire Skinner (Please specify if a Word format application form is required, on disk or by email) 
Tel 020 7566 0112 Minicom 020 7250 4119 


Fax 020 7250 0212 email claire.skinner@radar.org.uk 
Closing date: 11 November 2002. Inierviews: 18th and 19th November 2002 


REGISTERED CHARITY NO 278150 


Visit Greenwich at www.greenwich.gov.uk 


Greenwich Council - promoting quality and equality for all 


Sys rel Greenwich 


a 


say Cou ncil 
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iG & CONSULTANCY fi} 


Eriend DISABILITY 


sles MANAGEMENT 
Jo AT WORK 


Churchill & Friend Ltd are acknowledged as the UK’s leading authority on disability and diversity issues advising 
boin government and industry alike. Due to our continued expansion we require a number of staff with expertise 
in managing disability at work. 


Foundation for Assistive 
Technology (FAST) 


Assistive Technology is a product or a service that 


enables independence 


If you have experience in the following areas we would like to hear from you: 


Advice concerning the employment of disabled people; Knowledge of the Disability Discrimination Act and 
reasonable adjustments; Occupational Health; Human resources 


FAST is a national charity with a remit to ensure that disabled 


& older people benefit from technological advances by working with 


You shouid be self motivated and have excellent communication skills, both written and verbal. As we work with a 
variety of people including disabled people, Line Managers and third party service providers, previous experience 
would be a distinct advantage. You should be able to keep meticulous records of cases under your management and 
possess a general knowledge of administration practices. Computer literacy using Microsoft applications such as Word 
and Excel spreadsheets is desirable. The position will be based in Welwyn Garden City, however travel will be part of 
the role so applicants should be a car owner for which an agreed mileage rate will be paid. The post holder will be 
accountable to the Project Manager with in-house administrative support. 


The position attracts a starting salary of £25,000 with 4 weeks holiday per annum. 


users, service providers, manufacturers & researchers. 


Following our recent relocation to London we are recruiting the following: 


1. User Forum Co-ordinator/Office Administrator 
2. Assistive Technology Researcher and Database Manager 
3. Website Manager 


Churchill & Friend would particularly welcome applications from suitably qualified people with personal knowledge 
of disability. We are an equal opportunities employer. 


For further information please contact Moira Mitchell, 
FAST, 12 City Forum, 250 City Road, London EC1V 8AF 


Tel: 020 7253 3303 website: http://www. fastuk.org 
email: info@fastuk.org Closing date: 11/11/02. 
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Please send you CV or call Tony Green, Churchill & Friend, Weltech Centre, Ridgeway, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 2AA 
Tel: 01707 324466 Email: office@churchillandfriend.com Closing date for applications: 


15 November 


Classified 45 


In October 2001, the General Social Care Council came into being. 
History was made. And not before time. As a sector, we have been 
campaigning for a regulator for 25 years — to champion social care 
and protect society by promoting best practice, through 


professional accreditation, regulation and education. 


Since then, we have undertaken a nationwide consultation 
process, to focus our thinking and direct our actions in preparation 
for this moment: The moment when we assemble the talented 
people who will help us build on foundations firmly laid, and 


begin the transformation of England’s social care profession. 


We have 70 appointments to make in total, at all levels and 

across many disciplines. We are serious about recruiting disabled 
people and people from different backgrounds. All of these people 
will have one thing in common: the desire to create an inspired 
and effective organisation - charged with energy and 
determination, respected by society, and trusted by social 


care workers everywhere. 


General 
Social Care 
Council 


The transformation has begun. Be part of it. 
www.gscc.org.uk 


We strive to be an equal opportunities employer, we welcome job-share applicants, 
and disabled applicants who meet the essential criteria of a role are guaranteed an interview. 
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Project, aisha 


Expertise in Disability Training, Education & Employment 


Head of Professional Ethics 


£50,000 - £60,000 
Based Midlands 


ee Ne 
The Law Society Private Secretary to the Chief Executive 


£43,000 to £49,500 + benefits 
Based Chancery Lane 


St Loye’s Foundation has been working for 65 years 

to enable people with a range of disabilities to 
return to work. “StAR” is an entirely new return to 
work service for insurers of disabled or injured 
Attractive Salary + Benefits clients. Working outside litigation, StAR is developing 
a reputation as the leading vocational rehabilitation 


+ Bonus and case management service. 


This new role has been created in order to provide 
F national coverage of this service as it grows under your 
UK (Offices London & Exeter) leadership. The Project Leader will be responsible for all 
aspects of business planning, marketing and development, 
including the quality of service and targets. This role is initially 
for a 2 year period with the firm expectation that successful 
leadership of the project will create a permanent position. 


ST LOYE’S FOUNDATION 


You will have substantial experience in the fields of vocational 

rehabilitation, case management and return to work services, 

preferably with commercial clients. Ideally you have experience of co- 

ordinating medical, social and employment rehabilitation services. You will 

use your excellent networking and communication skills to maintain and enhance 

your contacts and develop our existing client portfolio. Your ability to work on your own 

initiative and meet targets in an ethical manner will be key to the role as will your awareness of the 

issues surrounding the running of a project. We want your ambition and innovative nature to drive 
this project forward. 


For further information and an application form please write quoting ref: PL-STR/F and 


ill help the Chief Executive function : 
Phe res ne ene : enclosing an A4 S.A.E to: Miss Emily Mitchell, Personnel Department, St Loye’s Foundation, 


The Law Society is the professional body for over 


100,000 solicitors in England and Wales. In addition 
to regulating and representing our Members, we are 
committed to wider aspects of legal reform at 
nd abroad. 


f Professional Ethics 
many members, setting the ethical standards 
\tire profession is one of the most 
hing and significant elements of our statutory 
essional Ethics is part of the Regulation 
te, which is proactively developing its role 
) protect the consumer and safeguard the 


n of the profession. 


\ * of the senior management team of the 
Regulation Directorate, our new Head of Professional 
Ethics will enjoy genuine responsibility - especially as 
they will be helping to rewrite many of the major 
rules and policies on professional conduct, taking 
account of developments in the delivery of legal 
services, as well as European and global standards. 
Providing strategic and operational leadership to a 
multifunctional team you will cover everything from 
delivering advice with accuracy and expertise, through 
good professional indemnity insurance arrangements 
and applications for waivers of practice and indemnity 
rules, to regulatory policy and rule drafting. So you 
will need to stay abreast of sensitive, political, social 
and professional issues facing the legal community 
and expressed in the media. 

Probably a legal professional with five or more years’ 
experience and able to take a strategic viewpoint of 
(ation and/or professional ethics, you will 
iainly bring good leadership qualities to manage 
through a major period of change as well as 
jolitical acumen to deal with high profile public 
. Ref: 442. 


ecretary to the Chief Executive 


ecutive is responsible for more than 

, in addition she needs to comment on and 
ute to a wide range of political issues facing 
ety and the profession. 


ball, Alfred Bekker, 


ry good condition, £300 


@ 
_ : ; @@ 
AK buggie, suitable for 8 - h b 
er needed. Cost £2,000, ) p 


l: 020 8293 4457 | henshaws 


society for blind people 


SCOOTER SHOPRIDER, 
8-4 in superb condition 
cover burgundy colour, 
ew. Comes complete with 
uins charger £650. Tel: 020 


or 07989 509377. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK2 with Brotherwood 


conversion £3-5000. Tel: 0113 257 0335. 


DISABLED WOMAN/WHEELCHAIR user 
seeks a pa with own car for help 
with mainly local trips for 4/5 
hours a week. Eltham and Greenwich 
area - SE London. Tel for details: 020 


more effectively. In practice that means acting as her 
business manager, personal representative and 
trusted confidant. Duties will range from prioritising 
the CE's workload, attending meetings, and liaising 
with senior managers on her behalf. Enjoying a 
degree of autonomy, you must quickly become the 
CE's eyes and ears, aware of all internal and external 
issues that may require either comment or action. 


Educated to degree level or equivalent, you will have 
at least two years’ experience as a Private Secretary 
or similar role within an equally complex and 
sensitive government or NGO environment. You will 
also need an understanding of the legal world and 
awareness of current issues, and an appreciation 

of how Member-based organisations of this size 
operate. Politically astute, well organised and 
self-motivated, you must possess exceptional 
communication skills and a flexible, proactive 
approach. Above all, you will need the credibility 

to impress from day one. Ref: 463. 


For both roles, we offer a competitive salary and 
comprehensive benefits including final salary 
pension scheme, health screening and insurance 
after two years service, gym membership and 25 
days’ annual leave rising to 30. 


To apply, contact us in confidence for an application 
form and full job description by telephoning 

020 7656 7776, or by writing to the Law Society, 

5th Floor, 1 Knightsbridge Green, London SW1X 7NW. 
Alternatively you can email thelawsocietyfarmd555.com 
Please quote the relevant reference number on all 
your correspondence. Closing date for receipt of 
completed application forms is 8th November 2002. 
No agencies please. For more general information 
on the Law Society, please visit our website at 
www.lawsociety.org.uk 


Striving to ensure equal opportunity for all. spy 


¢ Accommodation 


Looking for comfortable, residential accommodation either for 
yourself or a client in Greater Manchester? 


If your answer to this question is yes and you’re visually impaired or 
have a physical disability, then Henshaws Society for Blind People’s 
Pendleton Centre in Salford near Manchester may be just what 
you’re looking for. 


In pleasant surroundings, conveniently located for shops, public transport and other 
amenities, the centre - which exceeds minimum care standards - offers fully-furnished 
flats, a friendly atmosphere, lots of social activities, and staff who are trained to cater for 


the needs of disabled residents. 


If you’re 19 or over and you think this is what you’re looking for, please contact the 
Pendleton Centre Manager, Laura Morton, on 0161 707 6747. 


: The Pendleton Centre, 232 Eccles Old Road, Salford M6 8AG 
ei : Tel: 0161 707 6747 © email: Pendleton@hsbp.co.uk web: www.hsbp.co.uk 


reeset 


LIFT CHAIR, STRAIGHT run (about 14 
feet). Tel: 0161 792 7204. 


please email me at: 
bairbre@macdonagh.freeserve.co.uk 


¢ Combined 


Closing Date: 18th November 2002. Penton 2 

: ‘antl +t Soo/s C y 
St Loye’s Foundation is an Equal Opportunities Employer VE bees 
www.stloyes.co.uk 


Disability Equality Trainer 


training contract to be offered up to 31/07/03. 


bank and what barriers you face, 


8850 2391, 


VW SHARAN/FORD Galaxy/Brotherwood, 
low mileage, 1 owner, no more than 
15,000 miles. Tel: 01483 415084. 


ACCESSIBLE BANKING - is this a reality 
for you? This is the subject of my 
MSc dissertation (MSc Inclusive 
Environments at University of Reading). 
If you are willing to answer a few 
questions on the subject of how you 


disabilitynow November 2002 


i 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR £1000, portable 
bath lift £200. Three wheeled walker 
£40. All as new. Tel for details: 01869 
249518 (Oxford/Bucks area). 


Topsham Road, Exeter, Devon, EX2 6EP. 
For an informal discussion please contact Martin Rich on 01392 286236. “a 


ation 
Fot inane 


“O/sap_revusToR IN PEOPLE Registered Charity No. 235434 


BRENT ASSOCIATION 
OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT UMBRELLA PROJECT 
(35-hour week-Salary £18757 inc. LW) 


The person appointed will have a strong administrative background 
with the following skills: - 


® Good communication skills 

@ ICT knowledge and skills 

@ Note-taking and Report writing 

®@ Ability to work with people of diverse backgrounds 


® BADP is currently working towards including work-life-balance 
practices and therefore a more flexible approach will be taken 
towards working with the Association. 


®@ Preference will be given to a disabled person but all persons are 
welcome to apply. 


Closing date for receipt of applications: Friday 22 November 2002. 
Interview Date: || December 2002. 


Application pack from: 


The Administrator Tel: 020 8451 3822 ext. 224 
BADP Minicom: 020 8451 3822 ext. 222 
154 Harlesden Road Fax: 020 8451 7803 

London NW 10 3RX email: badporg@btclick.com 


Please state format required: e.g. large print, Braille or disk. 


required by Scope 


Sustainability is an LSC funded project aimed 


at increasing employment prospects for 


disabled people in inner London. Freelance 


Contact Barry Hayward, Project Manager. 


For more details, tel: 01959 564 686, 
email: barry.hayward@scope.org.uk 


-—— 4 
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FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Up for grabs 47 


A WHEEL GOOD DEAL 


nce again, we’ve teamed up with one of the UK’s leading electric bike specialists, POWABYKE, to offer this 

fantastic prize to a lucky reader. We’re giving away this 20in-wheel, electric Powatryke, worth £895. The 

tryke is an example of the current trend towards more energy efficient and greener modes of transport. 
What’s more, it has proved to be an ideal mobility vehicle for physically disabled cyclists. It is cheap to run, costing 
about 1.5 pence per mile, and has a range of 15 miles per charge at approximately 15mph. You don’t need a licence 
to drive the trike and parking is free. If you like the sound of this, return your entry to our FREEPOST address as 
shown. For more information on POWABYKE products, call: 08456 011475, or visit wiww.powabyke.com 


till on the cycling theme, here’s a real must-see for bike 
ENCYCLEOPEDIA Sess Encycleopedia 2002-2003: The guide to 
é fo alternatives in cycling is an excellent reference for, design 
solutions for disabled riders, so we’re giving away 20 copies this 
month. The book, worth £12, keeps you in touch with all the 
latest product news from around the world and includes articles 
by top writers in the business, including Richard Ballentine, 
Dylan MacDonald and Jim McGurn. For the chance to win, 
complete the coupon and return it to us at our FREEPOST 
address. Or, to order a copy of the book, call 0161 4840579 or 
visit www.encycleopedia.com 


ith an estimated one in ten of us complaining of stress- 
WVers symptoms in Britain, it is probable that we all 

know someone who might benefit from reading this 
new book, brought to us by One Publishing. Life Shouldn't be a 
Pain by Trey Andrews is no ordinary self-help book. It is the 
writer’s account of his own recovery from depression, which was 
brought on by the death of his young daughter three years ago. 
As well as dealing with stress, Andrews talks about how we 
might treat a variety of problems such as phobias, sexual prob- 
lems and illnesses caused by stress such as stomach ulcers, ME 
and SAD. We have ten copies of the book to give away, 
courtesy of One Publishing. For the chance to win, complete the 
coupon and return it to our FREEPOST address as shown. 
Alternatively, order your copy, for £12.95 plus £2.45 p&p, from 
Carrier Direct Marketing on 01271 336055. 


SSeS ea Se Se ee aaa 
to = n te r Tick the competition circle below, : 
add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 
you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 1 
| 
I 
C)POWABYKE ()Encycleopedia () Life shouldn't... 
1 

| 


te rms & ¢ closing date for entrants: 29.11.02.¢ 


as Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof of 
con d iti ons purchase required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ No 


I 
I 
| | 
I I 
I 1 
I | 
I cash alternatives ¢ Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special 1 
I offers not open to DN staff or associates ¢ Winners may be announced in DNe ! 
In association with One Publishing, Encycleopedia and Powabyke UK. 
y We may use your name and address for further marketing purposes. Please , 
y__ tick the box if you do not wish your details to be included L) I 


DN next month 


@ CHRISTMAS CHEER 


Food, clothes, gifts, toys, books — lots of ideas to inspire you 


@ MY NIGHT OUT 


How accessible is your local restaurant? 


@ COSMETIC SURGERY 


Yes, or no? 


@ MOTOR SHOW 


Douglas Campbell gets into gear at the NEC 


All the best news, views, jobs 
and offers. On sale 25 November. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


! (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
; Please reserve me a regular copy of O 1 
Disability Now until further notice 
i Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O : 
ito my home address 
Neale sean SR cca ; 
TACCICSS speemmnrtnnr te keer Feat ia ane 1 
I | 
pooner 
Deere ee et es ceae yan, seer stscesevnectesretomnesetrsveswtvetsiesssasucvasessedansunswsenecanstbreseneeter et 1 
ROSICOCC semen atte Sime th cn ane) ee nee he ee ee eee 
i i 
PS IGK AUG ween, ween aan he. eee eee here ne ere 1 


iTo the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
i published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London I 
IN7 9PW. ; 
'\t is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart ! 
; Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. MG 
; Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. i 

—= all 
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kicks up a stink 


Disability groups 


under fire 
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You don't have to actually g go to Werle 
to enjoy the qualities of a Lewis Reed 
converted Citroen Berlingo. We suggest 
you tour some British towns first, then 
when you have toured the UK take an 
adventure into Europe. 


Over 1,000 Lewis Reed Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicle customers enjoy the 
felxibility and freedom that a Lewis Reed 
conversion offers. Request a brochure today 
and find out for yourself why nothing else 


7O eal co.uk. > | | iso pret Bozo tability | Te because nothing else will do 


sslesOlewissendoroupicou eo =r . —-— 


we ’ . 


recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility component of the e Disability living allowance. Thi 
Nn Fequest. All Information correct at time of going to press. We are licensed credit bro 


e scheme |s administered by Motability Finance Limited, City Gate House, 22 Southwark road, London, SE1 SHB, Registered charity 299745. 
kers and offer a variety of flexible purchase schemes - please visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk for further information, 


